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TO THE 

THE Author of this Ihort Journal having 
fometime fince fent a Copy of it into 

England^ only for the private Entertainment of 
fome of his Friends: They, finding with what 
a Spirit of Modefty, Ingenuity; and Truth it was 
written, foon refolv’d to make it Publick. Upon 
notice hereof given to Him, He, with fome un- 
willingnefs, fubmitted to their Judgment as to 
the Publication ; but withal defired, that the Ori¬ 
ginal might firft be amended by the enfuing Cor¬ 
rections and Additions. He had made them 
partly from his own review of the Papers, after 
they had lain cold a good while by him; partly 
by the Advice of fome Gentlemen of that Fa¬ 
ctory, who had fince gone the fame Journey, and 
had taken this Journal with them ; and fo gave 
it a new Authority by a frefli Examination of his 
Obfervations. But by misfortune his defign’d Al¬ 
terations did not arrive at Oxford, ’till the Book 
was almoft printed off. Wherefore the Reader is 
defired to accept candidly thefe following Emen¬ 
dations, which would have made the Work more 
perfect, if they could have been inferted in the 
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Body of it, each in it’s proper place. The Pub- 
lifhers thought a Piece fo well writ, ought not 
to appear abroad without the ufual and proper 
Ornament of Writings of this kind, variety of 
Sculptures; and it having been defign’d by the 
Author for a tapplement to Sandy sy their refu¬ 
tation, at firft, was to furnifh it with fuch Cuts, 
as are wanting in Him; but le Brune being fince 
publiflfd, and in every ones hands, fuch only are 
here inferted, as are wanting in both. 

[te35 Note, That the Corrections and Additions 
which were fent by the Author after the Book 
was Bruited ojfy are in this Edition inferted in 
the Body of the Book in their proper places. 



V 

To The 

Right Reverend Father in God 

THOMAS 
Lord Bishop of 

ROCHESTER. 

My Lord, 
1 i 

» . , < A V ‘ FI 7^0 M ^ and conftant experience of your 
| Lordjhips favoury 1 have all reajon to be- 

lieve that you mil not think it tedious to 
hear fomething of my Affairs, thol in them- 

felves below your Lordjhips notice and regard. 
It is now more than a twelve month fince 1 arrived 

in this place; during all which time, / have had op¬ 
portunity enough perfeUly to obferve and difcover the 
Genius of the FaSlory? among whom my Lot is fallen: 
And upon the refult of all my experience of them, I 
am obliged to give them this jujl Commendation- 
That they are a Society? highly meriting that excellent 
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CharaRer which is given of them in England; and 
which (befides the general vogue) your Lordjhip has 
fometime received from a mojl faithful and judicious 
band, the excellent Bijhop Frampton. As he un¬ 
doubtedly was the great Improver of the rare temper 
of this Society, fo he may well be efieemed beft able to 
give them their true and deferved Character. I need 
only add, that fuch they fill continue as that incom¬ 
parable InJlruHor left them: That is, Pious, Sober, 
Benevolent, devout in the Offices of Religion; in Con- 
verfation innocently chearful; given to no pleafures 
but fuch as are honejl and manly • to no Communica¬ 
tions, but fuch as the niceft Ears need not be offended 
at; exhibiting in all their Allions thofe bejl and truefi 

figns of a Chrijlian Spirit, a finere and chearful 
friend/hip among themfelves, a generous Charity to¬ 
ward Others, and a profound reverence for the Litur¬ 
gy and Confitution of the Church 0/England. It is 
our fir Jl Employment every morning to folemnize the 
dayly Service of the Church; at which I am Jure to 
have always a devout, a regular, andfull Congregation. 
In a word, I can fay no more [and lefs, I am fure, I 
ought not) than this, that in all my experience in the 
World, I have never known a Society of young Gentle¬ 
men, whether in the City, or Country, (/ had almojl 
f aid the ^Univerfity too) fo well difpofed in all points 
as this. 

Tour Lordjhip will conclude, that in confequence 
of all this, my prefent Station cannot but be very 
agreeable. And tho in leaving England, I was fe- 
parated from the greatejl blejjings to me in the World, 
your Lordjhip’s kindnefs, and that of my friends at 
Richmond; yet I mujl own, I have found here as 



much recompencey as could be made for fuch a fe- 
paration. 

Among other fatisfaftions, one great one, rvhich I 
have had fince my Arrival, was a Voyage to the Holy 
Land) in Company with fourteen others of our Fa~' 
Rory. We went by way of the Coafi; and having vi- 
jited the feveral places Confecrated by the Life and 
Death of our Bleffed Lord-, we returned by way of 
Damafcus. If there be any thing either in thefe 
places which I have vifited, or elfewhere in thefe 
Countries, touching which I may be capable of giving 
your Lordjhip any fatisfa£liony by my poor Obferva- 
tionsj I Jhould ejleem it my great happinefs, and my 
coming thus far would feem compleatly recompenfed. 

\ 

I intreat your Lordfhip’s Blefling, 

as being 

\ 

Your Lordfhip’s 

molt dutiful, 

humble Servant, 

Hen. MaundrelL 





To My 

Ever Honoured Uncle 

Sr CHARLES HEDGES K*, 

Judge of the High Court 

o F 

Admiralty of ENGLAND. 

Sir, I AM fenjible of two general Defeds (and You 
will foon obferve a great many more) running 
through this whole Paper, which might juftly 
deter me from prefentmg it to a P erf on of your 

great Learning and Judgment. One is, frequent Er- 
rours\ the other, Tedioufnefs. But it is your pleafure 
to require it from me as it is: and I am Jure what¬ 
ever Faults there may be in it, yet there can be none 
fo great, as it would be for me to difpute your In- 
junctions. I have nothing to do therefore but to re¬ 
commend it to your Favour, as it is offered up to your 
Commands, with all its Imperfections about it: only 
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putting in a word or two, before 1 difmifs it} by way 
of Apology. 

And fir fly as to the Err ours which you will be Jure 
to note in ity I have this 'Mitigation to offer; that 
in a fwift and tranfieht View of places, {fuch as mine 
was) it was hardly poffible for mey not to be fome- 
times overfeen: But however this I profefs with a 
clear Confciencey that whatever Miflakes there may 
bey yet there are no Lies. 

As to the Tedioufnejs of the Relations y the only 
Defence I havey is by Jheltring my Jelfin the Crowd: 
For it is a frailty more or lefs incident to mofl Meny 
effecially 'Travellers, to aboundy both in the fcnfe they 
havey and in the Account they givey of their own 
Aftions and Occurrences. If we light of any thing 
worth notingy We are apt to overflow in fieakmg of it; 
and too often We fall into that greater folly of record- 
ingfuch things fir very confiderable onesy as any dif- 
int erefled Per Jon would be ready to think We could 
have no inducement to regardy but only becaufe they 
relate to our own felves. 

This is an AffeUatioiiy which however taftful it 
may be to the Per fins who ufe ity yet [I know by my 
own Ppfentments of it) is to others mofl grating and 
difguflfuL 

When You come therefore to any fuch Naufeous 
places in this Journal\ You may pleafe to pafs them 
over with that Contempt which they defervey but ne¬ 
ver thelefs with fome Indulgence to the Writer of 
them • for if this Vanity may be ever toleratedy Tra¬ 
vellers are the Men who have the be ft Claim, to that 
Fa vour. For it feems but a fiea finable Allowance, 
that theyy who go through fo many hazards and fa- 



tigues for the entertainment of others, Jhould, in re¬ 
quital for all, be indulged a little in this fweet folly. 

I mighty in fume me afire, have remedied the fault 
lam now apologising for, by refunding the dry part 
of the Journal x defcnbing fioads and Difiances, and 
Bearings of Places. But I confidered, that this, tho' 
dry, was not without its ufe. And befides, when I 
began to Obliterate, I fioon found that if I Jhould go 
on, and firike out all that l thought not worth writ¬ 
ing to You, there would in the end be nothing but an 
univerfal Blot. 

Be pleafed therefore to accept the Whole as it was 
firfl fet down, without Addition or Diminution; do 
with it as you pleafe. When you are tired with read¬ 
ing it, You may fupport your Patience as we did in 
Travelling it over, by confidering, that what you are 
about is a Pilgrimage; that you need go it but once; 
and that 'tis the proper nature and defign of fuch 
performances, to have fomething in them of Morti¬ 
fication. 

Honoured Sir, 

I am 

Your moft Dutiful Nephew, 

and Obliged humble Servant, 

Hen. Maun dr ell. 
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A 

JOURNEY 
FROM 

Aleppo to Jerufalem; 

At Eafter, A. D. 1697. THERE being feveral Gentlemen of our Na« 
tion (fourteen in number) determined for 
a vifit to the Holj Land at the approaching 
Eafter, I refolved, tho" but newly come to 

Aleppo, to make one in the fame delign: confidering that 
as it was my purpofe to undertake this Pilgrimage lome 
time or other, before my Return toEngland, fo I could 
never do it, cither with lefs prejudice to my Cure, or 
with greater plealure to my felf than at this Jun&ure; 
having fo large a part of my Congregation abroad at the 
fame time, and in my Company. 

Purfuant to this refolution, we fet out from Aleppo 
Friday Feb.26.1696. at three in the Afternoon, intending 
to make only a fhort ftep that Evening in order to prove 
how well we were provided with neceffaries for our Jour¬ 
ney. Our Quarters this fir ft: Night we took up at the 
Honey-Kane a place of but indifferent Accommodation, 
about one hour and a half Welt of Aleppo. 

A It 



'£ A Journey from Jleppo to Jerusalem. 

It muft here be noted, that, in Travelling this Country, 
a Man does not meet with a Market-Town, and Inns, 
every night, as in England: the belt reception you can 
find here, is either under your own Tent, if the feafon 
permit; or elfe in certain publfck Lodgments founded 
in Charity for the ufe of Travellers. Thefe are called by 
the Turks Kanes; and are feated fometimes in the Towns 
and Villages; fometimes at convenient diftances upon the 
open Road. They are built in fafhion of a Cloilter, en- 
compaffing a Court of thirty or forty Yards fquare, more 
or lefs, according to the mealure of the Founder’s Ability 
or Charity. At thefe places all Comers are free to take 
Shelter; paying only a lmall Fee to the Kane-Keeper, and 
very often without that acknowlegement. But muft ex¬ 
pert nothing here generally but bare Walls: as for other 
Accommodations,ofMeat, Drink, Bed, Fire, Provender; 
with thefe it muft be every ones care to furnilh himfelf. 

Saturday, Febr. 27. 
• 

From the Honey-Kane we parted very early the next 
Morning; and proceeding Wefterly as the day before, 
arrived in one hour and haft at Oo-rem; an old Village 
affording nothing remarkable but the ruins of a fmall 
Church. From Oo-rem we came in half an hour to Kejfre; 
and in three quarters more to EJfoyn. At this laft place 
we enter’d into the plains of Kefteen: proceeding in which, 
we came in one hour to another Village called Legene, 
and half an hour more to Ho^anoy and in a good hour 
more to Kefteen. Our whole Stage this day was about 
five hours, our Courfe a little Southerly of the Weft. 

The Plains of Kefteen are ot a vaft Compafs; extend¬ 
ing to the Southward beyond the reach of the Eye, and 
in moft places very fruitful and well cultivated- At our 
firft defeent into them at EJfoyn, we counted twenty four 
Villages,or places at adiftance refembling Villages,within 
our View from one Station. The Soil is of a reddifh co¬ 
lour, very loofe and hollow; and you fee hardly a Stone 
in it. Whereas on its Weft fide, there runs along for many 
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A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 3 

Miles together a high ridge of Hills, difcovering nothing 
but vaft naked Rocks without the leaft fign of Mould, or 
any ufeful Production: which yields an appearance, as if 
Nature had, as it were, in kindnefs to the Husband-man, 
purged the whole plain of thefe Stones, and piled them 
all up together in that one Mountain. Kefteen it felf is 
a large plentiful Village on the Weft fide of the Plain, 
And the adjacent Fields abounding with Corn, give the 
Inhabitants great advantage for breeding Pidgcons: in- 
fomuch that you find here more Dove-Cots than other 
Houfes. We faw at this place, over the door of a Bagnio, 
a marble Stone, carved with the Sign of the and the 

rirt7ei, &c. with a date not legible. It was probably 
the Portal of fome Church in ancient times: for I was 
allured by the Inhabitants of the Village, that there are 
many Ruins of Churches and Convents ftill to be feen 
in the Neighbouring rocky Mountains. 

Sunday, Feb. 28. 

Haying a long Stage to go this day, we left Kefteen ve¬ 
ry early: and continuing ftill in the fame fruitful Plain 
abounding in Corn, Olives and Vines, we came in three 
quarters of an hour to Harbanoofe; a fmall Village fi- 
tuated at the extremity of the Plain. Where, after crofting 
a fmall afcent, we came into a very rich Valley called 
Rooge. It runs to the South farther than one can dilcern, 
but in breadth from Eaft to Weft, it extends not above 
an hours riding; and is walled in (as it were) on both 
(ides, with high rocky Mountains. Having travelled in 
this Valley near four hours, we came to a large Water 
called the Lake (or rather, according to the Oriental 
ftyle, the Sea) of Rooge. Thro' the Skirt of this Lake 
we were obliged to pafs; and found it no fmall trouble 
to get ourHorfes,and much more our loaded Mules thro’ 
the water and mire. But all the Sea was fo dried up, and 
the road fo perfectly amended at our return, that we could 
not then difeern, fo much as where the place was, which 
had given fo great trouble. From this Lake, we arrived 
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4 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 

in one hour at Te-ne-ree j a place where we paid our fird 
Caphar. 

Thefe Caphars are certain duties which Travellers are 
obliged to pay, at feveral palfes upon the Road, to Offi¬ 
cers, who attend in their appointed Stations to receive 
them. They were at firth levied by Chriftians, to yield a 
recompence to the Country for maintaining the ways in 
good repair, and fcouring them from Arabs, and Robbers. 
The Turks keep up fo gainful an ufage ftill, pretending 
the fame caufes for it. But under that pretence, they take 
occafion to cxad: from Paffengers, efpecially Franks, arbi¬ 
trary and unreafonable Sums 3 and inftead of being a fafe- 
guard, prove the greatell Rogues and Robbers themfelves. 

At a large hour beyond this Caphar, our Road led us 
over the Mountains, on the Well fide of the Valley of 
Rooge. We were near an hour in eroding them, after 
which we defeended into another Valley running parallel 
to the former, and parted from it only by the laft ridge 
of Hills. At the firft defeent into this Valley is a Village 
called Bell-Maez.,, from which we came in two hours to 
Shoggle. Our courfe was for the moft part of this day, 
Welt-South-Weft. Our ftage in all ten hours. 

Shoggle is a pretty large, but exceeding filthy Town, 
fituated on the River Orontes: over which you pafs by 
a Bridge of thirteen fmall Arches to come at the Town, 
The River hereabouts is of a good breadth ; and yet fo 
rapid, that it turns great Wheels, made for lifting up the 
Water, by its natural Iwiftncls, without any force added 
to it, by confining its Stream. Its Waters are turbid, 
and very unwholfome, and its Fifh worie; as we found 
by experience, there being no Perfon of all our Company, 
that had eaten of them over night but found himfelf 
much indifpofed the next Morning. We lodged here 
in a very large and handfome Kane, far exceeding what 
is ufually feen in this fort of Buildings. It was founded 
by the fecond Cuperli, and endowed with a competent 
Revenue, for lupplying every Traveller, that takes up his 
Quarters in it, with a competent portion of Bread, and 



A Journey from jfleppo to Jerufatem. y 

Broth, and Flefh, which is always ready for thofe that 
demand it, as very few People of the Country fail to do. 
There is annext to the Kane, on its Weft fide, another 
Quadrangle, containing apartments for a certain number 
of Alms-men; the charitable donation of the fame Cu- 
perli. The Kane we found at our arrival, crowded with 
a great number of Turkifh Hadgees, or Pilgrims bound 
for Meccba. But neverthelefs we met with a peaceable 
Reception among!! them, tho3 our Faces were fet to a 
different place. 

Monday, Mar. i. 
- i 

From Shoggle our Road lead us at firft Wefterly, in or¬ 
der to our eroding the Mountain on that fide the Valley. 
We arrived at the foot of the afeent in half an hour, but 
met with fuch rugged and foul ways in the Mountains, 
that it took us up two hours to get clear of them. After 
which we defeended into a third Valley, relembling the 
other Two which we had paffed before. At the firlt en¬ 
trance into it is a Village called Be-da-me, giving the fame 
Name alfo to the Valley. Having travelled about two 
hours in this Valley, we entred into a Woody Mountain¬ 
ous Country, which ends the Bajhalhk^ of Aleppo, and be¬ 
gins that of Tripoli. Our Road here was very Rocky, and 
uneven ; but yet the variety, which it afforded, made 
fome amends for that inconvenience. Sometimes it led 
us under the cool (hade of thick trees; fometimes thro5 
narrow Valleys, water'd with frefh murmuring Torrents : 
and then for a good while together upon the brink of a 
Precipice. And in all places it treated us with the pro- 
fped: of Plants, and Flowers of divers kinds: as Myrtles, 
Oleanders,Cyclamens, Anemonies,Tulips, Marygolds, and 
feveral other forts of Aromatick Herbs. Having (pent 
about two hours in this manner we defeended into a low 
Valley; at the bottom ofwhich is aFiffure into the Earth, 
of a great depth ; but withal fo narrow, that it is not 
difcernible to the Eye till you arrive juft upon it. Tho* 
to the Ear a notice of it is given at a great diffance, by 
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4 A Journey from Aleppo to Jertifalcm] 

reafon of the Noife of a Stream running down into it 
from the Hills. We could not guefs it to be lefs than 
thirty Yards deep. But it is fo narrow, that a fmall Arch 
not four Yards over, lands you on its other fide. They 
call it the Shccks Wife: A Name given it from a Woman 
of that Quality, who fell into it, and, I need not add, 
perifhed. The depth of the Channel, and the noife of 
the Water, are fo extraordinary, that one cannot pafs 
over it without fomething of Horrour. The fides of this 
Fiffureare firm and folid Rock,perpendicular and fmooth, 
only feeming to lie in a wavy form all down, as it were 
to comply with the motion of the Water. From which 
obfervation we were led to conje&ure, that the Stream, 
by a long and perpetual current had, as it were, faw’n 
its own Channel down into this unufual deepnefs : to 
which effect, the Water's being penned up in fo narrow a 
pafiage, and its hurling down Stones along with it by its 
rapidity, may have not a little contributed. 

From hence, continuing our courfe thro' a Road re- 
fembling that before defcribed, we arrived in one hour 
at a fmall even part of ground called Hadyar ib Sultane, 
or the Sultan's Stone. And here we took up our Quar¬ 
ters this Night under our Tents. Our Road this day 
pointed for the mod part South Weft, and the whole of 
our Stage was about leven hours and a half. 

Tuefday, March 2. 

We were glad to part very early this Morning from 
our Campagnia lodging; the weather being yet too moift 
and cold for fuch difcipline. Continuing our Journey 
thro' Woods and Mountains, as the day before, we ar¬ 
rived in about one hour at the Caphar of Crufia, which 
is demanded near a Kane of that Name; a Kane they call 
it, tho' it be in truth nothing elfe, but a cold comfort- 
lefs Ruin on the top of a Hill by the way fide. 

From hence in about another hour we arrived at the 
foot of a Mountain called Occaby ; or as the word de¬ 
notes, difficult, and indeed we found its afcent fully an- 
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A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 7 

j fwerable to its Name. The moifture and flipperinefs of 
the way at this time, added to the ftcepnefs of it, greatly 
encreafed our labour in alcending it. Infomuch that we 

ii were a full hour in gaining the top of the Hill. Here 
|i we found no more Woods or Hills, but a fine Country, 
I well cultivated and planted with Silk Gardens: thro* 

which, leaving on the right hand a Village called Citte 
l Galle, inhabited folely by Maronites, we came in one hour 
i to Betlulca. Here we repaired to a place which is both 

the Kane of the Village, and the Agas Houfe; and re- 
( folving by reafon of the Rains, which fell very plentiful- 
r ly, to make this our Lodging, we went to vifit the Aga 
| with a fmall prefent in our hands, in order to procure 
c our felves a civil Reception. But we found little recom- 
c pence from his Turkilh gratitude, for after all our refpe<5t 
i| to him, it was not without much importunity that we 

obtain'd to have the ufe of a dry part of the Houfe. The 
j place where we were at firft Lodged lying open to the 
i Wind and the beating in of the Rain. Our whole Stage 

this day was not much above four hours, our courfe about J South Weft. 
Being imform’d that here were feveral Chriftian Inha- 

i bitants in this place, we went to vifit their Church, which 
we found fo poor and pitiful a Structure, that here Chri- 
ftianity feem'd to be brought to its humbleft State, and 
Chrift to be laid again in a Manger. It was only a Room 
of about four or five Yards fquare, wall'd with Dirt, 
having nothing but the uneven ground for its Pavement j 
and for its Cieling only fome rude Traves laid athwart it, 
and cover'd with Buihes to keep out the Weather. On 
the Eaft fide was an Altar, built of the fame Materials 
with the Wall; only it was paved at top with Pot-fherds 
and Slates, to give it the face of a Table. In the middle 
of the Altar ftood a fmall Crofs compos'd of two Laths 
nail'd together in the middle: on each fide of which 
enfign were faftned to the Wall two or three old Prints 
reprefenting our BlefTed Lord and the Blefted Virgin, 
The Venerable prefects of fome Itinerant Fryars, that 

had 
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had palled this Way. On the South fide was a piece of 
plank fupported by a Pod, which we underftood was the 
Reading Desk, jult by which, was a little hole commo- 
dioufly broke thro' the Wall to give light to the Reader. 
A very mean habitation this for the God of Heaven! 
But yet held in great elteem, and reverence by the poor 
People ; who not only come with all Devotion hither 
themfelves, but alfo depofite here whatever is mod va¬ 
luable to them, in order to derive upon it a Bleffing. 
When we were there, the whole Room was hang’d about 
with Bags of Silkworms Eggs; to the end that by re¬ 
maining in fo Holy a place, they might attrad a Bene- 
didion, and a Virtue of encreafing. 

Wednefday, Mar. 3. 

The next Morning flatter'd us with the hopes of a fair 
day after the great Rains, which had fallen for near eight 
hours together. We therefore ventur’d to leave Bellulca, 
with no great thanks to it for our Entertainment. But 
we had not gone far, before we began to wifh that we 
had kept our former Accommodation, bad as it was; for 
the Rains began to break out afrelh with greater fury 
than before: nor had we more comfort under foot, the 
Road being very deep and full of (loughs. However we 
refolv’d to go forward in hopes of a better time, and in 
four hours (very long ones in fuch uncomfortable Circum- 
ftances) we arriv’d at Sbolfatia, a poor Village fituate upon 
a fmall River which we were oblig’d to pafs. A River 
we might call it now, it being fwollcn fo high by the late 
Rains, that it was impaflable ; tho’ at other times it be 
but a fmall Brook, and, in the Summer, perfedly dry. 

Here, inftead of mending our Condition, as we exped- 
ed, we began to drink more deeply of the bitter Cup of 
Pilgrims, being brought to fuch a (trait, that wre knew 
not which way to turn our felves. For (as I (aid) the 
Stream was not fordable, fo that there was no going 
forward; and as for facing about, and returning to the 
place from whence we came, that wjas a thing we were 

very 
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very averfe to : well knowing, by that Mornings expe¬ 
rience, the badnefs of the Road; and iikewife having 
r.eafon to expert but a cold welcome at our Journeys end. 
As for Lodging in the Village, that was a thing not to 
be endured : for the Houfes were all fill'd with Dirt and 
Naftinefs, being inhabited promifcuoufly by the Villagers 
and tlieir Cattle. As for lying in the Campagnia, the 
Rain was fo vehement we could not do that, without an 
evident danger both to our felves and Horfes. 

But whilft we were at this non-plus, not knowing which 
courfe to take, the Rain abated ; and lo we refolved to 
pitch in the open Field, tho' thorowly foaked with the 
wet, efteeming this, however, the leaft evil. Accordingly 
we betook our Selves to a fmall afcent by the water's 
fide, intending there, under our Tents, to wait the falling 
of the Stream. 

We had not enjoy'd this cefiation of Rain long, when 
it began to pour down afre/h, with terrible Lightning 
and Thunder. And now our Care was renewed, and we 
knew not well which to be moft concern'd for ; whether 
our Selves, who enjoyed the miferable comfort of a drop¬ 
ping Tent over us, or for our Servants and Horfes, which 
had nothing but their own Cioaths to proted them. At 
laft, there being a fmall Shecks Houfe, or Burying-place 
hard by, we comforted our Selves with hopes that we 
might take Sanduary there. The only difficulty was, how 
to get admifiion into lo reverenc'd a place; the Turks 
being generally Men of greater Zeal than Mercy. To 
negotiate this affair, we fentaTurk (whom we had taken 
with us for fuch occafions) into the Village; ordering 
him to try firft by fair means to gain admittance, and, if 
that fail'd, to threaten that we would enter by force. But 
the Religion of this place was of that kind which fuper- 
fedes, inftead of improving Humanity. The people abfo- 
lutely deny'd us the fmall Charity we demanded ; and 
fent us word they would die upon otirSvvords,before they 
would yield to have their Faith defil’d : adding farther, 
that it was their Faith to be true to Hamet and Alj, but 

B to 
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to hate and renounce Omar and Abu Beker; and that 
this principle they were refolv’d to Hand by. We told 
them we had as bad an opinion of Omar and Abu Beker 
as they could have: That we defir’d only a little (helter 
from the prefent Rain, and had no intention to defile 
their Faith. And thus with good words, we brought 
them to confent, that we might fecure our Baggage in 
the Shecks Houfe; but as for our Selves and Arms, ’twas 
our irreverlible fentence to be excluded out of the hal¬ 
low’d Walls. We were glad however, to get the Merci- 
lefs Doors open upon any terms ; not doubting, but we 
(hould be able to make our advantage of it afterwards 
according to our defire: Which we adually did; for when 
it grew dark, and the Villagers were gone to lleep, we 
all got into the place of refuge, and there pafled a Me¬ 
lancholy Night among the Tombs: Thus elcaping,how¬ 
ever, the greater evil of the Rain which fell all Night in 
great abundance. 

Being now crept into the infide of the JShecks Houfe, 
I muft not omit, in requital for our Lodgings, to give 
fome account of the nature of fuch Strudures. They are 
(tone Fabricks generally fix or eight Yards fquare (more 
or lefs) and roofed with a Cupola, ereded over the 
Graves of fome eminent Shecks, that is, fuch Perfons, as 
by their Jong Beards, Prayers of the fame (tandard, and a 
kind of Pharifaical fupercilioufnefs (which are the great 
Virtues of the Mahometan Religion) have purchas’d to 
themfclves the reputation of Learning and Saints. 

Of thefe Buildings there are many fcatter’d up and 
down the Country; (for you will find among the Turks 
far more dead Saints than living ones.) They are fituated 
commonly, tho’ not always, upon the moft eminent and 
conlpicuous Afcents. To thefe Oratories the people re¬ 
pair with their Vows and Prayers, in their leveral di- 
(trefTes, much after the fame manner, as the Romanifts 
do to the (brines of their Saints. Only, in this refped 
the pradice of the Turks feems to be more Orthodox, in 
regard that, tho’ they make their Saint’s (hrine the Houfe 
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of Prayer; yet they always make God alone, and not the 
Saint, the object of their addrefles. 

Thurfday, March 4. 

To revive us after the heavinefs of the lafl: Night, we 
had the confolation to be informed this Morning, that 
the River was fordable at a place a little farther down 
the Stream; and upon experiment we found it true as 
was reported. Glad of this difcovery, we made the bell 
difpatch we could to get clear of this inhofpitable place; 
and according to our defires, foon arriv'd, with all our 
Baggage, on the other fide of the River. 

From hence, afcending gently for about half an hour, 
we came to the foot of a very deep Hill, which, when 
we had reached its top, prefented us with the firfl pro¬ 
pped of the Ocean. We had in view like wife at about 
two hours diftance to the Weftward, the City Latichea, 
fituate on a flat fruitful ground clofe by the Sea; A City 
firft Built by Seleucus Nicator, and by him call'd, in ho¬ 
nour of his Mother, which Name it retains, with 
a very little corruption of it, at this day. It was anciently 
a place of great Magnificence; but in the general Cala¬ 
mity which befel this Country, it was reduced to a very 
low condition, and fo remain'd for a long time ; But of 
late Years it has been encouraged to hold up its head 
again, and is rebuilt, and become one of the moll flou- 
rilhing places upon the Coall; being cherilhed, and put 
in a way of Trade by Coplan -Aga, a Man of great wealth 
and authority in thefe parts, and much addided to Mcr- 
chandife. 

From the Hill which we lafl afcended, we had a fmali 
defcent into a fpacious Plain, along which we travelled 
Southward, keeping the Sea on the right hand, and a 
ridge of Mountains on the left. Having gone about one 
hour and a half in this Plain, we difccrn’d on the left 
hand, not far from the Road, two ancient Tombs. They 
were Chells of Stone two Yards and a half long each. 
Their Cavities were cover'd over with large Tables of 
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Stone., that had been lifted afide probably in hopes of 
Trealure. The Chefts were carved on the outftde with 
Ox-heads, and wreathes hanging between them, after the 
manner of adorning Heathen Altars. They had like- 
wile at firft, Infcriptions graven on them : But thefe were 
fo eaten out, that One could not difcover fo much as the 
fpecies of the Characters. Here were alfo feveral foun¬ 
dations of Buildings • but whether there were ever any 
place of Note fit&ated hereabouts, or what it might be, 
I cannot refolve. 

Above an hour from thefe Tombs we came to another 
Stream, which hopp’d our March again. Thefe Moun¬ 
tain Rivers are ordinarily very kiconfiderable : But they 
are apt to fwell upon hidden Rains, to the deftruCtion 
of many a Paffenger, who will be fo hardy as to venture 
unadvifedly over them. We took a morejiiccefsful care 
at this place ; for Marching about an hour higher up by 
the fide of the Stream, we found a place, where the wa¬ 
ters by dilating were become ihallower, and there we got 
a fafe paffage to the other fide. From hence we bent our 
Courfe to recover our former Road again; but we had 
not gone far, before there began a very violent Storm of 
Hail follow’d by a hard and continued Rain, which forced 
us to make the bell of our way to Jebilee, leaving our 
Baggage to follow us at leifure. 

Our whole Stage this day was about fix hours, pointing 
for the fir It hour Weft, and for the remaining part near 
South, having the Sea on the right hand, and a ridge of 
Mountains at about two hours diftancc on the left. And in 
this ftate ourRoad continued for feveral days after,without 
any difference, fave only,that theMounrains at fome places 
approach nearer the Sea; at other,retire farther off. Thefe 
Mountains go under different Names in feveral places, as 
they run along upon the Coaft, and are inhabited by rude 
People of feveral denominations.In that part of them above 
Jebilee, there dwell a people, called by the Turks Neceres, 
of a very ftrange and fingular Character. For ’tis their 
principle toadhere to no certainReligion; butChamaeleon- 
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like, they put on the Colour of Religion, whatever it 
be, which is refleded upon them from the Perfbns with 
whom they happen to converfe. With Chriftians they 
profefs themfelves Chriftians; With Turks they are good 
Muffelmans; With Jews they pafs for jews; being fuch 
Proteus's in Religion, that no body was ever able to dif- 
cover what fhape or ftandard their Confciences are really 
of. All that is certain concerning them is, that they make 
very much good Wine, and are great Drinkers. 

Friday, Mar. 5. 

This whole day we fpent at Jebilee to recruit our 
Selves after our late fatigues ; having the convenience of 
a new Fane to lodge in. Built at the North entrance into 
the City, by Oft an the prefent Baftoa of Tripoli. 

Jebilee is feated dole by the Sea, having a vaft, and 
very fruitful Plain ftretching round about it, on its other 
fides. It makes a very mean figure at prefent: Tho' it 
ftill retains the diftindion of a City, and difcovers evi¬ 
dent footfteps of a better condition in former times. Its 
Ancient Name, from which alfo it derives its prefent, 
was Gabala; under which Name it occurs in Strabo, and 
other old Geographers. In the time of the Greek Em- 
perours, it was dignify'd with a Bifhop's See. In which 
iometimes fate Severian, the Grand Adverfary and Arch- 
Confpirator againft Chryfcftotn. 

The raoft remarkable things, that appear here at this 
day, are a Mofque, and an Alms-houfe juft by it, both 
Built by Sultan Ibrahim. In the former his Body is de¬ 
posited, and we were admitted to fee his Tomb, tho’held 
by the Turks in great Veneration. We found it only a 
great wooden Cheft, ereded over his Grave, and cover'd 
with a Carpet of painted Calico, extending on all fides 
down to the ground. It was alfo trick'd up with a great 
many long Ropes of wooden Beads hanging upon it, and 
fomewhat refembling die furniture of a Button-maker's 
Shop. This is the Turks ufual way of adorning the 
Tombs of their holy Men, as I have feen in feveral other 
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inflances. The long firings of Beads pading in this Coun¬ 
try for marks of great Devotion and Gravity, In this 
Mofque we faw feveral large Incenfe Pots, Candlefticks 
for Altars, and other Church furniture, being thefpoils 
of Chriflian Churches at the taking of Cyprus. Clofe by 
the Mofque is a very beautiful Bagnio, and a fmall Grove 
of Orange Trees; under the fhade of which. Travellers 
are wont to pitch their Tents in the Summer time. 

TheTurks, that were our conductors into the Mofque, 
entertain’d us with a long Story of this Sultan Ibrahim 
who lies there Interred; eipecially touching his mortifi¬ 
cation, and renouncing the World. They reported that 
having divefled himfelf of his Royalty, he retir’d hither 
and liv’d twenty Years in a Grotto by the Sea fide, dedi¬ 
cating himfelf wholly to Poverty and Devotion : And in 
order to confirm the truth of their relation, they pre¬ 
tended to carry us to the very Cell where he abode. Be¬ 
ing come to the place, we found there a multitude of Se¬ 
pulchres hewn into the Rocks by the Sea fide, according 
to the Ancient manner of Burying in this Country : And 
aitiongft thefe they fhew’d one, which they aver’d to be 
the very place in which the devout Sultan exercifed his 
twenty Years difcipline; and to add a little probability 
to the Story, they fhew’d, at a fmall diflance, another 
Grotto twice as large as any of its fellows, and uncover’d 
at the top, which had three Niches or Praying places 
hewn in its South fide. This they would have to be 
Sultan Ibrahim's Oratory : It being the manner of the 
Turks always to make fuch Niches in their Mofques and 
other places of Devotion, to denote the Southern quarter 
of the World; for that way the Muffelmans are obliged 
to fet their faces when they Pray, in reverence to the 
Tomb of their Prophet. Thefe Niches are always form’d 
exadly refembling thofe ufually made for Statues, both 
in their fize, fabrick, and every circumflance. I have 
fometimes refleded, for what realon the Turks fhould ap¬ 
point fuch Marks to dired their faces toward in Prayer. 
And if I may be allow’d to conjedure, I believe they 
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did it at firft in teftimony of their Iconoclaftick prin¬ 
ciple ; and to exprefs to them both the reality of the Di¬ 
vine prefence there, and at the fame time alfo its Invifi- 
bility. The Relators of this Story of Sultan Ibrahim were 
doubtlefs fully perfuaded of the truth of it themfelves. 
But we could not tell what conjedures to make of it, 
having never met with any account of fuch a Sultan, but 
only from this rude Tradition. 

From thefe Mahometan Sanduaries, our Guide pre¬ 
tended to carry us to a Chriftian Church, about two fur¬ 
longs out of Town on the South, fide. When we came 
to it, we found it nothing but a fmall Grotto in a Rock, 
by the Sea fhore, open on the fide towards the Sea; and 
having a rude pile of Stones ereded in it for an Altar. 
In our return from this poor Chapel, we met with the 
Perfon who was the Curate of it. He told us that Him- 
felf and fome few other Chrillians of the Greek Commu¬ 
nion, were wont to affemble in this humble Cell for Di¬ 
vine Service, being not permitted to have any place of 
Worfhip within the Town. 

Jebilee feems to have had Anciently fome convenience 
for Shipping. There is ftill to be feen a ridge compos’d 
of huge fquare Stones running a little way into the Sea; 
which appears to have been formerly continued farther 
on, and to have made a Mole. Near this place we faw 
a great many Pillars of Granite, fome by the Water fide, 
others tumbled into the Water. There were others in a 
Garden clofe by, together with Capitals of white Marble 
finely carv’d ; which teftify in fome meafure the Ancient 
Splendor of this City. 

But the raoft confiderable Antiquity in Jebilee, and 
greateft Monument of its former Eminency, is the re¬ 
mains of a Noble Theater juft at the North Gate of the 
City. It paffes amongft the Turks for an old Caftle; 
which (according to the Afiatick way of enlarging) they 
report to have been of fo prodigious a height, when in 
its perfed date, that a Horfeman might have rid, about 
Sun-rifing, a full hour in the (hade of it. 

As 
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As for what remains of this mighty Babel, it is no more 
than twenty Foot high. The flat flde of it has been 
blown up with Gun-powder by the Turks. And from 
hence ( as they related) was taken a great quantity of 
Marble, which we faw ufed in adorning their Bagnio and 
Mofque before mentioned. All of it that is now Hand¬ 
ing is the Semi-Circle. It extends from corner to corner 
juft a hundred Yards. In this Semi-Circular part, is a 
range of feventeen round Windows juft above the ground, 
and between the Windows all round were raifed, on high 
Pedeftals, large Mafly Pillars, Handing as Buttrefles 
againft the Wall, both for the ftrength and ornament 
of theFabrick; but thefe fupporters are at prefent raoft 
of them broken down. 

Within is a very large Arena, but the juft meafure of 
it could not be taken, by reafon of the Houles with which 
the Turks have almoft fill'd it up. On the Weft fide, the 
feats of the Spectators remain ftill entire, as do likewife 
the Caves or Vaults which run under the Subfellia all 
round the Theater. The outward Wall is three Yards 
three quarters thick, and built of very large and firm 
Stones; which great ftrength has preferv'd it thus long 
from the jaws of time, and from that general ruin, which 
the Turks bring with them into molt places where they 
come. 

Saturday, Mar. 6. 

Having done with Jebilee, we put forward again early 
the next Morning, with a profped of much better wea¬ 
ther than we had been attended with, in our former mo¬ 
tions. Our Road continued by the Sea.fide, and in about 
two hours, brought us to a fair deep River, called by 
the Turks Naher-il-Melech, or the King's River. Here 
we favr iome heaps of ruins on both fides of the River, 
with feveral Pillars of Granite, and other footfteps of 
Iome confiderable Buildings. About half an hour far¬ 
ther we pafled another River called Jobar, ihewing the 
remains of a Stone-bridge over it, once well Built but 

now 
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now broken down. On the other fide of this River, in 
a large plough'd Field, flood a great fquare Tower; and 
round about, the rubbijh of many other Buildings. Like- 
wife all along this day’s Journey, we obferv'd many Ruins 
of Caftles and Houfes, which teftify that this Country* 
however it be negle&ed at prefent, was once in the hands 
of a people that knew how to value it, and thought it 
worth the defending. Strabo calls this whole Region 
from Jebllee as far as Aradus, the Country of the Aradl 
(of whom in due place) and gives us the Names of feve- 
ral places fituate anciently along this Coaft; As Paltus, 
Balanea, Car anus, Enjdra, Marathus, Ximyra. But whe¬ 
ther the Ruins which wTe faw this day, may be the remains 
of any of thefe Cities, cannot well. be determin'd at this 
diftance of time; feeing all we have of thofe places, is 
only their names, without any fufiicient difiin&ions, by 
which to difcover their Situation. The Balanea of Strabo 
is indeed faid to be (till extant, being fuppos'd to be the 
fame place, that the Turks (little changing its Name} 
call at this day Baneas. This place is four good hours 
beyond Jebllee. It Hands upon a fmall declivity about a 
furlong diftant from the Sea, and has a fine clear Stream 
running fwiftly by it on the South fide. It is at prefent 
uninhabited, but its Situation proves it to have been an¬ 
ciently a plealant, its Ruins a well-built, and its Bay be¬ 
fore it, an advantageous Habitation. At this place was 
required another Caphar. 

Leaving Baneas, we went on by the Sea fide, and in 
about a quarter of an hour palled by an old Caftle, on the 
top of a very high Mountain. It is built in the figure of 
an Equilateral Triangle, having one of its Angles point¬ 
ing towards the Sea. The Turks call it Merchab; and 
enlarge much upon the Sieges it has fuftain d in former 
times: But whatever force it may have had anciently, it 
is at prefent only a refidence for poor Country people. 
This is probably the lame Caltle mention'd by Adri- 
chomius and others, under the Name of Margath ; to 
which the Biffcops of Balanea were forced to translate 
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their See, by reafon of the infults of the Saracens, 
At about one hour and a half didance from Baneas, we 

came to a fmall clear Stream, which induced us to take 
up our Lodging near it. We pitch'd in the Campagnia 
about two or three furlongs up from the Sea ; having 
in fight, on the Mountains above us, a Village called So¬ 
phia, inhabited folely by Maronites; and a little farther 
Befacky another Village poflefs'd by Turks only; and a 
little farther Merakjah, whofe Inhabitants are a Mifcel- 
lany of Chridians and Turks together. Our whole Stage 
this day was about fix hours. 

Sunday, Mar. 7• 

From this Quarter we remov'd early the next Morn ing, 
and in three hours came to a fair deep River called Nahor 
Huftne •, having an old Bridge turn'd over it, confiding 
of only one Arch, but that very large and exceeding well 
wrought. In one hour and a half more, travelling ltill 
by the Sea fide, we reach'd Tortofa. 

The ancient Name of this place was Orthofia. It was 
a Bidop's See in the Province of Tyre. The Writers of 
the holy Wars make frequent mention of it, as a place 
of great ftrength. And one may venture to believe them, 
from what appears of it at this day. 

Its fituation is on the Sea fhore; having a fpacious 
Plain extending round about it on its other fides. What 
remains of it is the Cadle, which is very large and dill 
inhabited. On one fide, it is wad’d by the Sea; on the 
others, it is fortified by a double Wall of coarfe Marble, 
Built after the Rudick manner. Between the two Walls 
is a Ditch; as likewile is another encompafling the outer- 
mod Wall. You enter this Fortrefs on the North fide, 
over an old Draw-bridge, which lands you in a fpacious 
Room now for the mod part uncover'd, but anciently 
well arch'd over, being the Church belonging to the Ca¬ 
dle. On one fide it refembles a Church, and in witnefs of 
its being fuch, dews at this day, feveral holy Emblems 
carv'd upon its Wall, as that of a Dove defending, over 

the 
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the place where flood the Altar; and in another place 
that of the Holy-Lamb. But on the fide which fronts 
outward, it has the face of a Caflle, being built with Port¬ 
holes for Artillery, inflead of Windows. Round the Caflle 
on the South and Eafl fides, flood anciently the City. Ic 
had a good Wall and Ditch encompafling it, of which 
there are Hill to be feen confiderable remains. But for 
other Buildings, there is now nothing left in it, except a 
Church, which Hands about a furlong EaHward from the 
CaHle. It is one hundred and thirty foot in length, in 
breadth ninety three, and in height fixty one. Its Walls, 
and Arches, and Pillars, are of a BaHard Marble, and all 
Hill fo entire, that a fmall expence would fuffice to re¬ 
cover it into the Hate of a beautiful Church again,. But, 
to the grief of any ChriHian Beholder, it is now made a 
Hall for Cattle, and we were, when we went to fee it, al- 
motl up to our knees in Dirt and Mire. 

From Tortofa we fent our baggage before us, with or¬ 
ders to advance a few Miles farther toward Tripoli, to 
the intent that we might fiiorten our Stage to that place 
the next day. We follow'd not long after, and in about 
a quarter of an hour came to a River, or rather a Chan¬ 
nel of a River, for it was now almoH dry: Tho’que- 
Hionlefs here muH have been anciently no inconfiderable 
Stream ; as we might infer both from the largenefs of the 
Channel, and the fragments of a Stone-bridge, formerly 
laid over it. 

In about half an hour more, we came a Breafi with a 
fmall Ifland, about a league diHant from the fhore, called 
by the Turks Ru-ad. This is fuppofed to be the ancient 
Arvad, Arphad, or Arp ad, (under which feveral names it 
occurs, 2 Kin. 19. 13. Gen. 10. 18. Ez.ek> 27* n. &c.) 
and the Aradus of the Greeks and Romans. It feemed 
to the Eye to be not above two or three furlongs long; 
and was wholly filled up with tall Buildings like Callles. 
The ancient Inhabitants of this Ifland were famous for 
Navigation, and fiad a command upon the Continent as 
far as Gabala.- 
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About a quarter of an hour farther, we came up with 
our.Muliteers; they having pitched our Tents, before 
they had gone fo far as we intended. But this Milcarriage 
they well recompenfed, by the condition of the place 
where they flopp’d; it affording us the Entertaiment of 
feveral notable Antiquities, which we might otherwife 
perhaps have pafs’d by unobferv’d. It was at a green Plat 
lying within one hour o £ Tort of a * a little Southward of 
Aradus, and about a quarter of a mile from theSea, having 
in it a good Fountain (tho’of a bad name) called the 
Serpent Fountain. 

The firft Antiquity that we here obferved, was a large 
Dike thirty yards over at top, cut into the firm Rock. 
Its fides went doping down with Stairs form’d out of the 
natural Rock, defcending gradually from the top to the 
bottom. This Dike ftretch’d in a dired: line, Eaft and 
Weft more than a furlong, bearing ftill the fame figure 
of Stairs running in right lines all along its fides. It broke 
off at Jaft at a flat marfhy ground, extending about two 
furlongs betwixt it and the Sea. It is hard to imagine that 
the Water ever flow’d up thus high ; and harder (with¬ 
out fuppofing that) to refolve, for what reafon all this 
pains of cutting the Rock in fuch a fafhion, was taken. 

This Dike was on the North fide of the Serpent Foun¬ 
tain ; and juft on the other fide of it, we efpy’d another 
Antiquity, which took up our next obfervation. There 
was a Court of fifty five yards fquare, cut in the natural 
Rock; the fides of the Rock ftanding round it, about 
three yards high, fupplying the place ofWalls. On three 
fides it w,as thus encompaflcd; but to the Northward it 
lay open. In the Center of this Area was a fquare part 
of the Rock left ftanding; being three yards high,and five 
yards and a half fquare. This ferv’d for a Pedeftal to a 
Throne eredled upon it. The Throne was compos’d of 
four large Stones, two at the Sides, one at the Back, an¬ 
other hanging over all at Top, in the manner of a Canopy. 
The whole Stru&ure was about twenty foot high, front¬ 
ing toward that fide where the Court was open. The Stone 
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that made the Canopy was five yards and three quarters 
fquare, and carv'd round with a handfome Cornifh. What 
all this might be defign'd for, we could not imagine; 
unlefs perhaps the Court may pafs for an Idol-Temple, 
and the Pile in the middle for the Throne of the Idol: 
Which feems the more probable, in regard that Hercules> 
i. e. the Sun, the great abomination of the Phenicians, 
was wont to be adored in an open Temple. At the two 
innermofl Angles of the Court, and likewife on the open 
fide, were left Pillars of the natural Rock ; three at each 
of the former, and two at the latter. 

About half a mile to the Southward of the aforefaid An¬ 
tiquities, there flood in view two Towers. But it grow¬ 
ing dark, we were forced to defer our examination of 
them till the next Morning. Our whole Stage this day 
exceeded not fix hours. 

, Monday, March 8. 

Having palled over a refllefs night, in a marfliy and 
unwholfome ground, we got up very early; in order to 
take a nearer view of the two Towers lafl mention'd. We 
found them to be Sepulchral Monuments, ere&ed over 
two ancient Burying places. They flood at about ten 
yards diflance from each other, and their fhape and fa- 
brick is reprefented in the figures (a) and (b). 

The Tower (a) was thirty three foot high. Its longefl 
Stone or Pedeflal was ten foot high, and fifteen fquare: 
The fuperflru&ure upon Which, was firfl a tall Stone in 
form of a Cylinder; and then another Stone cut in fhape 
of a Pyramid. 

The other Tower (b) was thirty foot and two inches 
high. Its Pedeflal was in height fix foot; and fixteen 
foot fix inches fquare. It was iupported by four Lions, 
carv'd one at each corner of the Pedeflal. The Carving 
had been very rude at bell; but was now rendred by time 
much worfe. The upper part rear'd upon the Pedeflal 
was all one fingle flone, in fafhion as is reprefented in 
the figure (b) 

Each 
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Each of thefe barbarous Monuments had under it fe- 
veral Sepulchers ; the Entrances into which, were on the 
South fide. It coft us fome time and pains to get into 
them; the Avenues being obllru&ed, firft with Briars and 
Weeds, and then with Dirt. But however we remov'd 
both thefe Obllacles; encouraging our felves with the 
Hopes, or rather making our felves merry with the Fancy, 
of hidden Trcafure. But as foon as we were enter'd into 
the Vaults, we found that our golden Imaginations ended 
(as all worldly hopes and projects do at laft) in Duff, and 
Putrefa&ion. But however, that we might not go away 
without fome reward for our pains, we took as exad a 
Purvey as we could of thefe Chambers of darknefs * which 
were difpos'd in fuch manner as is exprefs’d in the fol¬ 
lowing Figures. 

The Chambers under the Tower (a) lay as is repre- 
fented in the firfl Figure. Going dowTn feven or eight 
Heps, you come to the mouth of the Sepulcher; where 
crawling in, you arrive in the Chamber (1) which is nine 
foot two inches broad, and eleven foot long. Turning to 
the right hand, and going thro' a narrow Paffage,you come 
to the Room (2) which is eight foot broad,and ten long. 
In this Chamber are feven Cells for Corpfes, vk»two over- 
againft the entrance, four on the left hand, and one un- 
finifh'd on the right. Thefe Cells were hewn diredly into 
the firm Rock. We meafur'd feveral of them, and found 
them eight foot and an half in length, and three foot 
tiiree inches fquare. I would not infer from hence that 
the Corpfes depofited here, were of fuch a Gigantick fize, 
as to fill up fuch large Coffins: Tho' at the fame time, 
why ffiould any Men be fo prodigal of their labour, as to 
cut thefe Caverns into fo hard a Rock as this was, much 
farther than Neceffity requir’d? 

On the other fide of the Chamber (1) was a narrow 
paffage feven foot long, leading into the Room (3) whole 
Dimenfions wrere nine foot in breadth,and twelve in length. 
It had eleven Cells, of fomewhat a lefs fize than the for¬ 
mer, lying at equal diftances all round about it. 

Palling 
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Fading out of the Room (1) fore-right, you have two 
narrow entrances, each feven foot Jong, into the Room (4). 
This Apartment was nine foot fquare: It had no Cells in 
it like the others; Nor any thing elfe remarkable, but 
only a Bench, cut all along its fide on the left hand. 
From the Defcription of this Sepulcher, it is eafy to con¬ 
ceive the Difpofition of the other ; which is reprefented 
in the figure (y. d). The height of the Rooms in Both, 
was about fix foot; and the Towers were built each over 
the innermoft Room of the Sepulchers, to which it be¬ 
longed. 

At about the diftance of a furlong from this place, we 
difcern’d another Tower, refembling this laft aefcrib'd. 
It was ere&ed likewife over a Sepulcher, of which you 
have the Delineation in the figure (7) and (8). There was 
this Singularity obfervable in this laft Sepulcher; that its 
Cells were cut into the Rock eighteen foot in length, 
poflibly to the intent, that two or three Corpfes might 
be depofited in each of them, at the feet of one another. 
But having a long Stage this day to Tripoli, we thought 
it not feafonable to fpend any more time in this place; 
which might perhaps have afforded us feveral other An¬ 
tiquities. 

And yet for all our hafte, we had not gone a Mile, be¬ 
fore our Curiofity was again arrefted by the Obfervation 
of another Tower, which appear'd in a Thicket not far 
from the way fide. It was thirty three foot and a half 
high, and thirty one foot fquare; compos’d of huge fquare 
Stones, and adorn'd with a handfome Cornifh all round 
at Top. It contain'd only two Rooms, one above the 
other ; into Both which, there were Entrances on the 
North-fide thro' two fquare holes in the Walhf The Se¬ 
paration between Both Rooms, as alfo the Covering at 
the top, was made, not of Arch'd-work, but of vaft flat 
Stones; in thicknefs four foot, and lo great an Extent, 
that two of them in each place, fufliced to fpread over the 
whole Fabrick. This was a very ancient Structure, and 
probably a place of Sepulture. 

I muft 
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I muft not forget, that round about the Serpent Fuitn- 
tain, and alfo as far as this laft Tower, we faw many Se¬ 
pulchers, old Foundations, and other remains of: Anti¬ 
quity. From all which it may be affuredly concluded, that 
here muft needs have been fome famous Habitation in aiir- 
cient Times: But whether this might be the Ximyra, laid 
down by Strabo hereabouts (or as Pliny calls it, Lib.f. Nat. 
Hlft. Cap.20. Simyra) the fame poftibly with the Country 
of the Zemarites> mention'd in conjundion with the Ar- 
vadltesy Gen. io. 18. I leave to others to difcufs. 

Having quitted our felves of thefe Antiquities, we en¬ 
ter'd into a fpacious Plain, extending to a vaft breadth, 
between the Sea and the Mountains, and in length reach¬ 
ing almoft as far as Tripoli. The People of the Country 
call it Junia, that is, the Plain; which name they give it 
by way of Eminency, upon account of its vaft Extent. 
We were full feven hours in palling it; and found it all 
along exceeding fruitful, by reafon of the many Rivers 
and the great plenty of Water, which it enjoys. Of thefe 
Rivers, the firft is about fix hours before you come to 7>i- 
poli. It has a Stone-Bridge over it, of three large Arches; 
and is the biggeft Stream in the whole Plain: For which 
reafon it goes by the name of Nahor il Kibber, or the great 
River. About half an hour farther you come to another 
River, called Nahor Abrojlo, or the Leper's River. In 
three quarters of an hour more you pafs a third River, 
called Nahor Acchar y having a handfome Stone-Bridge, of 
one very large Arch, laid over it. Two good hours more 
bring you to a fourth River, called- or the cold 
Waters, with a Bridge of three Arches over it. From 
hence you have two good hours more to Tripoli. I took 
the more exad account of all thefe Streams, to the intent 
that I mrght give fome light, for the better deciding that 
difference which is found in Geographers, about the 
place of the River Eleutherus. The Moderns, all with 
one confent, give that name to a River between Tyre and 
Sidon, called by the Turks Cafimeer. But this contra- 
dids the univerfal Teftimony of the Ancients, who place 

EleU- 
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Eleutherus more Northward. Strabo will have it jfome- 
where between Orthofid and Tripoli, as a Boundary di¬ 
viding Syria from Phanicia (p. p8.) Pliny places it near 
Orthofid, emptying it {'elf into the Sea over againtl Aradus, 
Nat. Hift. Lib. C. 20. The Writer of the Maccabees, 
I Macc.12. 25. 30. lays it in the Land of Hamath; which 
Country, whatever it were, was certainly without the 
Borders of Ifrael, as appears from the fame Author. To 
this Jofephus agrees, placing Eleutherus to the North of 
Sidon, as may be collected from him, Lib, 14. Antiq. Jud. 
Cap. 7. 8. where, fpeaking of Mark^ Antony s Donation to 
Cleopatra, he reports, how that Extravagant Gallant gave 
her all the Cities between Eleutherus and Egypt, except 
Tyre and Sidon. Ptolemy, as cited by Terranius, places it 
yet more Northerly, between Orthofid amd Balanea. From 
all which it is evident, that this cannot be the true an¬ 
cient Eleutherus which the Moderns aflign for it. But that 
Name is rather to be afcrib’d to one of thefe Rivers, 
eroding the Plain of Junta: Or elfe (if Pliny's Authority 
may be rely’d upon) to that River (now dry) which I 
mention’d a little on this fide of Tortofa, and which has 

; its Mouth almoft oppofite to Aradus. But I will not 
1 determine any thing in this point, contenting my felf to 
! have given an account of the feveral Rivers as we pafs’d 
\ them. 

Tuefday, Mar. 9. 

Drawing towards Tripoli, our Muletiers were afraid to 
D advance, left their Beafts might be prefs’d for publick 
\ fervice; as they were afterwards, in lpight of all their 1 Caution, to our great Vexation, So we left them in the 

Plain of Junta, and proceeded our felves for Tripoli', where 
t. we arriv'd about Sun-fet. Our whole Stage this day was 
f ten hours. 

At Tripoli we repos’d a full Week, being very gene- 
jj rouOy entertain’d by Mr Francis Hafiings the Conful, and 
( Mr John Fifher Merchant, theirs being the only Englifh 
t Houfe in Tripoli, 

I t . 
D Tripoli 
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Tripoli is feated about half an hour from the Sea. The 
major part of the City lies between two Hills; one on the 
Baft, on which is a Caftle commanding the place; another 
on the Weft, between the City and the Sea. This latter 
is faid to have been at firft rais'd, and to be ftill encreas’d 
by the dayly acceffion of Sand, blown to it from the 
Shore : Upon which occafion there goes a Prophecy, that 
the whole City (hall in time be buried with this Sandy 
Hill. But th.e Turks feem not very apprehenfive of this 
Predidion; for inftead of preventing the growth of the 
Hill, they fuffer it to take its Courfe, and make it a place 
of Pleafure, which they would have little inclination to 
do, did they apprehend it were fometime to be their 
Grave. 

Wednefday, Mar. io. 

This day we were all treated by Mr Ftjher in the Cam- 
pagnia. The place where we dined was a narrow plea- 
fant Valley by a River's fide, diftant from the City about 
a Mile Eaft-ward. A-crofs the Valley there runs from 
Hill to Hill a handfome lofty Aquedud, carrying upon 
it fo large a body of Water, as fuffices the whole City. 
It was called the Frinces-Bridge, fuppos’d to have been 
Built by Godfrey of Bulloign. 

Tburfday, Mar. n. 

This day we all dined at Conful Hajlings's Houfe, and 
after dinner went to wait upon Oflan the Bajfa of Tripoli, 
having firft fent our Prefent, as the manner is amongft 
the Turks, to procure a propitious reception. 

It is counted uncivil to vifit in this Country without 
an Offering in hand. All great Men exped it as a kind 
of Tribute due to their Charader and Authority; and 
look upon themfelves as affronted, and indeed defrauded, 
when this Compliment is omitted. Even in familiar Vifits 
amongft inferiour People, you fhall feldom have them 
come without bringing a Flower, or an Orange, or lome 
other liich token of their refped to the Perfon vifited: 

The 
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The Turks, in this point, keeping up the ancient Oriental 
Cuftom hinted, 1 Sam. 9. 7. If we go ( fays Saul) what 
fhali we bring the man of God? there Is not a prefent, 8cc. 
which words are queftionlefs to be underftood in confor¬ 
mity to this Eaftern Cuftom, as relating to a token of 
Refped, and not to a price of Divination. 

Friday, Mar. 12. 

In the Afternoon we went to vifit Bell-Mount a Con¬ 
vent of Greeks, about two hours to the Southward of 
Tripoli. It was founded by one of the Earls of Tripoli, 
and ftands upon a very high Rocky Mountain, looking 
over the Sea; a place of very difficult Afcent, tho' made 
as acceflible as it was capable by the labour of the poor 
Monks. It was our fortune to arrive there juft as they 
were going to their Evening Service. Their Chapel is 
large, but obfcure; and the Altar is inclos'd withCancelli, 
fo as not to be approach'd by any one but the Prieft, ac¬ 
cording to the fafhion of the Greek Churches. They call 
their Congregation together, by beating a kind of a Tune 
with two Mallets on a long pendulous piece of plank at 
the Church door; Bells being an abomination to the 
Turks. 

Their fervice confifted in precipitate, and very irreve¬ 
rent chattering of certain Prayers and Hymns to our blef- 
fed Saviour, and to the bleffed Virgin, and in fome dark 
Ceremonies ; the Prieft, that officiated, fpent at leaft one 
third part of his time, in compafting the Altar, and per¬ 
fuming it with a pot of Incenfe, and then going all round 
the Congregation, flinging his Incenfe-pot backward and 
forward, and tendring its fmoak with three repeated 
Vibrations to every Perfon prefent. Towards the end 
of the Service, there was brought into the Body of the 
Church, a fmall Table, cover'd with a fair linnen Cloth, 
on which were placed five fmall Cakes of Bread crojfs 
way in this form and in the Center of each Cake 
was fix'd a fmall lighted wax Taper, a hole in the Cake 
ferving for a Socket. 

D 2 At 



a 8 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 

At this Ceremony,the Prieft read theGofpeJ concerning 
our Lord's feeding the Multitude with five Loaves. After 
which, the Bread was carried into the Cancelli, and be¬ 
ing there fuddainly broke to Bits, was again brought out 
in a Basket, and prefented to every one in the Affembly, 
that he might take a little. After this Collation the Prieft 
pronounc’d the Blefling, and fo the Service ended. On 
both fides of the Body of the Church, were feats for the 
Monks, in the nature of the Stalls for the Fellows of 
Colleges in Oxford; and on each hand of every Seat were 
placed Crutches. Thefe you find in like manner in mod 
Churches of this Country. Their ufe is for the Prieft to 
lean upon : Their Service being fometimes fo long, that 
they cannot well ftay it out, without the afliftance of fuch 
Eafements; for they are not permitted by their Rubrick 
to fit down. The younger Monks, who perhaps may have 
no great occafion for thefe Supporters, do yet delight 
to ufe them (as the Spaniards do Spe&acles) not for any 
Neceflity, but in affeNation of Gravity. 

The Monks of this Convent were,as I remember, Forty 
in all. We found them feemingly a very good natur’d, 
and induftrious, but certainly, a very ignorant People. 
For I found upon enquiry, they could not give any man¬ 
ner of Rationale of their own Divine Service. And to 
fhew their extream fimplicity, I cannot omit a Comple¬ 
ment made to the Conlul by the chief of them, viz., that 
he was as glad to fee him, as if he had beheld the Mefiiah 
himfelf coming in perfon to make a vifit to him. 

Nor is this Ignorance to be much wondered at; for 
what Intervals of time they have between their hours of 
Devotion, they are forced to fpend, not in Study, but in 
managing of their Flocks, cultivating their Land, prun¬ 
ing their Vineyards, and other labours of Husbandry, 
which they accomplifh with their own hands. This toil 
they are obliged to undergo, not only to provide for 
their own fuftenance, but alfo that they may be able to 
fatisfy the unreafonable Exactions, which the greedy 
Turks, upon every pretence they can invent, are ready 

to 
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to impofe upon them. -But that it may be the better 
guefs'd what fort of Men thefe Greek Monks are, I will 
add this farther Indication, viz. that the fame Perfon, 

1 whom we faw officiating at the Altar, in his embroider'd 
Sacerdotal Robe, brought us the next day, on his own 
back, a Kid, and a Goat's Skin of Wine, as a Prefent 
from the Convent. 

Saturday, Mar, 13. 

This Morning we went again to wait upon Ofian Bajfa 
by his own appointment • and were entertain'd, as before, 
with great Courtefy. For you muft know that the Turks 
are not fo ignorant of Civility, and the Arts of endear¬ 
ment, but that they can pra&ife them with as much 
Exa&nefs, as any other Nation, whenever they have a 

:i mind to/hew themfelves obliging. For the better appre¬ 
hending of which, it may not be improper, nor unplea- 
fant here to defcribe the Ceremonies of a Turkifh vi/it, 
as far as they have ever fallen under my obfervation, ei¬ 
ther upon this, or any other occafions. 

When you would make a vi/it to a Per/on of Quality 
here, you mull fend one before with a Prefent to befpeak 

| your admi/Iion, and to know at what hour your coming 
may be moll feafonable. Being come to the Houfe, the 
Servants receive you at the outermoft Gate, and condudt 

; you toward their Lord or Mailer’s Apartment; other 
Servants (I fuppofe of better Rank) meeting you in the 
way, at their leveral Stations, as you draw nearer to the I Perfon you vifit. Coming into his Room, you find him 
prepar'd to receive you, either ilanding at the edge of the 
Duan, or el/e lying down at one corner of it, according 

fi as he thinks it proper to maintain a greater or lefs Diftin- 
i &ion. Thefe Duans are a fort of low Stages, feated in 

the pleafante/l part of the Room, elevated about fixteen 
j or eighteen inches or more above the Floor. They are 
3 , fpread with Carpets, and furni/hed all round withBolfters 

1 for leaning upon. Upon thefe the Turks eat, deep, imoak, 
receive vi/its, fay their prayers, &c, Their whole delight 

* is 
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is in lolling upon them, and in furni/hing them richly out 
is their greateft Luxury. 

Being come to the fide of the Duan, you flip off your 
Shoes, and ftepping up take your place; which you mud 
do firft at fome diftance, and upon your knees, laying 
your hands very formally before you. Thus you muft re¬ 
main, till the Man of Quality invites you to draw nearer, 
and to put your felfin an eafier pofture, leaning upon the 
Bolder. Being thus fix'd, he difcourfes with you as the 
Occafion offers; the Servants danding round all the while 
in a great number, and with the profounded refpeft, fi- 
lence, and order imaginable. When you have talked over 
yourBufinelSjOr theComplements,or whatever other Con¬ 
cern brought you thither, he makes a Sign to have things 
ferv’d in for the Entertainment; which is generally a little 
Sweetmeat, a difh of Sherbet, and another of Coffee: All 
which are immediately brought in by the Servants, and 
tender'd to all the Gueds in order, with the greateft Care 
and Awfulnefs imaginable. And they have reafon to look 
well to it; for fliould any Servant make but the lead Slip 
or Midake, either in delivering or receiving his Difh, it 
might cod him fifty, perhaps one hundred, Drubs on his 
bare feet, to attone for his Crime. At lad comes the fin idl¬ 
ing part of your Entertainment, which is perfuming the 
Beards of the Company; a Ceremony, which is perform'd 
in this manner. They have for this purpofe a fmall Sil¬ 
ver Chaffing-difh, cover'd with a lid full of holes, and 
Exed upon a handfome Plate. In this they put fome frefli 
Coals, and upon them a piece of Lignum Aloes, and then 
fhutting it up,the fmoak immediately afeends with a grate¬ 
ful Odour thro' the holes of the Cover. This fmoak is 
held under every ones Chin, and offer’d, as it were, a Sa¬ 
crifice to his Beard. The briftly Idol foon perceives the 
reverence done to it, and fo greedily takes in, and incor¬ 
porates the gummy deam,that it retains the favour of it, 
and may ferve for a Nofegay a good while after. 

This Ceremony may perhaps feem ridiculous at firft 
bearing; But it palTes among the Turks for an high Gra¬ 

tification. 
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tification. And I will fay this in its vindication, that its 
defign is very wife and uleful. For it is underftood to give 
a civil difmiflion to the Vifitants; intimating to them, 
that the Matter of the Houle has Bulinefs to do, or fome 
other Avocation, that permits them to go away attoon as 
they pleafe, and the fooner after this Ceremony the better. 
By this means you may, at any time, without offence, de¬ 
liver your felf from being detain'd from your Affairs by 
tedious and unfealonable Vilits; and from being con- 
(train'd to ufe that piece of Hypocrify, fo common in the 
World, of preffing thofe to ttay longer with you, whom 
perhaps in your heart you wifh a great way oft', for having 
troubled you fo long already. But of this enough. 

Having difeharged our vifit to Oftan Bajfa, we rid out 
after Dinner to view the Marine. It is about half an hour 
dittant from the City. The Port is an open Sea, rather 
than an enclos'd Harbour: However it is in part defended 
from the force of the Waves, by two fmall Iflands about 
two leagues out from the Shore; One of which is call'd 
the Bird, the other the Coney-J/land, being fo named from 
the Creatures which they feverally produce. For its fecu- 
rity from Pirates, it has feveral Cattles, or rather fquare 
Towers, built all-along upon the Shore at convenient di- 
ftances. They are (I think) fix in number, but at pre- 
(ent void of all manner of force, both of Men and Am¬ 
munition. 

In the Fields near the Shore, appear'd many heaps of 
Ruins, and Pillars of Granite, and feveral other Indica¬ 
tions, that here mutt have been anciently fome confi- 
derable Buildings this way. Which agrees very well with 
what Cafaubon, in his Notes upon Strabo (p. 2,13.) quotes 
out of Diodorus, vis., that the place called Tripoli, was an¬ 
ciently a Clutter of three Cities Handing at a furlong's 
diftance from each other; of which the firft was a Seat 
of the Aradii, the fecond of the Sidonians, the third of 
the Tyrians. And from hence it is probable, that Tripoli 
was a Name given at firft to three diftind, but adjacent 
places, and not to one City; built (as is uiually laid) by 

the 
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the mingled Intereft of Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus: It being 
hard to conceive, how three fuch independent Common¬ 
wealths fhonld thus concur in the Founding of one City 
between them; and harder, how they Ihould agree in 
governing it afterward. 

Sunday, Mar. 14. 

We continued ftiil in Tripoli. 

Monday, Mar. if. 

Refolving to prolecute our Journey this day, we had 
given orders to our Muletiers fome time before, to be 
ready to attend us. But they had been fo frighted by the 
Bajfa of Sidon $ Servants, who were abroad in quell of 
Mules, for the fervice of their Mailer, that they were run 
away, and could not be heard of. A Difappointment 
which gave us much Vexation, and left us no other re¬ 
medy, but only to fupply our felves with frelh Bealls, 
where we could find them. 

Having after much trouble, put our felves into a new 
pollure of Travelling, we parted from Tripoli at three of 
the Clock in the Afternoon; proceeding clofe by the Sea, 
we came in one hour and a half to Callemone, a fmall 
Village jull under Bell-Mount. From hence putting for¬ 
ward till near eight of the Clock, we came to an high 
Promontory, which lay dtre&ly crofs our way, and broke 
off abruptly at the Sea fide, with a Cape very high, and 
almoll perpendicular. In order to pal's this Barrier, we 
turn’d up on the left hand, into a narrow Valley thro* 
which our Road lay 3 and it being now late, we took 
up our Quarters there under fome Olive Trees, having 
come in all about five hours. 

The Promontory which terminated our Journey, feems 
to be that called by Strabo * tv w 0s« or the face 
of God, afiign’d by that Author for the end of Mount Li- 
banus. Between this place and Tripoli he mentions like- 
wife a City called Trier is: But of this we law no Foot- 

* Strab. lib. 16. Pomp, l/lela, lib, i. cap. 12, 
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fteps, unlefs you will allow for fuch, lome Sepulchers 
which we faw cut in the Rocks, about one hour and a 
half before we arrived at the Promontory. 

Tuefdaj, Mar. 16. 

We were no fooner in motion this Morning, but we 
were engaged in the difficult work of crofting over the 
foremention'd Cape. The Pafs over it lies about a mile 
up from the Sea. We found it very fteep and rugged 5 
but in an hour or thereabout matter'd it, and arrived in 
a narrow Valley on the other fide, which brought the Sea 
open to us again. Near the entrance of this Valley ttands 
a fmall Fort, erected upon a Rock perpendicular on all 
{ides, the Walls of the Buildings being juft adequate to 
the ttdes of the Rock, and Teeming almoft of one con¬ 
tinued piece with them. This Cattle is called Temfeida9 
and commands the paffage into the Valley. 

In about half an hour from this place, we came even 
with Patrone; a place efteem’d to be the ancient Botrus. 
It is fituate dole by the Sea, and our Road lying fome- 
what higher up in the Land, we diverted a little out of 
the way to fee it. We found in it fome remains of an old 
Church and a Monaftery : But thele are now perfectly 
ruin'd and defolate; as is likewife the whole City. Nor 
is there any thing left in it, to tettify it has been a place 
of any great confideration. 

In three hours more we came to Gibjle, call'd by the 
Greeks Byblus, a place once famous for the Birth and 
Temple of Adorns. It is pleafantly (ituated by the Sea 
fide. At prefent it contains but a little extent of Ground, 
but yet more than enough for the fmall number of its 
Inhabitants. It is compafted with a dry Ditch, and 
a Wall, with fquare Towers in it at about every forty 
yards dittance. On its South fide, it has an old Cattle; 
within it, is a Church, exactly of the fame figure with 
that at Tortcfa, only not fio entire as that. Befides this, 
it has nothing remarkable, tho' anciently it was a place 
of no mean extent, as well as beauty; as may appear 
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from the many heaps of Ruins, and the fine Pillars 
that are fcatter'd up and down in the Gardens near the 
Town. 

Gtbyle is probably the Country of the Giblites, men¬ 
tion'd JoJh. 13. <$. King Hiram made ufe of the People 
of this place in preparing Materials for Solomons T emple; 
as may be collected from the firft of Kings, 5. 18. where 
the word, which our Tranflator hath render'd flone- 
fquarers, in the Hebrew is Giblim or Giblites, and 
in the LXXII Interpreters Bu£a/o/, that is, the Men of By- 
blus: the former ufing the Hebrew, the latter the Greek 
Name of this place. The fame difference may be ob- 
ferved likewife Ez.ek. 27. 9- where this place is again 
mention'd. The Ancients of Gebal, fays our Tranflation, 
following the Hebrew; inftead of which, you read in 
the LXXII again 0/ BuCajW, the Elders of Bybli 
or Byblus. 

Leaving Gtbyle, we came in one hour to a fair large 
River, with a Stone Bridge over it, of only one Arch, but 
that exceeding wide and lofty. To this River the Turks 
give the Name of Ibrahim Bajfa; but it is doubtlefs the 
ancient River Adonis, fo famous for the Idolatrous Rites 
perform'd here in lamentation of Adonis. Upon the bank 
of this Stream we took up bur Quarters for the following 
Night, having come this day about fix Hours. We had 
a very tempeftuous night both of Wind and Rain, almofl 
without ceffation, and with fo great violence, that our 
Servants were hardly able to keep up our Tents over 
us. But however, this Accident which gave us fo much 
trouble in the night, made us amends with a curiofity, 
which it yielded us an opportunity of beholding the next 
Morning. 

Wednefday, Mar. 17, 

For by this means we had the fortune to fee what may 
be fuppofed to be the occalion of that Opinion, which 
Lucian relates, concerning this River, i7k,. That this 
Stream, at certain feafons of the Year, efpecially about 

the 
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the Feaft of Adonis, is of a bloody colour; which the 
Heathens looked upon as proceeding,from a kind of Sym¬ 
pathy in the River, for the Death of Adonis, who was 
killed by a wild Boar in the Mountains, out of which this 
Stream riles. Something like this we law actually come 
to pafs; for the Water was ftain'd to a lurpriling red- 
nefs; and, as we obferv'd in Travelling, had dilcolourM 
the Sea a great way into a reddifh hue, occasion'd doubt- 
lefs by a fbrt of Minium, or red Earth, walked into the 
River by the violence of the Rain, and not by any ftain 
from Adonis's Blood. 

In an hour and a quarter from this River we palled over 
the foot of the Mountain Climax, where, having gone 
thro' a very rugged and uneven Pafs, we came into a large 
Bay called* Junta. At the fir ft entrance into the Bay, is an 
old Stone Bridge, which appoints the limits between the 
two Balfalicks of Tripoli and Sidon. At the bottom of the 
Bay are exceeding high and deep Mountains, between 
which and the Sea, the Road lies. Thefe are the Moun¬ 
tains of Cafiravan, chiefly inhabited by Maronites, famous 
for a growth of excellent Wine. The Maronite Bifliop of 
Aleppo has here his refidence in a Convent, of which he is 
the Guardian. We faw many other fmall Convents on 
the top of thefe Mountains. One of which call'd Oouer 
was, as we were here told, in the hands of ten or twelve 
Latin Fryars. Toward the further fide of the Bay, we 
came to a fquare Tower or Caftle, of which kind there 
are many all along upon the Coaft for feveral days jour¬ 
ney from this place : They are faid to have been built by 
the Emprefs Helena, for the protection of the Country 
from Pirates. At this Tower is to be paid a fourth * Ca- 
phar. It is receiv'd by Maronites, a pack of Rogues more 
exa&ing and infolent in their office, than the very Turks 
themielves. A little beyond this place, we came to a 
Road cut thro' the Rocks, which brought us out of the 
Bay, having been one hour and a quarter in compalling it. 
In an hour more fpent upon a very rugged way, clofe by 

* Half per Franck, quarter per Servant. 
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the Sea, we came to the River Lycus, call'd alfo fome- 
time Cams, and by the Turks at this day Nahor Kelp. 
It d erives its Name from an Idol in the form of a Dog 
or Wolf, which was worshiped, and is faid to have pro¬ 
nounc’d Oracles at this place. The Image is pretended 
to be fhewn to Strangers at this day, lying in the Sea 
with its heels upward : I mean the Body of it; for its 
Oracular head is reported to have been broken off, and 
carry'd to Venice, where (if fame be true) it may be feen 
at this day. 

I know not by what miftake, feveral modern Geogra¬ 
phers confound this River with Adonis, making them to 
be one and the lame; whereas the contrary is apparent, 
both from experimental Obfervation, and from the Au¬ 
thority of Ancient Geographers. 

This River iffues into the Sea from between two Moun¬ 
tains exceflive fteep and high; and fo rocky, that they 
feem to confft each of one entire Stone. For croffing the 
River, you go up between thefe Mountains about a Bow 
(hot from the Sea, where you have a good Bridge of four 
Arches; near the foot of which, is a piece of white Marble 
inlaid in the fide of a Rock, with an Arab Inlcription on 
it, intimating its Founder to have been the Emir Faccar- 
dine (of whom I fhall have occahon to fpeak more when 
I come to Beroot.) Being paffed the River, you imme¬ 
diately begin to alcend the Mountain, (or rather great 
Rock) hanging over it on that fide. To accommodate 
the pad age, you have a path of above two yards breadth 
cut along its fide, at a great height above the Water ; 
being the work of the Emperour Antoninus. For the Pro¬ 
montory allowing no Paffage between it and the Sea, at 
bottom, that Emperour undertook, with incredible la¬ 
bour, to open this way above. The memory of which 
good work is perpetuated, by an Infcription engraven on 
a Table plain’d ip the fide of the natural Rock, not far 
from the entrance into the way. As follows, 

imp: 
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IMP.'CAES: M: AUIELIUS 

ANTONINUS, PIUS, FELIX, AUGUSTUS 

parth; max: brit: germ: maximus 

PONTIFEX MAXIMUS 

MONTIBUS IMMINENTIBUS 

LYCO FLUMINI CAE SIS VIAM DILATAVIT 

P E R— (purpojely erajed) — 

ANTON INI AMAM SUAM 

A little higher up in the way are infcrib’d thefe words, 

INVICTE IMP: ANTONINE F: FELIX AUGI 

MULTIS ANNIS IMPERa! 

In palling this way, we obferv’d, in the fides of the Rock 
above us, feveral Tables of figures carv'd; which feem'd 
to promife fomething of Antiquity. To be fatisfied of 
which, fome of us clamber'd up to the place, and found 
there fome figns as if the old way had gone in that Region, 
before Antoninus cut the other more convenient pafifage a 
little lower. In feveral places hereabout, we faw firange 
antique figures of Men, carv'd in the natural Rock, in 
Mezzo Relievo, and in bignefs equal 
to the life. Clofe by each figure was 
a large Table plain'd in the fide of 
the Rock, and border'd round with 
Mouldings. Both the Effigies and the 
Tables appear'd to have been ancient¬ 
ly infcrib’d all over : But the chara¬ 
cters are now fo defac'd, that nothing 
but the footlleps of them were vifible. 
Only there was one of the figures 
that had both its Lineaments and its 
Infcriptions entire. 

It was our unhappinefs to have at this place a very 
violent {form of Thunder and Rain, which made our 
Company too much in hafte to make any long flay here. 
By which misfortune I was prevented to my great Regret, 
from copying the Infcription, and making liich an exa& 

fcrutiny 
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fcrutiny into this Antiquity, as it Teem'd very well to de¬ 
serve. I hope Tome curious Traveller or other will have 
better fuccefs in pafting this way hereafter. The Figures 
feem’d to refemble Mummys, and were perhaps the re- 
prefentation of fome perfons buried hereabout; whole 
Sepulchers might probably alfo be difeover’d by the di¬ 
ligent Obferver. 

The Antonine way extends about a quarter of an hours 
Travel. It is at prefent To broken and uneven, that, to 
repair it, would require no lels labour, than that, where¬ 
with it was at firft made. After this Pafs you come upon 
a fmooth fandy Shore, which brings you, in about one 
hour and a half, to the River Beroot, (for I could learn no 
other Name it had:) It is a large River, and has over it 
a Stone Bridge of fix Arches. On its other fide is a plain 
Field near the Sea, which is faid to be the Stage on which 
St GeoYge duell’d, and kill'd the Dragon. In memory of 
this Atchievement, there is a fmall Chapel built upon the 
place, dedicated at firft to that Chriftian Hero; but now 
perverted toaMolque. From hence in an hour we arrived 
at Beroot, very wet by reafon of the long and fevere Rain. 
However we found here the fhelter of a good Kane by 
the Sea fide, and there we took up our Quarters. Our 
whole Stage this day was about fix hours and a half. 

Thurfday, Mar. 18. 

The day following we fpent at Beroot; being credibly 
inform'd, that the River Darner, which lay in our next 
Stage, was fo fwoln by the late Rains, that it would be 
impaffable. This place was call'd anciently Berjtus; from 
which the Idol Baal Berith is luppofed to have had its 
Name. And afterwards being greatly efteem'd by Au- 
gujlus, had many Privileges confer'd upon it; and toge¬ 
ther with them a new Name, viz. Julia Felix. But at pre¬ 
lent, it retains nothing of its ancient felicity, except the 
fituation; and in that particular it is indeed very happy. 
It is feated on the Sea-fide, in a foil fertile and delightful, 
rais'd only fo high above the fait Water, as to be fecure 
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from its overflowings, and ail other noxious and unwhol- 
feme effe&s of that Element. It has the benefit of good 
frefh Springs flowing down to it from the adjacent Hills, 
and difpenfed all over the City, in convenient, and not 
unhandfome Fountains. But befides thefe advantages of 
its (ituation, it has at prefent nothing elfe to boaft of. 

The Emir Faccardine has his chief refidence in this 
place. He was in the Reign of Sultan Morat, the fourth 
Emir, or Prince of thzDrufes; a people fuppos'd to have 
defcended from fome difpers'd remainders of thofe Chri- 
ftian Armies, that engag'd in the Crufades, for the re¬ 
covery of the Holy-Land: Who afterwards, being totally 
routed, and defpairing of a return to their native Country 
again, betook themfelves to theMountains hereabout; in 
which their defendants have continued ever fince. Fac~ 
(ardme being (as I faid) Prince of thefe People, was not 

j contented to be penn’d up in the Mountains; but by his 
power and artifice, enlarged his Dominions down into the 
plain all along the Sea Coaft, as far as from this place to 
Atra. At laft the Grand Seignior grown jealous of fuch 
a growing power, drove the wild Beaft back again to the 
Mountains, from whence he had broke loofe; and there 
his poflerity retain their Principality to this day. 

We went to view the Palace of this Prince,which Bands 
on the North Eaft part of the City. At the entrance of 
it is a Marble Fountain, of greater beauty than is ufual- 
ly feen in Turkey,, The Palace within confifls of feveral 
Courts, all now run much to ruin ; or rather perhaps 1 never finiflfd. The Stables, Yards for Horfes, Dens for 
Lyons and other Salvage Creatures, Gardens, &c. are fuch 
as would not be unworthy of the Quality of a Prince in 
Chriftendom, were they wrought up to that perfe&ion 
of which they are capable, and to which they feem to 
have been delign'd by their firft Contriver. 

But the beft fight that this place affords, and the wor- 
thiell to be remember’d, is the Orange Garden. It contains 
a large Quadrangular plat of ground, divided into fixteen 
leffer fquares, four in a row, with walks between them. 

The 
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The walks are fhaded with Orange Trees,of a large fpread- 
ing fize, and all of lo fine a growth, both for ftem and 
head, that one cannot imagine any thing more perfed: in 
this kind. They were, at the time when we were there, 
as it were,giiilded with Fruit, hanging thicker upon them 
than ever I law Apples in England. Every one of thefe fix- 
teen leffer fquares in the Garden was border’d with ftone; 
and in the flone-work were Troughs very Artificially con¬ 
triv’d,for conveying theWater all over the Garden : There 
being little Outlets cut at every Tree, fortheStream, as it 
pafs’d by, to flow out, and water it. Were this place un¬ 
der the Cultivation of an Englifh Gardner, it is impofiible 
any thing could be made more delightful. But thefe He- 
Jperides were put to no better ufe, when we faw them, than 
to ferve as a fold for Sheep and Goats; infomuch that in 
many places they were up to the knees in dirt: So little 
fenfe have the Turks of Such refin’d delights as thefe; 
being a people generally of the groffell apprehenfion, and 
knowing few other pleafures, but fuch fenlualities, as are 
equally common both to Men and Beafts. On the Eaft fide 
of this Garden were two Terrace walks riling one above 
the other, each of them having an afcent to it of twelve 
fteps. They had both feveral fine fpreading Orange Trees 
upon them, to make /hades in proper places. And at the 
North end they led into Booths, and Summer-houfes, and 
other Apartments very delightful: this place being de- 
fign’d by Faccardlne for the chief feat of his pleafure. 

It may perhaps be wonder'd, how this Emir /hould be 
able to contrive any thing fo elegant and regular as this 
Garden; feeing the Turkifh Gardens are ufuallv nothing 
elfe but a confus’d mifcellany of Trees, jumbled together 
without either Knots, Walks, Arbours, or any thing of art 
or defign, fo that they feem like Thickets, rather than 
Gardens. But Faccardine had been in Italy, where he had 
feen things of another nature, and knew well how to copy 
them in his own Country. For indeed it appears by thefe 
remains of him, that he mull needs have been a Man much 
above the ordinary level of a Turki/h Genius. 

In 
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In another Garden we faw feveral Pedeftals for Sta¬ 
tues ; from whence it may be inferr’d, that this Emir was 
no very zealous Mahometan. At one corner of the fame 
Garden ftood a Tower of about fixty foot high ■> defign'd 
to have been carried to a much greater elevation for a 
Watch-Tower, and for that end built with an extraordi¬ 
nary ftrength, its walls being twelve foot thick. From 
this Tower we had a view of the whole City : Amongft 
other Profpeds, it yielded us the fight of a large Chriftian 
Church, (aid to have been at firft confecrated to St John 
the Evangelift. But, it being now ufurp’d by the Turks for 
their chief Mofque, we could not be permitted to fee it, 
otherwife than at this diftance. Another Church there is 
in the Town, which leems to be ancient; but being a very 
mean Fabrick, is fuffer’d to remain ftill in the hands of 
the Greeks. We found it adorn’d with abundance of old 
Pi&ures; Amongft the reft, I faw one with this little In- 
fcription, Kxaflos hyyii'nw.ms Bwp*r6\ And juft by it 
was the figure ot Neflorius, who commonly makes one 
amongft the Saints painted in the Greek Churches ; tho* 
they do not now profefs, nor, I believe, fo much as know 
his Herefy. But that which appear’d moft obfervable 
was a very odd figure of a Saint, drawn at full length, 
with a large Beard reaching down to his Feet. The Cu¬ 
rate gave us to underftand, that this was St Nicephorus; 
and perceiving that his Beard was the chief objed of 
our admiration, he gratified us with the following rela¬ 
tion concerning him, viz,. That he was a Perfon of the 
moft Eminent Virtues in his time; But his great Mifi* 
fortune was, that the Endowments of his Mind were not 
fet off with the outward Ornament of a Beard: Upon 
occafion of which defied, he fell into a deep Melancholy. 
The Devil taking the advantage of this Prieft, promifed 
to give him that Boon which Nature had deny’d, in cafe 
he would comply with his fuggeftions. The Beardlefs 
Saint, tho’ he was very defirous of the reward propos’d, 
yet he would not purchafe it at that rate neither: But 
reieded the previous Bribe with indignation, declaring 

F refo- 
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refolutely, that he had rather for ever defpair of his wifh 
than obtain it upon fuch terms. And at the fame time, 
taking in his hand the downy tuft upon his Chin, to wit- 
nefs the liability of his refolution (for he had it feems 
Beard enough to fwear by) Behold! as a reward for his 
conftancy, he found the hair immediately ffretch, with 
the pluck that he gave it. Whereupon finding it in fo 
good a humour, he follow’d the happy Omen : And as 
young Heirs, that have been niggardly bred,generally turn 
Prodigals when they come to their Eftates; fo he never 
defifted from pulling his Beard, till he had wiredrawn 
it down to his Feet. But enough both of the beard and 
the ftory. At the Eaft end of Beroot are to be feen feven 
or eight beautiful Pillars of Granite, each-foot long, 
and three in diameter. And over another Gate, not far 
diftant, we found in a piece of Marble, this following 
Infcription; T>k ra <et£?<77omr a,vS]po$ ivvoioi cuei oafis tyx& 
A y&vfy eftT* o trapeze#, $ ^ * 7m^ 79 

juej'goy y&viTM ‘srAnpa? yk&s* TH2 TOT OPOSIONTOS 

ANAPOS ENNOIA2. Such as thefe were the Capi¬ 
tals. It was probably at firft an Altar-Infcription, re¬ 
lating to the Offertory in the Holy Communion : For its 
fenfe feems to look that way; and ’tis well known, that 
the Comers to the Bleffed Sacrament, were call’d by the 
Ancients, by the peculiar Name of 0/ as Vale- 
fins proves out of St Chrjfoflom. Valef. Not. in Eufeb. Eccl. 
Htft. Lib. 7* Cap. 9. 

On the South fide, the Town-wall is ftill entire, but 
built out of the ruins of the old City, as appears by pieces 
of Pillars and Marble, which help to build it. In one 
piece of Marble Table we faw thefe remaining Letters 
of a Latin Infcription; 

-V G. E T I A- 

-XI CUM- 

-VS PHOEBUS 

All the rcji being purpofely erajei\ 

k little 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 43 

A little without this Wall we Taw many Granite Pillars, 
and remnants of Mofaick Floors; and in an heap of rub- 
bi/h, feveral pieces of poli/h’d Marble, fragments of Sta¬ 
tues, and other poor Relicks of this City’s ancient Magni¬ 
ficence. On the Sea tide is an old ruin’d Caftle, and 
fome remains of a fmall Mole. 

Friday, Mar. 19. 

Leaving Beroot, we came in one third of an hour to 
a large Plain extending from the Sea to the Mountains. 
At the beginning of the Plain is a Grove of Pine Trees 
of Faceardine's Plantation. We guefs’d it to be more 
than half a Mile crofs; and fo plealant and inviting was 
its /hade, that it was not without fome regret that we 
pafs’d it by. Continuing in this Plain, we faw at a di- 
ftance, on our left hand, a fmall Village called Suckfoat. 
It belongs to the Drufes, who polTefs at this day a long 
trad: of Mountains, as far as from Caftravan to Carmel. 
Their prefent Prince is Acbmet, Grand/on to Fac car dine; 
an old Man, and one who keeps up the Cuftom of his An- 
ceftors, of turning day into night: An hereditary pra- 
dice in his Family, proceeding from a traditional per- 
fwafion amongft them, that Princes can never deep fe- 
curely but by day, when Men’s adions and dedgns are 
beft obferv’d by their Guards, and if need be, moft eafily 
prevented; but that in the night it concerns them to be 
always vigilant, left the darknefs, aided by their (leeping, 
fhould give Traitors both opportunity and encourage¬ 
ment to adault their Perfons, and by a Dagger or. a Piftol, 
to make them continue their deep longer than they in¬ 
tended when they lay down. 

Two hours from Paccar dine's Grove brought us to the 
fifth Caphar, and another little hour to the River Darner 
or Tamjras; the former being it's Modern, the latter its 
Ancient Name. It is a River apt to fwell much upon 
fuddain Rains, in which cafe, precipitating its lelf from 
the Mountains with great rapidity, it has been fatal to 
many a Pa/Tenger $ amongft the reft, one Monfieur Spun, 

F 2 Nephew 
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Nephew to Dr Soon, coming from Jerufalem, about four 
years ago, in company with lome Englifh Gentlemen, 
was, in paffing this Stream, hurry'd down by it, and pe¬ 
rilled in the Sea, which lies about a furlong lower than 
the PafTage. 

We had the good fortune to find the River in a better 
temper^ its Waters being now afTwaged fince the late 
Rains. However the Country Fellows were ready here, 
according to their Trade, to have affiled us in our pal- 
fing over. In order to which, they had very officioufly 
ftripp’d themfelves naked againll our coming: And to the 
end that they might oblige us to make ufe of their help, 
for which they will be well paid, they brought us to a 
place where the Water was deeped, pretending there was 
no other PafTage befides that; which Cheat we Taw them 
actually impole upon fome other Travellers, who came 
not long after us. But we had been advis'd of a place a 
little higher in the River, where the Stream was broader 
and lhallower, and there we eafily pafs'd without their 
aflillance. Jull by this place are the ruins of a Stone- 
bridge; of which one might guefs by the firmnefs of its 
remains, that it might have been ftili entire, had not thefe 
Villains broke it down, in order to their making advan¬ 
tages of PalTengers; either conducting them over for 
good pay, or elle, if they have opportunity,, drowning 
them for their fpoils. 

On the other fide of the River, the Mountains ap¬ 
proach clofer to the Sea, leaving only a narrow rocky 
way between. From Darner, in two hours we came to 
another River, of no inconfiderable figure, but not once 
mention'd by any Geographer that I know of. It is with¬ 
in one hour of St don. Its Channel is deep, contains a 
good Stream, and has a large Stone-bridge over it. Speak¬ 
ing of this River to the Reverend Father Stephano, Maro- 
rite Patriarch at Crinoline, he told me it was call'd Awle, 
and had its Fountain near Betookj a Village in Mount 
Lilanus. 

At 
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At this River we were met by feveral of the French 

Merchants from Sidon; they having a Factory there, the 
moft confiderable of all theirs in the Levant. Being ar¬ 
riv'd at Sidon, we pitch'd our Tents by a Cittern without 

; the City ; but were our felves condu&ed by the French 
!! Gentlemen to the place of their habitation, which is a 

large Kane clofe by the Sea, where the Coniul and all 
: the Nation are quarter'd together. Before the front of 
; this Kane is an old Mole, running into the Sea with a right 
\ Angle; it was of no great capacity at beft, but now is 
| render'd perfectly ufelefs, having been purpofely fill'd 

up with rubbifh and earth by Faccardine, to prevent the 
Turkifh Gallies from making their unwelcome vifits to 
this place. The Mole being thus deftroy'd, all Ships, that 
take in their Burthen here, are forc'd to ride at Anchor 
under the fhelter of a fmall ridge of Rocks, about a Mile 
diftant from the fhore on the North fide of the City. 
Sidon is ftockt well enough with Inhabitants, but is very 
much ftirunk from its ancient extent, and more from its 
fplendour; As appears from a great many beautiful Pil¬ 
lars, that lie fcatter’d up and down the Gardens without 
the prefent Walls. Whatever Antiquities may at any time 
have been hereabout, they are now all perfectly obfcur'd 
and buried by the Turkifh Buildings. Upon the South 
fide of the City, on a Hill Hands an old Cattle, laid to 
have been the work of Lewis the ninth of France, fur- 
named the Saint; and not far from the Cattle is an old 
unfinilh'd Palace ofFaccardine’s, ferving however the Bajfa 
for his Seraglio: Neither of them worth mentioning, 
had the City afforded us any thing elfe more remarkable. 
Near about Sidon begin the precinds of the Holy Land, 
and of that part of it in particular which was allotted to 
AJher. The borders of which Tribe extended from G*r- 
mel as far as great Zidon, as appears from JoJh. 19. 2(5,28. 
But the People upon the Sea Coafts were never adually 
matter'd by the Jfraelites; being left by the juft Judgment 
of God to be thorns in their fides, for a reafon that may 
be feen Jud. 2. 1, 2, 3, &c. 

The 

/ 
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The Perfon who is the French Conful at Si don3 has 

alfo the Title of Conful of Jerufalem; and is obliged by 
his Mailer, the French King, to make a vilit to the Holy 
City every Eafter, under pretence of preferring the San¬ 
ctuary there from the violations, and the Fryars who 
have the cuftody of it, from the exactions of the Turks. 
But the Friars think themfelves much fafer without this 
prote&ion. We were defirous to join with Monlieur 
r Empereur, the prefent Conful, in his this years Pil¬ 
grimage ; and accordingly had lent him a Letter from 
Aleppo^ on purpofe to befpeak that favour; hoping, by 
his protection, to pafs more lecurely from the abufes of 
the Arabs and Turks, who are no where fo infolent, as 
in Palefiine, and about Jerufalem. We had his promile 
to flay for us; but the remoras and difappointments we 
met with in the Road, had put us fo backward in our 
Journey, that fearing to be too late at Jerufalemy he fet 
out from Sidon the day before our arrival there: Leaving 
us however fome hopes, that if we made the beft of our 
way, we might come up with him at Acray where he pro¬ 
mis’d to expeCl our coming to the utmoll moment. 

% 

Saturday, Mar. 20. 

Being delirous therefore not to lofe the convenience 
of his Company, we fet out early the next morning from 
Sidony and travelling in a very fruitful Plain, came in 
half an hour to a place where we found a large Pillar of 
Granite, lying crofs the high way, and funk a good part 
under ground. Obferving lome letters upon it, we took 
the pains to dig away the Earth, by which means we re¬ 
cover’d this fragment of an Infcription. 

I M Y E- 



I 

A Journey from Aleppo to jferufalem. 47 

1MPERATORES, 
CAESARES, 

L SEPTIMUS SE* * 

VER US, PIUS PER- 

T I N A X, aug: Ara¬ 

bic u s ADIABENICUS, 

P AR T H I CUS, MAXI¬ 

MUS, TRIBUNICIA 

potes; vi. imp: xi. cos [] 

PRO ^ COS ^P ^ P 

ETM ct AURELI ANTONI¬ 

NUS aug: filius & ejus 

.ET.ARIA 

.EN-DJUM & R V 

F V M - - - -.-- 

.IC P R: PRAET 

--PROVING & SYR1AE 

[E T PHAE] NIC^/ RENOVAVERUNT 

aw# 

i 

Some Gentlemen of our Nation, in their Journey toje* 
rufalem this laft Eafter, An. 16pp. found another Pillar, 
at about midway between that we faw, and Sldon, of the 
fame make and ufe; from which they took the forefaid 
Infcription more perfedly. As far as films ejus there is 
no variation, and after that it goes on thus, 

V I A S ET MILLIARIA 

F R - “ - O df VENIDiVM RV 

F V M ^ LEG G? AUG G 6? 

L* ■ • * PR & PRAESIDEM 

PROVING ^ SYRIAEPHOE 

NIC C? RENOVAVERUNT 

i £ 
t 

By which we may obferve the exa&nefs of the Romans 
in meafuring out their Roads, and marking down upon 
every Pillar the number of Miles, as I. II. III. &c. 

A little 
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A little beyond this Pillar, we paffed in fight ofKo-ri-e, 
a large Village on the fide of the Mountains; and in two 
hours and a half more, came to Sarphan, fuppos'd to be the 
Ancient Serepbath, or Sarepta, fo famous for the refidence 
and Miracles of the Prophet Elijah. The place fhewn us 
for this City, confided of only a few Houles, on the tops 
of the Mountains, within about half a Mile of the Sea. But 
it is more probable, the principal part of the City ftood 
below, in the (pace between the Hills and the Sea ; there 
being ruins dill to be feen in that place of a confiderable 
extent. From hence in three hours we arrived at Cafimeer, 
a River large and deep, running down to the Sea thro* a 
Plain, in which it creeps along with various maeanders and 
turnings. It had once a good Stone-bridge laid over it of 
four Arches: But of that nothing remains at prefent, ex¬ 
cept the lupporters; between which there are laid beams 
and boards to fupply the room of the Arches, and to make 
a Palfage over. But fo carelefs and loofe is the Fabrick, 
that it looks like a Trap rather than a Bridge. We had 
one Horfe dropt thro', notwithdanding our utmod care 
to prevent fuch misfortunes. But 'twas our good luck to 
recover him again fafe a-fliore. 

This River is a/fign’d by our Modern Geographers for 
the old Eleutherus; but how erroneoufly, has been afore¬ 
mentioned. Strabo mentions a certain River falling into the 
Sea near Tyre, on this fide Tup» no7w^ i^'nun. p.j2i.) 
which can be no other than this; but he omits to acquaint 
us with its Name. Within a Bow fhot of the River Cafi¬ 
meer is a Kane of the fame Name, from which, keeping 
near the Sea fide, you arrive in an hour at Tjre. 

This City, danding in the Sea upon a Peninfula, pro- 
mifes at a didance fomething very magnificent. But when 
you come to it, you find no fimilitude of that Glory, for 
which it was fo renowned in ancient times, and which 
the Prophet Ezekiel deferibes. Chap. 26,27, 28. On the 
North fide it has an old Turkifh ungarrifon’dCadle ; be- 
fides which, you fee nothing here, but a mere Babel of 
broken Walls, Pillars,Vaults, &c, there being not fo much 

as 
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as one entireHoufe left. Its prelent Inhabitants are only 
a few poor wretches, harbouring tkemfelves in theVaults, 
and (ubfifting chiefly upon fifhing; who feem to be pre- 
ferv'd in this place by Divine Providence, as a vifible 
argument, how God has fulfill'd his Word concerning 
Tyre, viz. That it Jhould be as the top of a rock^> a place for 
fijhers to dry their nets on. Ezek. 26. 14. 

In the midft of the Ruins, there (lands up one pile, higher 
than the reft, which is the Eaft end of a great Church, 
probably of the Cathedral of Tyre : And why not the very 
fame that wasere&ed by itsBifhop Paulinus, and honour'd 
with that famous Confecration-Sermon of Eufebius, re¬ 
corded by himfelf in his Eccl. Hifi. Lib. 10. Cap. 4. this 
having been an ArchiepifcopalSee in the Chriftian times? 

I cannot, in this place, omit an obfervation made by 
moft of our Company in this Journey, viz. That in all 
the ruins of Churches which we few, tho'their other parts 
were totally demolifh’d, yet the Eaft end we always found 
(landing, and tolerably entire. Whether the Chriftians, 
when over-run by Infidels,redeem'd their Altars from ruin 
with Money; or whether, even the Barbarians, when they 
demolifhed the other parts of the Churches,might volun¬ 
tarily fpare thefe, out of an Awe and Veneration ; or whe¬ 
ther they have flood thus long, by virtue of fome pecu¬ 
liar firmnels in the nature of their Fabrick; or whether 
fome occult Providence has preferv'd them, as fo many 
(landing Monuments of Chriftianity in thefe unbelieving 

\ Regions, and prefages of its future Reftauration, I will not 
determine. This only I will fay, that we found it in fa6t, 
fo as I defcrib'd, in all the ruin’d Churches that came 
in our way; being perhaps not fewer than one hundred: 

| nor do 1 remember ever to have feen one inftance of the 
3 contrary. This might juftly feem a trifling obfervation, iwere it founded upon a few examples only: But it being 

a thing fo often, and indeed univerfally obferv'd by us, 
throughout our whole Journey, I thought it mull needs 

ti proceed from fomething more than blind chance, and 
i might very well deferve this Animadverfiom 

G But 
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Bat to return from this digreflion; There being an old 

Stair-cafe in this ruin laft mention'd, I got up to the top 
of it: From whence I had an entire Profped: of the Ifland, 
part of Tyre, of the Ifthmus, and of the adjacent fhore. 
I thought I could from this Elevation difcern the Ifthmus 
to be a Soil of a different Nature from the other two; it 
lying lower than either, and being cover'd all over with 
fend, which the Sea cafts upon it, as the tokens of its na¬ 
tural right to a Paflage there, from which it was by Ale¬ 
xander the Great injurioufly excluded. The Ifland of 
Tyre, in its natural ftate, feetns to have been of a circular 
figure, containing not more than forty Acres of Ground. 
It difcovers ftill the foundations of a Wall, which ancient¬ 
ly encompafs’d it round, at the outmoft margin of the 
Land. It makes, with the Ifthmus, two large Bays; one 
on its North fide, and the other on its South. Thefe 
Bays are, in part, defended from the Ocean, each by a 
long Ridge, refembling a Mole, ftretching dire&ly out, on 
both fides, from the head of the Ifland; but thefe ridges, 
whether they were Walls or Rocks, whether the work of 
Art or Nature, I was too far diftant to difcern. 

Coming out of thefe ruins, we law the foundation of 
a very ftrong Wall, running crofs the Neck of Land, and 
ferving as a Barrier, to fecure the City on this fide. From 
this place, we were one third of an hour in palling the 
fendy Ifthmus, before we came to the ground which we 
apprehended to be the natural fhore. From hence palling 
over part of a very fertile Plain, which extends it felf to 
a vaft compafs before Tyre, we arrived in three quarters 
of an hour at Rofelayy. Our whole Stage from Sidon hi¬ 
ther was about eight hours.- 

Sunday, Mar. 21. 

Rofelayn is a place where are the Cifterns called Solo- 
mons, fuppofcd, according to the common tradition here¬ 
abouts, to have been made by that great King, as part of 
his recompence to King Hiram, lor the jfupplies of ma¬ 
terials, fent by him toward the building of the Temple. 

They 
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They are doubtlefs very ancient, but yet of a much later 
date, than what this tradition afcribes to them. That 
they could not be built till fince Alexanders time, may 
be conje&ur’d from this, amongft other arguments; be- 
caufe the Aquedud:, which conveys the Water from hence 
to Tyre, is carried over the Neck of Land, by which Ale¬ 
xander, in his famous Siege of this place, join’d the City 
to the Continent. And as the Cifterns cannot well be 
imagin’d to be antienter than the Aquedud; fo one may 
be lure the Aquedud cannot be older than the ground it 
ftands upon. Of thefe Cilterns there are three entire at 
this day, one about a furlong and a half diftant from the 
Sea, the other two a little farther up. 

The former is of an Odogonal figure, twenty two yards 
in diameter. It is elevated above the ground nine yards 
on the South fide, and fix on the North; and within, is 
faid to be of an unfathomable deepnefs, but ten yards of 
line confuted that opinion. Its Wall is of no better a ma¬ 
terial than Gravel and fmall Pebbles; but confolidated 
with fo ftrong and tenacious a cement, that it feems to 
be all one entire veflel of Rock. Upon the brink of it you 
have a walk round, eight foot broad. From which, de¬ 
fending by one ftep on the South fide, and by two on the 
North, you have another walk twenty one foot broad. 
All this Stru&ure, tho* fo broad at top, is yet made hol¬ 
low, fo that the Water comes in underneath the walks; 
infomuch that I could not with a long rod reach the ex¬ 
tremity of the cavity. The whole VefTel contains a vaft 
Body of excellent Water; and is fo well fupply’d from its 
Fountain, that tho* there Blues from it a ftream like a 
Brook, driving four Mills between this place and the Sea, 
yet it is always brim full. On the Eaft fide of this Ciftern 
was the ancient outlet of the Water,by an Aquedud: railed 
about fix yards from the ground, and containing a Chan¬ 
nel one yard wide. But this is now flopp’d up, and dry; 
the Turks having broke an outlet on the other fide, de¬ 
riving thence a ftream for grinding their Corn. 

The Aquedud: (now dry) is carried Eaftward about one 
G 2 hundred 
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hundred and twenty paces, and then approaches the tw© 
other Citterns, of which one is twelve, the other twenty 
yards fquare. Thefe have each a little Channel, by which 
they anciently render'd their Waters into the Aquedudt; 
and fo the united ftreams of all the three Cifterns were 
carried together to Tyre. You may trace out the Aquedud: 
all along,by the remaining fragments of it. It goes about 
one hour Northward, and then turning to the Weft, at 
a fmall Mount, where anciently ftood a Fort, but now a 
Mofque, it proceeds over the Ifthmus into the City. As 
we pafs’d by the Aquedudt, we obierv’d in feveral places 
on its fides, and under its Arches, rugged heaps of matter 
refembling Rocks. Thefe were produced by the leakage 
of theWater,which petrify’d as it diftili’d from above; and 
by the continual adherence of new matter, were grown to 
a large bulk. That which was moll: remarkable in them, 
was the frame and configuration of their parts. They 
were compos’d of innumerable tubes of Stone, of different 
fizes, cleaving to one another like Icicles. Each tube had 
a fmall cavity in its Center, from which its parts were 
projected in form of rays, to the circumference, after the 
manner of the Stones vulgarly call’d Thunder-ftones. 

The Fountain of thefe Waters is as unknown as the 
Contriver of them. It is certain from their riling fo high, 
they mutt be brought from fame part of the Mountains, 
which are about a league efiftant; and his as certain, that 
the work was well done at firft, feeing it performs its office 
fo well, at fo great a diftance of time. 

Leaving this pleafant Quarter, we came in an hour and 
half to the white Promontory; fo call’d from the afpett 
it yields toward the Sea. Over this you pafs by a wray of 
about two yards broad, cut along its fide ; from which 
the prolped: down is very dreadful, by reafon of the ex- 
tream depth and fteepnefs of the Mountain, and the 
raging of the waves at bottom. This way is about one 
third of an hour over, and is laid to have been the work 
of Alexander the Great. About one third of an hour far¬ 
ther, you pals by an heap of rubbiffi dole by the Sea fide, 
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being the ruins of the Caftle Scandalium; taking its Name 
from its Founder, the fame Alexander, whom the Turks 
call■ Scander. The ruin is one hundred and twenty paces 
fquare, having a dry ditch encompaffing it; and from un¬ 
der it, on the fide next the Sea, there iflues out a Foun¬ 
tain of very fair Water. In an hour from hence you come 
to the fixth Caphar, called Nachera. And in another hour 
to the Plain of Acra, over a very deep and rugged Moun¬ 
tain, fuppos’d to be part of Mount-Saron. Ail the way 
from the white Promontory to this Plain is exceeding 
rocky; but here the pleafantnefs of the Road makes you 
amends for the former labour. 

The Plain of Acra extends it felf in length from Mount- 
Saron as far as Carmel, which is at leaft fix good hours; 
and in breadth, between the Sea and the Mountains, it is 
in moft places two hours over. It enjoys good ftreams of 
Water at convenient diftances, and every thing elfe that 
might render it both pleafant and fruitful. But this de¬ 
licious Plain is now almoft defolate; being fuffer’d, for 
want of culture, to ran up to tank weeds, which were, at 
the time when we pafs’d it, as high as our Horfes backs. 

Having travelled about one hour in the Plain of Acra, 
we paffed by an old Town call’d gib, fituate on an afcent 
clofe by the Sea fide. This may probably be the old AchCib 
mention’d Jofh. 19. 29. and Jud. 1. 31. called afterwards 
Ecdippa: For St Jerome places Ackzab nine Miles diftant 
from Ptolemais towards Tyre, to which account we found 
the fituation of Zib exa&ly agreeing. This is one of the 
places, out of which the Afhurite? could not expel the Ca- 
naanitijh Natives. Two hours farther we came to a Foun¬ 
tain of very good Water, call’d by the French Merchants 
at Acra, the Fountain of the Blejfed Virgin. In one hour 
more, we arriv’d at Acra. Our whole Stage from Rofe- 
layn hither was about eight hours and a half. 

Acra had anciently the Name of Accho, and is another 
of the places, out of which the Children of Ifrael could 
not drive the primitive Inhabitants, Judg. 1.31. Being in 
after times enlarged by Ptolemy the firft, it was call’d by 

him 
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him, from his own Name^PtoJemais. But now fince it hath 
been in the pofTeflion of the Turks, it has (according to 
the example of many other Cities in Turky) call of its 
Greek, and * recover'd fome femblance of its old Hebrew 
Name again; being called Acca, or Acra. 

This City was for a long time the Theater of Conten¬ 
tion between theChriftians and Infidels; till at laft, after 
having divers times changed its Mailers, it was by a long 
Siege finally taken by the Turks, and ruin'd by them in 
fuch a manner, as if they had thought, they could never 
take a full revenge upon it for the blood it had cold them, 
or fufficiently prevent fuch (laughters for the future. As 
to its fituation, it enjoys all poftible advantages both of 
Sea and Land. On its North and Eaft fides it is com- 
pafs'd with a fpacious and fertile Plain; on the Well it is 
walhed by the Mediterranean Sea, and on the South by a 
large Bay, extending from the City as far as Mount Carmel. 

But notwithllanding all thefe advantages, it has never 
been able to recover it felf, fince its laft fatal overthrow. 
For befides a large Kane, in which the French Fadors have 
taken up their Quarters, and a Mofque, and a few poor 
Cottages, you fee nothing here but a vaft and fpacious ruin. 
It is fuch a ruin however, as fufficiently demonftrates the 
ftrength of the place in former times/ It appears to have 
been encompafs'd, on the Land fide, by a double Wall de¬ 
fended with Towers at fmall diftances: And without the 
Walls are Ditches, Ramparts, and a kind of Baftions faced 
with hewn ftone. In the Fields without thefe works we 
law, fcatter'd up and down upon the ground, feveral large 
balls of Stone, of at Ieaft thirteen or fourteen inches dia¬ 
meter; which were part of the Ammunition ufed in Bat¬ 
tering the City, Guns being then unknown. Within the 
Walls there ftill appear feveral ruins, which leem to di- 
ftingui/h themfelves from the general heap, by fome marks 
of a greater ftrength and magnificence. As firft,tliofe of the 

* xAmmian. lAarcell. fays, the Greek and Roman Names of places never rook 
amongft the Natives of this Country : which is the reafon that moil places re¬ 
tain their firft Oriental Names at this day, Lib. 14. Hi]I. non lonrc ab initio. 

Cache- 
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» Cathedral Church dedicated to St Andrew, which (lands 
I not far from the Sea fide, more high and confpicuous than 
\ the other ruins. Secondly, the Church of St John the tu- 
ii telar Saint of this City. Thirdly, the Convent of the 

Knights Hofpitallers; a place whofe remaining Walls 
S fufficiently teftify its ancient drength. And not far from 

the Convent, the Palace of the grand Mader of that Or¬ 
der. The Magnificence of which, may be guefs'd from a 

i large Stair-cafe, and part of a Church Hill remaining in it. 
Fourthly,fome remains of a large Church formerly belong¬ 
ing to a Nunnery, of which they tell this memorable (lory. 
The Turks having prefs'd this City with a long and fu¬ 
rious Siege, at lad enter'd it by Storm, May 19.1291. In 
which great extremity, the Abbefs of this Nunnery, fear¬ 
ing lell /he, and tho/e under her care, might be forced 
to fiubmit to finch Beftialities, as are ufual in cafes of that 
deplorable Nature, ufed this cruel,but generous means for 
fecuring both her fielf and them. She fummoifd all her 
flock together, and exhorted them to cut and mangle their 
faces, as the only way to prefierve their Virgin purity: 
And to /hew how much /lie was in earned,/he immediate¬ 
ly began before them all, to make her felf an Example 
of her own Counfel. The Nuns were fio animated by this 
heroical refolution, and pattern of the Abbefs, that they 
began indantly to follow her Example, cutting off their INofes, and disfiguring their faces,with fuch terrible ga/hes, 
as might excite horrour, rather than ludful defires in the 
Beholders. The confequence of which was, that theSoul- 

j diers breaking into the Nunnery, and feeing, indead of 
i thofe beautiful Ladies they expeded, fuch tragical fpe- 

dacles, took a revenge for their difappointed luds by put¬ 
ting them all to the Sword. Thus redoring them, as in 
Charity we may fuppofe, to a new and inviolable beauty. 
But to go on ; Many other ruins here are of Churches, 
Palaces, Monaderies, Forts, &c. extending for more than 
halfaMile in length; in all which you may difcern marks 
of fo much drength, as if every Building in the City had 
been contriv'd for War and Defence. 

But 
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But that which pleafed us moft at Acra, was to find 
the French Conful Monfieur /’ Empereur there; who had! 
been (o generous, as to make a Halt of two days, in ex¬ 
pectation of our arrival. But he had ftaid to the utmoft’j 
extent of his time, and therefore refolv'd to fet forward* 
again the next Morning. Our greateft difficulty was to # 
determine which Road to take, whether that upon the 1 
Coaft by Cjtfarea and Joppa; or that by Nazareth, or a 
middle way between both the other, over the Plain of 
Efdraelon. 

The caufe of this uncertainty was, the Embroilments 
and Fadions that were then amongft the Arabs; which 
made us defirous to keep as far as poffible out of their 
way. ’Tis the policy of the Turks, always to fow divifions 
amongft thefe wild people, by fetting up feveral heads 
over their Tribes, often depofing the old, and placing 
new ones in their ftead: By which Art they create con¬ 
trary Interefts and Parties amongft them, preventing them 
from ever uniting under any one Prince; which if they 
fhould have the fenfe to do, (being fo numerous and al- 
moft the foie Inhabitants thereabouts) they might ffiake 
off the Turkiffi yoak, and make themfelves fupream Lords 
of the Country. 

But however ufeful thefe difeords may be to the Turks 
in this refpeCt, yet a ftranger fc fure to fuffer by them; 
being made a prey to each Party, according as he hap¬ 
pens to come in their way: Avoiding which abufes, we 
refolv’d to take the middle way, as the moft fecure at 
this time. 

Monday, Mar. 22. 
% * > 

According to which purpofe, we fet out early the next 
Morning from Acra, having with us a band of Turkifh 
Souldiers for our fecurer Convoy. Our Road lay, for about 
half an hour, along by the fide of the Bay of Acra; and 
then, arriving at the bottom of the Bay, we turn’d South¬ 
ward. Here we pafs’d a fmall River which we took to 
be Belus, famous for its Sand, which is laid to be an ex¬ 

cellent 
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cellent material for making Glafs; as alfo to have mini- 
fter'd the firft occafion and hint of that invention. 

Here we began to decline from the Sea-Coaft, upon 
which we had travelled fo many days before, and to draw 
off more Eafterly, eroding obliquely over the Plain; and 
in two good hours we arriv'd at its farther fide, where 
it is bounded by Mount Carmel. Here you find a narrow 
Valley letting you out of the Plain of Acra into that of 
Efdraelon. Hereabouts is the end of the Tribe of Ajher, 
and the beginning of that of Zabnlon; the borders of 
thefe two Tribes being thus deferibed, JoJh. i$>. 26. 

Pading thro’ the narrow Valley which makes a commu¬ 
nication between the two Plains, we arriv'd in two hours 
at that ancient River, the River Kijloon -, which cuts his 
way down the middle of the Plain of Efdraelon, and then 
continuing his Cojarfe clofe by the fide of Mount-Carmef 
falls into the Sea, at a place called Caypha. In the con¬ 
dition we faw it, its Waters were low and inconfiderable : 
but in palling along the fide of the Plain, we difeern’d the 
tracks of many leffer torrents, falling down into it from 
the Mountains; which muft needs make it fwell exceed¬ 
ingly upon fuddain Rains, as doubtlefs it actually did at 
the deftru&ion of Sifera s Hof\.Judg.$.2i. In three hours 
and a half from Kijhon we came to a fmall Brook, near 
which was an old Village and a good Kane call'd Legune: 
not far from which we took up our Quarters this Night. 
From this place we had a large profped: of the Plain of 
Efdraelon, which is of a vail extent, and very fertile, but 
uncultivated; only ferving the Arabs for paffurage. At 
about fix or (even hours didance Eadward, flood within 
view Nazareth, and the two Mounts Tabor and Her won. 
We were diffidently intruded by experience, what the 
holy Ffaimift means by the Dew of Hermon, our Tents be¬ 
ing as wet with it, as if it had rain'd all Night. At about 
aMile's didance from us was encamp'd Chibly,Emlr of the 
Arabs, with his People and Cattle ; and below upon the 
Brook KiJhQn, lay encamp'd another Clan of the Arabs, 
being the adverfe Party to Chilly. We had much the lefs 

El fatid 
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fatisfa&ion in this place, for being feated in the midd 
between two fuch bad Neighbours. Our Stage this day 
was in all eight hours; our courfe South Ealt by South, 
or thereabout. 

Tuefday, Mar. 23. 

Leaving this Lodging, we arriv’d in one third of an 
hour at the Emirs Tents, who came out in Perfon to take 
his Duties of us. We paid him * two Caphars, viz., one of 
Legune, and another o{Jeneeny and befides the Caphars, 
whatever elfe he was pleas'd to demand. He eafed us in 
a very courteous manner of fome of our Coats, which 
now (the heat both of the Climate and Seafon encreafing 
upon us) began to grow not only fuperfluous, but bur- 
denfome. 

Getting quit of Chibly, we turn'd out of the Plain of 
Efdraelotiy and enter'd into thePrecin&s of the half Tribe 
of Manajfes. From hence our Road lay for about four 
hours thro’ narrow Valleys, pleafantly wooded on both 
{ides. After which, eroding another Email fruitful Plain, 
we came in half an hour to CapharArab, where we lodged: 
Our whole Stage exceeding not five hours; our Courfe 
being near as the day before. 

Wednefday, Mar. 24. 

Having paid our Caphar, we fet out very early the next 
Morning ; and leaving firft Arab, and then Rama (two 
Mountain-Villages) on the right hand, we arriv'd in one 
hour at a fair Fountain called Selee, taking its Name 
from an adjacent Village. In one hour more we came to 
Sebafta. Here you leave the borders of the half Tribe of 
Manajfes, and enter into thofe of the Tribe of Ephraim. 

Sebafta is the Ancient Samaria, the Imperial City of the 
ten Tribes after their revolt from the Houfe of David. 
It loft its former Name in the time of Herod the great, 
who rais'd it from a ruin'd, to a mod magnificent date, 
and call'd it, in honour of Auguftns Cafar, Sebafta. It is 

* For both Capha/5, eight per Frank, and three per Servant. 
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fituate upon a long Mount of an oval figure, having firft 
! a fruitful Valley, and then a ring of Hills running round 
i about it. This great City is now wholly converted into 

Gardens; and all the tokens that remain to teftify that 
there has ever been i'uch a place, are only, on the North 
fide, a large fquare Piazza encompafs'd with Pillars, and 
on the Eaft, fome poor remains of a great Church, laid to 
have been built by the Emprefs Helena, over the place 
where St John Baptifi was both imprifon'd and beheaded* 
In the Body of the Church you go down a Stair-cafe, into 
the very Dungeon, where that holy Blood was Hied, The 
Turks (of whom here are a few poor Families) hold this 
Prifon in great Veneration, and over it have ereded a 
fmall Molque; but for a little piece of money they fuffer 
you to go in and fatisfy your curiofity at pleafure. 

Leaving Sebafta we pals'd in half an hour by Sherack, 
and in another half hour by Barfeba, two Villages on the 
right hand; and then entring into a narrow Valley, lying 
pall and Weft, and water'd with a fine Rivulet, we arrived 
in one hour at Naplofa. 

Naplofa is the Ancient Sjchem, or Sjchar, as it is term'd 
in the New Teftament. It ftands in a narrow Valley 
between Mount Gerizjm on the South, and Ebal on the 
North; being built at the foot of the former: For fo the 
fituation both of the City and Mountains is laid down 
by JofepbuSy Antiq. Jud. Lib. y. Cap. 9. GeviCim (fays he) 
hangeth over Sjchem; and Lib. 4. Cap. tilt. Mofes com¬ 
manded to ered an Altar toward the Eaft, not far from 
Sjchem, between Mount GeriCtm on the right hand, (that 
is to one looking Eaftward, on the South) and Hebal on 
the left (that is on the North;) Which fo plainly afligns 
the pofition of thefe two Mountains, that it may be won¬ 
der'd, how Geographers fhould come to differ fo much 
about it; or for what reafon Adrichomius fhould place them 
both on the fame fide of the Valley of Sjchem. From 
Mount GerizJm it was, that God commanded the Bleffings 
to be pronounced upon the Children of Ifrael, and from 
Mount Ebal theCurfes. Dent.11.29. Upon the former, the 

H 2 Sama- 
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Samaritans, whofe chief refidence is here at Sjchem, have 
a (mall Temple or place of Worfhip, to which they are 
ftill wont to repair at certain feafons, for performance of 
the Rites of their Religion. What thefe Rites are I could 
not certainly learn: But that their Religion confills in 
the adoration of a Calf, as the Jews give out, feems to 
have more of fpite than of truth in it. 

Upon one of thefe Mountains alfo it was, that God 
commanded the Children of Ifrael to fet up great Stones, 
plaifter’d over and inferib’d with the Body of their Law ; 
and to ered: an Altar, and to offer Sacrifices, feafting, and 
rejoicing before the Lord. 4. But now, whether 
GerizJvm or Ebal was the place appointed for this Solem¬ 
nity, there is fome caule to doubt. The Hebrew Penta¬ 
teuch, and ours from it, affigns Mount Ebal for this ufe ; 
but the Samaritan afferts it to be Gerium. 

Our Company halting a little while ztNaplofa, I had 
an opportunity to go and vifit the Chief Priefl of the Sa¬ 
maritans, in order to difeourfe with him about this and 
fome other difficulties occurringin the Pentateuch • which 
were recommended to me to be enquir’d about, by the 
learned Monfieur Job JLudolphus, Author of the ALthiopick 
Hiftory, when I vifited him at Francfort, in my pafiage 
thro’ Germany. 

As for the difference between the Hebrew and Samari¬ 
tan Copy, Deut. 27.4. before cited; the Prieft pretended 
the Jews had maliciouily alter’d their Text, out of odium 
to the Samaritans; putting for Gerizjm, Ebal, upon no 
Other account, but only becaufe the Samaritans Worffiip- 
ped in the former Mountain, which they would have, for 
that reafon, not to be the true place appointed by God 
for his Worfhip and Sacrifice. To confirm this, he plead¬ 
ed that Ebal was the Mountain of Curfing, Dent. 11.20. 
and in its own nature an unpleafant place : but on the 
contrary Gerium was the Mountain of Blefling by God’s 
own appointment, and alfo in its felf fertile and delight¬ 
ful; from whence he inferr’d a probability,that this latter 
snuft hay? been the true Mountain appointed fori thofe 
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religious feftivals, Dent. 27. 4. and not (as the Jews hare 
corruptly written it) Hebal. We obfetv'd that to be 
in Tome meafure true which he pleaded, concerning the 
nature of both Mountains : For tho'neither of the Moun¬ 
tains has much to boaft of as to their piealantnefs; yet 
as one paffes between them, Gtrizatn feems to difcover a 
fomewhat more verdant fruitful afped than Ebal. The 
reafon of which may be, becaufe fronting towards the 
North, it is fftelter'd from the heat of the Sun by its own 
/hade: Whereas Ebal looking Southward, and receiving 
the Sun that comes direddy upon it, muft by consequence 
be render'd more {torched and unfruitful. The Samaritan 
Prieft could not fay that any of thole great Stones, which 
God direded Jofhua to fet up, were now to be feen in 
Mount Gerizwi; which, were they now extant, would 
determine the quehion clearly on his fide. 

I enquir'd of him next, what fort of Animal he thought 
thofe SelavA might be, which the Children of Ifrael were 
fo long fed with in the Wildernefs? Nam. 11. He anfwer'd 
they were a fort of Fowls; and by the defcription which 
he gave of them, I perceiv’d he meant the fame kind with 
our Quails. I asked him what he thought of Locufts, and 
whether the Hiftory might not be better accounted for, 
fu'ppofing them to be the winged Creatures that fell fo 
thick about the Camp of Ifrael? but by his anfvver, it ap¬ 
pear'd, he had never heard of any fuch Hypothecs. Then 
I demanded of him, what fort of Plant or Fruit the Du~ 
daim, or (as we translate it) Mandrakes were, which Leah 
gave to Rachely for the purchafe of her Husband's em¬ 
braces ? He faid they were Plants of a large leaf, bearing 
a certain fort of Fruit, in fliaperefembling an Apple, grow¬ 
ing ripe in Harveft, but of an ill favour, and not whol- 
fome. But the virtue of them was to help Conception, 
being laid under the Genial Bed. That the Women were 
often wont fo to apply it, at this day, out of an opinion 
of its prolifick virtue. Of thefe Plants I law feveral af¬ 
terwards in the way to Jerufalem; and if they were fo 
common in MefopotamU as we faw them hereabout, one 

mult 
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muft either conclude that thefe could not be the true 
Mandrakes (Dudaim,) or elfe it would puzzle a good Cri- 
tick to give a reafon, why Rachel fhould purchafe fuch 
vulgar things at fo beloved and contefted a price. 

This Prieft fhew'd me a Copy of the Samaritan Penta¬ 
teuch, but would not be p£rfwaded to part with it upon 
any Confideration. H.e had likewife the firft Volume of 
the Englifh Polyglott, which he Teem'd to efteem equally 
with his own Manufcript. 

Naplofa is at prefent in a very mean condition, in 
comparifon of what it is reprefented to have been an¬ 
ciently. It confifts chiefly of two Streets lying parallel, 
under Mount Gerizam ; but it is full of People, and the 
Seat of a Bajfa. 

Having paid our Caphar here, we fet forward again in 
the Evening, and proceeding in the fame narrow Valley, 
between Gerizam and Ebal (not above a furlong broad) 
we faw, on our right hand juft without the City, a fmall 
Mofque, faid to have been built over the Sepulcher pur- 
chafed by Jacob of Emmor, the Father of Shecbem. Gen. 
33.19. It goes by the Name of Jofepb’s Sepulcher, his 
bones having been here interr'd after their tranfportation 
out of Egypt. JoJh. 24. 32. 

At about one third of an hour from Naplofa, we came 
to Jacob's Welly famous not only upon account of its 
Author, but much more for that memorable Conference, 
which our Bleifed Saviour here had with the Woman of 
Samaria. Job. 4. If it fhould be queftion'd whether this 
be the very Well that it is pretended for, or no; feeing 
it may be fufpecfted to ftand too remote from Sycbary for 
Women to come fo far to draw Water; it is anfwer'd, that 
probably the City extended farther this way in former 
times than it does now; as may be conje&ur'd from 
fome pieces of a very thick Wall, ftill to be feen not far 
from hence. Over the Well there flood formerly a large 
Church, ercdfced by that great and devout Patroncfs of 
the Holy-Land, the Emprefs Helena; but of this the vo¬ 
racity of time, aflifted by the hands of the Turks, has 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. £3 

left nothing but a few Foundations remaining. The Well 
is cover’d at prefent with an old (lone Vault, into which 
you are let down thro’ a very ftrait hole; and then re¬ 
moving a broad flat {tone, you difcover the Mouth of the 
Well it felf. It is dug in a firm Rock, and contains about 
three yards in diameter, and thirty five in depth; five of 
which we found full of Water. This confutes a Story, 
commonly told to Travellers who do not take the pains 
to examine the Well, viz.* that it is dry all the Yearround, 
except on the Anniverfary of that Day on which our 
Blefled Saviour fat upon it ; but then bubbles up with 
abundance of Water. 

At this Well the narrow Valley of Sychem ends; open¬ 
ing it felf into a wide Field, which is probably part of 
that parcel of ground, given by Jacob to his Son Jo[ephy 
John 4. It is water’d with a frefh Stream, rifing be¬ 
tween it and Sychem; which makes it fo exceeding ver¬ 
dant and fruitful, that it may well be looked upon as a 
Handing token of the tender affedion of that good Pa¬ 
triarch to the bed of Sons. Gen. 48. 22. 

From Jacob's Well our Road went Southward, along 
a very fpacious and fertile Valley. Having pafs’d by two 
Villages on the right hand, one called Howar, the other 
Sawee; we arrived in four hours at Kane Leban, and 
lodged there. Our whole Stage to day was about eight 
hours; our Courfe variable between EaH and South. 

Kane Leban Hands on the EaH fide of a delicious Vale, 
having a Village of the fame Name Handing oppofite to it 
on the other fide of the Vale. One of thefe places, either 
the Kane or the Village, is fuppofed to have been the 
Lebonah mention’d Judg. 11. 19. To which both the 
Name and Situation feem to agree. 

Thurfdaj, Mar. 2f. 

From Kane Leban our Road lay thro’ a more Moun¬ 
tainous and rocky Country; of which we had a Speci¬ 
men as foon as we were mounted the next Morning, our 
firfi task being to climb a very craggy and difficult Moun¬ 

tain, 
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tain. In three quarters of an hour we left, at fome di- 
ftance on the right hand, a Village call'd Cmga; and in 
one hour more, we entered into a very narrow Valley, 
between two high rocky hills, at the farther end of 
which we found the ruins of a Village, and of a Mona- 
llery. In this very place, or hereabouts, Jacob's Bethel 
is fuppofed to have been; where he had his ftony Couch 
made ealy by that beautifying vifion of God, and of the 
Angels alcending, and defeending, on a ladder reach¬ 
ing from Earth to Heaven. Gen. 28. Near this place are 
the Limits feparating between Ephraim and Benjamin. 

JoJh 18.13- , s 
From hence we pafs'd thro* large Olive-yards; and 

having left, firft Geeb and then Selwid (two Arab Vil¬ 
lages) on the right hand, we came in an hour and a half 
to an old way cut with great labour over a rocky Preci¬ 
pice, and in one hour more we arriv'd at Beer. This is 
the place to which Jotham fled from the revenge of his 
Brother Abimelech. Judg. $>. 21. It is fuppos'd alfo to be 
the fame with Michmas. 1 Sam. 14. 

Beer enjoys a very pleafant litiiation, on an eafy decli¬ 
vity fronting Southward. At the bottom of the Hill, it 
has a plentiful Fountain of excellent Water, from which 
it has its Name. At the upper fide are remains of an old 
Church built by the Emprefs Helena, in memory of the 
BlefTed Virgin, who, when jflie went in quclf of the Child 
Jefus, as it is related Luke 2. 24. came (as tradition adds) 
to this City; and not finding Him whom her Soul loved, 
in the Company, flic fat down weary and penfive at fo 
fad a di(appointment, in the very place where the Church 
now hands. But afterwards returning to Jerufalem, fire 
had her maternal fears turned into joy, when Jhe found 
Him fitting in the Temple amongjl the Doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them qtteflions. 

All along this day's travel from Kane Leban to Beer, 
and alfo as far as we could fee round, the Country difeo- 
ver’d quite a different face from what it had before; 
prefenting nothing to the view in molt places, but naked 

rocks. 



A Journey from Aleppo to tferufalem. 6$ 

rocks, mountains and precipices. At fight of which. 
Pilgrims are apt to be much aftonifiied and baulked in 
their expectations, finding that Country in fuch an in- 
hofpitable condition, concerning whole pieafantnefs and 
plenty they had before form'd in their Minds fuch high 
Ideas, from the defcription given of it in the Word of 
God : Infomuch that it almoft ftartles their Faith, when 
they refleCt, how it could be poflible for a land like 
this, to fupply food for fo prodigious a number of In¬ 
habitants, as are faid to have been polled in the twelve 
Tribes at one time; the fum given in by Joab, 2 Sam. 24. 
amounting to no lefs than thirteen hundred thoufand 
fighting Men, befides Women and Children. But it is 
certain that any Man, who is not a little biafs'd to In¬ 
fidelity before, may fee, as he pafifes along, arguments 
enough to fupport his Faith againfl fuch fcruples. 

For it is obvious for any one to obferve, that thefe 
rocks and hills mud have been anciently cover'd with 
Earth, and cultivated, and made to contribute to the main¬ 
tenance of the Inhabitants, no lefs than if the Country 
had been all plain: Nay perhaps much more; forafmucfi 
as fuch a Mountainous and uneven furface affords a larger 
fpace of ground for cultivation, than this Country would 
amount to, if it were all reduced to a perfeCt level. 

For the husbanding of thefe Mountains, their manner 
was to gather up the Stones, and place them in feveral 
lines, along the fides of the Hills, in form of a Wall. By 
luch borders, they fiipported the mould from tumbling, 
or being wafh'd down; and form'd many Beds of excel¬ 
lent Soil, rifing gradually one above another, from the 
bottom to the top of the Mountains. 

Of this form of culture you fee evident footfleps, where* 
ever you go in all the Mountains of Paleftme. Thus the 
very rocks were made fruitful. And perhaps there is no 
fpot of ground in this whole Land, that was not former¬ 
ly improv'd, to the production of fomething or other 
miniilring to the fuftenance of human life. For, than the 
plain Countries, nothing can be more fruitful, whether 
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for the produ&ion of Corn or Cattle, and conlequently 
of Milk. The Hills, tho’ improper for all Cattle, except 
Goats, yet being difpofed into fuch Beds as are afore-de- 
fcrib'd, ferv’d very well to bear Corn, Melons, Goards, 
Cucumbers, and fuch like Garden-fluff, which makes the 
principal food of thefe Countries for feveral Months in 
the Year* The moll rocky parts of all, which could not 
well be adjufted in that manner for the produ&ion of 
Corn, might yet ferve for the plantation of Vines and 
Olive Trees; which delight to extract, the one its fatnefs, 
the other its fprightly juice, chiefly out of fuch dry and 
flinty places. And the great Plain joining to the dead 
Sea, which, by reafon of its faltnefs, might be thought 
unferviceable both for Cattle, Corn, Olives and Vines, 
had yet its proper ufefulnefs, for the nourishment of Bees, 
and for the fabrick of Honey; of which Jofephus gives us 
his Teftimony, De Bell.Jud. Lib. Cap.4. And I have rea- 
fon to believe it, becaufe when I was there, I perceiv’d in 
many places a fmell of Honey and Wax, as ftrong as if one 
had been in an Apiary* Why then might not this Coun¬ 
try very well maintain the vaft number of its Inhabitants, 
being in every part fo productive of either Milk, Corn, 
Wine, Oil, or Honey, which are the principal food of 
thefe Eaftern Nations ? The conftitution of their Bodies, 
and the nature of their Clime, enclining them to a more 
abftemious diet than we ufe in England, and other colder 
Regions. But I haften to Jerufalem. 

Leaving Beery we proceeded as before, in a rude ftony 
Country, which yet yielded us the light of feveral old 
ruin'd Villages. In two hours and one third we came to 
the top of a Hill, from whence we had the firfl profped 
o £ Jerufalem; Rama, anciently call’d Gibeah of Saul, being 
within view on the right hand, and the plain of Jericho, 
and the Mountains of Gilead on the left. In one hour 
more we approached the Walls of the holy City; but we 
could not enter immediately, it being neccflary firlt to 
fend a MefTenger to acquaint the Governour of our arri¬ 
val, and to defire liberty of entrance: Without which pre¬ 
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ceding Ceremony, no Frank dares come within the Walls. 
We therefore palled along by the Weft fide of the City, 
and coming to the corner above Bethlehem Gate, made 
a ftop there, in order to expert the return of our Met* 
fenger. We had not waited above half an hour, when he 
brought us our permilfion, and we enter’d accordingly at 
Bethlehem Gate. It is requir'd of all Franks, unlefs they 
happen to come in with lome publick Minifter, to de¬ 
mount at the Gate, to deliver their Arms, and enter on 
foot: But we, coming in company with the French Con- 
ful, had the privilege to enter mounted and arm'd. Juft 
within the Gate, we turn'd up a Street on the left hand, 
and were conducted by the Conful to his own houfe, with 
moft friendly and generous invitations to make that our 
home, as long as we hiould continue at Jerufalem. Having 
taken a little refrefhment, we went to the Latin Convent, 
at which all Frank Pilgrims are wont to be entertain'd. 
The Guardian 3nd Friars received us with many kind 
welcomes; and kept us with them at Supper: After which 
we return'd to the French Conful's to Bed. And thus we 
continued to take our Lodging at the Conful's, and our 
Board with the Friars, during our whole ftay at Jerufalem. 

Friday, Mar. 26. 

The next day being Good Friday in the Latin Style, 
the Conful was obliged to go into the Church of the Se¬ 
pulcher, in order to keep his Feaft; whither wk accom¬ 
panied him, altho’ our own Eafter was not till a week 
after theirs. We found the Church doors guarded by 
feveral Janizaries, and other Turkilh Officers; who are 
plac'd here to watch, that none enter in, but fuch as have 
tirft paid their appointed Caphar. This is more or lefs 
according to the Country, or the Character of thePerfons 
that enter. For Franks, it is ordinarily fourteen Dollars 
per head, unlefs they are Ecclefiafticks $ for in that cafe 
it is but half fo much. 

Having once paid this Caphar, you may go in and out 
grMis as often as you pleafe during the whole Feaft; pro- 
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vided you take the ordinary opportunities, in which it 
is cuitomary to open the doors: But if you would have 
them open’d at any time out of the common courfe, pur- 
pofely for your own private occafion, then the firft ex¬ 
pence mult be paid again. 

The Pilgrims being all admitted this day, the Church 
doors were lock’d in the evening, and open’d no more till 
Eafler day; by which we were kept in a clofe, but very 
happy confinement for three days. We fpent our time in 
viewing the Ceremonies practis’d by the Latins at this 
Feltival, and in viliting the feveral holy places; all which 
we had opportunity to furvey, with as much freedom 
and deliberation as we pleafed. 

And now being got under the facred Roof, and having 
the advantage of fo much lei lure and freedom, I might 
expatiate in a large defcription of the feveral holy places, 
which this Church (as a Cabinet) contains in it. But this 
would be a fuperfluous prolixity, fo many Pilgrims having 
difcharg’d this office with fo much exactnefs already, and 
efpecially our learned fagacious Country-man MrSandys; 
whofe defer!ptions and draughts, both of this Church, 
and alfo of the other remarkable places in and about Je- 
rufalem, muff be acknowledged fo faithful and perfect, 
that they leave very little to be added by After-Comers, 
and nothing to be corrected. I (hall content my felf there¬ 
fore, to relate only what pafs’d in the Church during this 
Feltival, faying no more of the Church it felf, than juft 
what is neceflary to make my account intelligible. 

The Church of the holy Sepulcher is founded upon 
Mount Calvary, which is a finaii Eminency or Hill upon 
the greater Mount of Moriah. It was anciently appro¬ 
priated to the execution ofMalefadtors, and therefore (but 
out of the Walls of the City, as an execrable and polluted 
place. But fince it was made the Altar on which was of¬ 
fer’d up the precious, and all-fufficient Sacrifice for the 
Sins of the whole World, it has recovered it felf from 
that infamy, and has been always reverenc’d and reforted 
to, with fuch devotion by all Chriflians, that it has at¬ 

tracted 



A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 69 
tra&ed the City round about it, and (lands now in the 
midft of Jerufalem, a great part of the Hill of Sion being 
(hut out of the Walls, to make room for the admiflion 
of Calvary. 

In order to the fitting of this Hill for the Foundation 
of a Church, the firft Founders were oblig'd to reduce it 
to a plain Area; which they did by cutting down feveral 
parts of the Rock, and by elevating others. But in this 
work care was taken, that none of thofe parts of the Hill, 
which were reckon'd to be more immediately concern’d 
in our Bleffed Lord’s Paflion, (hould be alter’d or dimi- 
nifhed. Thus that very part of Calvary, where they (ay 
Chrift was fatten'd to, and lifted upon his Crofs, is left 
entire; being about ten or twelve yards fquare, and (land¬ 
ing at this day fo high above the common floor of the 
Church, that you have 21 (leps or (lairs to go up to its top: 
And the holy Sepulcher it (elf, which was at firft a Cave 
hewn into the rock under ground, having had the rock 
cut away from it all round, is now as it were a Grotto 
above ground. 

The Church is lefs than one hundred paces long, and 
not more than fixty wide : and yet is fo contriv’d, that it 
is luppofed to contain under its Roof twelve or thirteen 
Sanctuaries, or places confecrated to a more than ordi¬ 
nary veneration, by being reputed to have fome particular 
a&ions done in them, relating to the Death and Refur- 
reclion of Chritt. As firft, the place where he was de¬ 
rided by the Souldiers: fecondly, where the Souldiers di* 
vided his Garments: thirdly, where he was (hut up, whilft 
they digg’d the hole to fet the foot of the Crofs in, and 
made all ready for his Crucifixion: fourthly, where he 
was nailed to the Crofs: fifthly, where the Crofs was 
ere&ed: fixthly, where the Souldier flood, that pierced 
his fide: feventhly, where his Body was anointed in or¬ 
der to his Burial: eighthly, where his Body wasdepofited 
in th^Sepulcher: ninthly, where the Angels appear’d to 
the Women after his Refurre&ion: tenthly, where Chrift 
Himlelf appear’d to Mary Magdalen fae. The places where 
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thefe, and many other things relating to ourBlefied Lord 
are faid to have beemdone, are all fuppos'd to be contain'd 
within the narrow precincts of this Church, and are all 
diftinguilhed and adorned with lb many feveral Altars. 

In Galleries round about the Church, and alio in little 
Buildings annext to it on the out fide, arc certain apart¬ 
ments for the reception of Friars and Pilgrims; and in 
thefe places almoft every Chriltian Nation anciently main¬ 
tain'd a fmall Society of Monks; each Society having its 
proper quarter afiign’d to it, by the appointment of the 
Turks: Such as the Latins, Greeks, Syrians, Armenians, 
Abyflines,Georgians,Neftorians,Cophtites,Maronites,chr. 
all which had anciently their feveral apartments in the 
Church. But thefe have all, except four, forfaken their 
Quarters; not being able to fuftain the fevere rents and 
extortions, which their Turkifh Landlords impofe upon 
them. The Latins, Greeks, Armenians and Cophtites, 
keep their footing ftill, but of thefe four, the Cophtites 
have now only one poor reprefentative of their Nation 
left: And the Armenians are run fo much in debt, that 
*tis fuppos'd they are haftning apace to follow the exam¬ 
ples of their Brethren, who have deferted before them. 

Befides their feveral apartments, each Fraternity have 
their Altars and San&uary, properly and diftin&ly allot¬ 
ted to their own ufe. At which places they have a pecu¬ 
liar right to perform their own Divine Service, and to 
exclude other Nations from them. 

But that which has always been the great prize con¬ 
tended for by the feveral Sects, is, the command and ap¬ 
propriation of the holy Sepulcher: A privilege contefted 
with fo much unchriftian fury and animofity, efpecially 
between the Greeks and Latins, that in difputing which 
Party fhould go into it to celebrate their Mafs, they have 
lometimes proceeded to blows and wounds even at the 
very door of the Sepulcher; mingling their own blood 
with their Sacrifices. An evidence of which Fury the 
Father Guardian fhewed us in a great fear upon his Arm, 
which he told us was the mark of a wound given him 

by 
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by a fturdy Greek Prieft in one of thefe unholy Wars. 
Who can exped ever to fee thefe holy places refcued 
from the hands of Infidels ? Or if they fhould be reco¬ 
ver’d, what deplorable contefts might be expeded to fol¬ 
low about them ? feeing even in their prefent State of 
Captivity, they are made the occafion of iiich unchriftian 
rage and animofity. 

For putting an end to thefe infamous Quarrels, the 
French King interpos’d by a Letter to the Grand Vifier 
about twelve years fince 5 requefting him to order the 
holy Sepulcher to be put into the hands of the Latins, 
according to the tenour of the Capitulation made in the 
year 167 3. The confequence of which Letter, and of other 
inftances made by the French King, was, that the holy 
Sepulcher was appropriated to the Latins: This was not 
accomplifh’d till the year i<5$>o; they alone having the 
privilege to fay Mafs in it. And tho’ it be permitted to 
Chriftians of all Nations to go into it for their private 
devotions, yet none may folemnize any publick office of 
Religion there, but the Latins. 

The dayly employment of thefe Reclufes is to trim the 
Lamps, and to make devotional vifits and proceffions to 
the leveral Sanduaries in the Church. Thus they fpend 
their time, many of them lor four or fix years together: 
Nay fo far are fomc tranfported with the pleafing con¬ 
templations in which they here entertain themfelves, that 
they will never come out to their dying day, burying 
themfelves (as it were) alive in our Lord’s Grave. 

The Latins, of whom there are always about ten or 
twelve refiding at the Church, with a Prefident over them, 
make every day a folemn proceflion, with Tapers and 
Crucifixes, and other proceflionary folemnities, to the fe- 
veral Sanduaries; finging at every one of them a Latin 
Hymn relating to the fubjcd of each place. Thefe La¬ 
tins being more polite and exad in their fundions than 
the other Monks here refiding, and alfo our conversion 
being chiefly with them, I will only defcribe their Ce¬ 
remonies, without taking notice of what was done by 

others. 
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others, who did not fo much come under our obfer- 
vation. 

Their Ceremony begins on Good Friday night, which 
is call’d by them the Nox tenebrofa, and is obferv’d with 
fiich an extraordinary folemnity, that I cannot omit to 
give a particular defcription of it. 

As loon as it grew dusk, all the Friars and Pilgrims 
were conven’d in the Chapel of the Apparition ( which 
is a fmall Oratory on the North fide of the Holy Grave, 
adjoining to the apartments of the Latins) in order to 
go in a proceflion round the Church. But, before they 
fet out, one of the Friars Preached a Sermon in Italian 
in that Chapel. He began iiis difeourfe thus; In quejia 
notte tenebrofa, &c. at which words all the Candles were 
inftantly put out, to yield a livelier Image of the occa- 
lion. And fo we were held by the Preacher, for near 
half an hour, very much in the dark. Sermon being 
ended, every Perfon prefent had a large lighted Taper 
put into his hand, as if it were to make amends for the 
former darknefs; and the Crucifixes and other Utenfils 
were difpos’d in order for beginning the procedion. 
Amongfl: the other Crucifixes, there was one of a very 
large lize, which bore upon it the Image of our Lord, 
as big as the Life. The Image was fatten’d to it with 
great Nails, Crown’d with Thorns, befmear’d with Blood; 
and fo exquifitely was it form’d, that it reprefented in 
a very lively manner the lamentable fpedtacle of our 
Lord’s Body, as it hung upon the Crofs. This Figure 
was carried all along in the head of the procedion ; af¬ 
ter which, the Company follow’d to all the Sanctuaries 
in the Church, finging their appointed Hymn at every 
one. 

The firfb place they vifited was that of the Pillar of 
Flagellation, a large piece of which is kept in a little Cell 
jult at the door of the Chapel of the Apparition. There 
they lung their proper Hymn ; and another Friar enter¬ 
tain’d the Company with a Sermon in Spanifh, touching 
the fcourging of our Lord. 

From 
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From hence they proceeded in folemn order to the 

Prifon ofChriil, where they pretend lie was fecur’d whilft 
the Souldiers made things ready for his Crucifixion ; 
here likewife they fung their Hymn, and a third Friar 
preach’d in French. 

From the Prifon they went to the Altar of the divi- 
fion of Chrill’s Garments; where they only fung their 
Hymn, without adding any Sermon. 

Having done here, they advanced to the Chapel of the 
Derifion; at which, after their Hymn, they had a fourth 
Sermon (as I remember) in French. 

From this place they went up to Calvary, leaving their 
Shoes at the bottom of the Stairs. Here are two Altars to 
be vifited : One where our Lord is fuppofed to have been 
nail’d to his Crofs; Another where hisCrofs was ere&ed. 
At the former of thefe they laid down the great Crucifix, 
(which I but now defcribed) upon the Floor, and a&ed 
a kind of a refemblance of Chrift’s being nailed to the 
Crofs; and after the Hymn, one of the Friars preached 
another Sermon in Spanifh, upon the Crucifixion. 

From hence they remov’d to the adjoining Altar, where 
the Crofs is fuppofed to have been ere&ed, bearing the 
Image of our Lord’s Body. At this Altar is a hole in the 
natural Pvock, faid to be the very fame individual one, in 
which the foot of our Lord’s Crofs flood. Here they fet 
up their Crofs, with the bloody Crucified Image upon it; 
and leaving it in that poflure, they firfl fung their Hymn, 
and then the Father Guardian, fitting in a Chair before 
it, preached a Patfion Sermon in Italian. 

At about one yard and a half diflance from the hole 
in which the foot of the Crois was fix’d, is feen that me* 
morable cleft in the Rock, faid to have been made by 
the Earthquake which happen’d at the iuftering of the 
God of Nature; When (as St Matthew, Chap. 27. v. yi. 
witnefieth) the roc/^s rent, and the very graves were opened. 
This deft, as to what now appears of it, is about a fp an 
wide at its upper part, and two deep; after which it clofes: 
but it opens again below, (as you may fee in another 

K Chapel 



74 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 

Chapel contiguous to the fide of Calvary;) and runs down 
to an unknown depth in the Earth. That this rent was 
made by the Earthquake, that happen’d at our Lord’s 
Paflion, there is only tradition to prove : But that it is 
a natural and genuine breach, and not counterfeited by 
any Art, the fenfe and reafon of every one that fees it 
may convince him ; for the Tides of it tit like two Tallys 
to each other; and yet it runs in fuch intricate windings 
as could not well be counterfeited by Art, nor arriv’d at 
by any Inftruments. 

The Ceremony of the Paflion being over, and the Guar¬ 
dian's Sermon ended, two Friars pcrlonating, the one 
Jofepb of Arimatbea, the other Nlcodemus, approach’d the 
Crofs, and with a moft folemn concern’d air, both of afped 
and behaviour, drew out the great Nails, and took down 
the feigned Body from the Crofs. It was an Effigies io 
contriv'd, that its Limbs were fofl and flexible, as if they 
had been real Fleffi: and nothing could be more furprifing, 
than to fee the two pretended Mourners bend down the 
Arms, which were before extended, and difpofe them up¬ 
on the Trunk, in fuch a manner as is ufual in Corpfes. 

The Body being taken down from the Crofs, was re¬ 
ceiv'd in a fair large winding-ffieer, and carried down from 
Calvary ; the whole Company attending as before, to the 
Stone of Unbtion. This is taken for the very place where 
the precious Body of our Lord was anointed, and pre¬ 
pared for the Burial, John 19. 39. Here they laid down 
their imaginary Corps; and calling over it leveral fweet 
Powders and Spices, wrapt it up in the winding-ffieet ; 
Whilft this was doing, they fung their proper Hymn; 
and afterwards, one of the Friars preached in Arabick 
a Funeral Sermon. 

Thefe Obfequies being finiffied, they carried off their 
fancied Corps, and laid it in the Sepulcher; Ihutting up 
the door till Eafter morning. And now after fo many Ser¬ 
mons, and folong, not to fay tedious a Ceremony, it may 
well be imagined, that the wearinefs of the Congregation, 
as well as the hour of the Night, made it needful to go 
to relh Satur- 
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Saturday, Mar. 27, 

The next morning nothing extraordinary pafs’d; which 
gave many of the Pilgrims leifure to have their Arms 
mark'd with the ufual enfigns of Jerufalem. The Artifts, 
who undertake the operation, do it in this manner. They 
have ilamps in Wood of any figure that you defire; which 
they firft print off upon your Arm with powder of Char¬ 
coal : Then taking two very fine Needles ty’d dole toge¬ 
ther, and dipping them often, like a Pen, in certain Ink, 
compounded, as I was informed, of Gunpowder and Ox- 
Gall, they make with them fmall pundures all along the 
lines of the figure which they have printed ; and then 
wafhing the part in wine, conclude the work. Thefe 
pundures they make with great quicknefs and dexterity, 
and with fcarce any fmart, feldom piercing fo deep as to 
draw Blood. 

In the Afternoon of this day, the Congregation was 
affembledin the Areabefore the Holy Grave ; where the 
Friars fpent fome hours in finging over the Lamenta¬ 
tions of Jeremiah-, which Function, with the ufual pro- 
ceflion to the holy places, was all the Ceremony of this 
day. 

Sunday, Mar. 28. 

On Eafler morning, the Sepulcher was again fet open 
very early. The Clouds of the former morning were 
clear'd up; and the Friars put on a face of joy and fere- 
nity, as if it had been the real jundure of our Lord’s 
Refurredion. Nor doubtlefs was this joy feign’d, what¬ 
ever their mourning might be ; this being the day in 
which their Lenten difciplines expir’d, and they were 
come to a full belly again. 

The Mafs was celebrated this morning juft before the 
Holy Sepulcher, being the moft eminent place in the 
Church; where the Father Guardian had a Throne ered- 
ed, and being array’d in Epifcopal Robes, with a Mitre 
on his Head, in the fight of the Turks, he gave the Hoft 
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to all that were difpos’d to receive it; not refilling Chil¬ 
dren of feven or eight years old. This office being ended, 
we made our exit out of the Sepulcher, and returning to 
the Convent, din'd with the Friars. 

After dinner, we took an opportunity to go and vifit 
fome of the remarkable places without the City Walls; 
We began with thofc on the North fide. 

The firft place we were conducted to was a large Grot, 
a little without Damafcus Gate; laid to have been fome 
time the refidence of Jeremiah. On the left fide of it is 
fhewn the Prophet’s Bed, being a ffielve on the Rock, 
about eight foot from the ground; and not far from this, 
is the place where they fay he wrote his Lamentations. 
This place is at prefent a College ofDervifes, and is held 
in great veneration by the Turks and Tews, as well as 
Chriflians. 

The next place we came to was, thofe famous Grots 
call’d the Sepulchers of the Kings; but for what reafon 
they go by that Name is hard to rcfolve : For it is certain 
none of the Kings, either of Ifrael or Judah, were buried 
here; the holy Scriptures affigning other places for their 
Sepultures; unlefs it may be thought, perhaps, thar/fec- 
kiah was here interr’d, and that thefe were the Sepulchers 
of the Sons of David, mention’d 2 Chron. 32. 33. Who¬ 
ever was buried here, this is certain, that the place it 1 elf 
difcovers fo great an cxpence both of labour and treafure, 
that we may well fuppofe it to have been the work of 
Kings. You approach to it at the Eaft fide, thro’ an en¬ 
trance cut out of the natural Rock, which admits you 
into an open Court of about forty paces fquare,cut down 
into the Rock, with which it is encompafs’d inllead of 
Walls. On the South fide of the Court is a Portico, nine 
paces long and four broad, hewn likewife out of the na¬ 
tural Rock. This has a kind of Architrave running along 
its front, adorn’d with Sculpture of fruits and flowers, Hill 
difcernible, but by time much defac’d. At the end of 
the Portico on the left hand, you defeend to the pafTage 
into the Sepulchers. The door is now fo obftruded with 
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ftones and rubbifh, that it is a thing of fome difficulty to 
creep thro’ it. But within, you arrive in a large fair Room, 
about feven or eight yards fquare, cut out of the natural 
Rock. Its Sides and Cieling are fo exa&ly fquare, and its 
Angles fo juft, that no Architect with Levels and Plum¬ 
mets could ouild a Room more regular. And the whole is 
fo firm and entire,that it may be call'd a Chamber hollow'd 
out of one piece of marble. From this Room, you pafs 
into (I think) fix more, one within another, all of the 
fame Fabrick with the firft. Of thefe, the two innermoft 
are deeper than the reft, having a fecond defcent of about 
fix or feven fteps into them. 

In every one of thefe Rooms except the firft, were Cof¬ 
fins of ftone plac'd in Niches in the fides of the Chambers. 
They had been at firft cover'd with handfome lids, and 
carv'd with Garlands; but now moft of them were broke 
to pieces by facrilegious hands4. The Sides and Cieling of 
the Rooms were always dropping, with the moift damps 
condenfing upon them. To remedy which nuifance,and to 
preferve thefe Chambers of the dead polite and clean,there 
was in each Room a fmall channel cut in the floor, which 
ferv'd to drainthe drops that fall conftantly into it. 

But the moft furpriiing thing belonging to thefe fub- 
terraneous Chambers was their Doors; of which there is 
only one that remains hanging, being left as it were on pur- 
pofe to puzzle the beholders. It confifted of a plank of 
Stone of about fix inches in thicknefs, o 
and in its other dimenfions equalling 
the fize of an ordinary door, or fome- 
what lefs. It was carv'd in fuch a man¬ 
ner, as to refemble a piece of wain- 
fcot: The Stone of which it was made 
was vifibly of the fame kind with the 
whole Rock; and it turn'd upon two 
hinges in the nature of Axels, as is 
reprefented in the marginal figure. 
Thefe hinges were of the fame entire IU= 
piece of ftone with the door; and were * 
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contain'd in two holes of the immoveable Rock, one at 
the top, the other at the bottom. 

From this defcription it is obvious to dart a quedion, 
how fuch doors as thefe were made; whether they were 
cut out of the Rock, in the fame place and manner as they 
now hang; or whether they were brought, and fix’d in 
their ftation like other doors ? One of thefe mud be fup- 
pos’d to have been done; and which foever part we choofe 
as mod: probable, it feems at firlf glance to be not without 
its difficulty. But thus much I have to fay, for the re- 
folving of this riddle (which is wont to create no fmall 
difpute amongd Pilgrims) viz,. That the door which was 
left hanging, did not touch its lintel, by at lead two 
inches; fo that I believe it might eafily have been lifted 
up, and unhinged. And the doors which had been thrown 
down, had their hinges at the upper end, twice as long as 
thofe at the bottom ; which feems to intimate pretty 
plainly, by what method this work was accomplifhed. 

From’thefe Sepulchers, we return’d toward the City 
again, and jud by Herod’s Gate were fhewn a Grotto full 
of filthy Water and Mire. This padfes for the Dungeon 
in which Jeremiah was kept by Zedekiah, till enlarged by 
the Charity of Ebed Melech, Jer. 38. At this place we 
concluded our vifits for that evening. 

Monday, Mar. 29. 

The next day being Eader Monday, the Mofolem or 
Governour of the City fet out, according to cudom, 
with feveral Bands of Souldiers to convey the Pilgrims 
to Jordan. Without this guard there is no going thither, 
by reafon of the Multitude and indolence of the Arabs 
in thefe parts. The fee to the Mofolem for his Company 
and Souldiers upon this occafion, is twelve Dollars for 
each Frank Pilgrim, but if they be Ecclefiadicks, fix 9 
which you mud pay, whether you are difpos’d to go the 
Journey or day in the City. We went out at St Stephens 
Gate, being in all, of every Nation and Sex, about two 
thoufand Pilgrims. Having crofs’d the Valley of Jcbo- 
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faphat, and parr of Mount Olivet, we came in half an hour 
to Bethany $ at prefent only a fmall Village. At the firft 
entrance into it, is an old ruin which they call Lazarus’s 
Cattle, fuppos’d to have been the Manfion Houfe of that 
favourite of our Lord. At the bottom of a fmall defcent, 
not far from the Cattle, is /hewn the Sepulcher out of 
which he was rais'd to a fecond Mortality, by that en¬ 
livening voice of Chrift, Lazarus come forth. You defcend 
into the Sepulcher by twenty five fteep Stairs; at the bot¬ 
tom of which, you arrive firft in a fmall fquare Room, 
and from thence you creep down into another letter Room 
about a yard and a half deeper, in which the Body is faid 
to have been laid. This place is held in great veneration 
by the Turks, who ufe it for an Oratory, arid demand of 
ail Chriftians a fmall Caphar for their admiftion into it. 

About a Bow (hot from hence you pafs by the place 
which, they fay, was Mary Magdalen’s Habitation ; and 
then defcending a fteep Hill, you come to the Fountain 
of the Apoftles; fo call’d becaufe, as the tradition1 goes, 
thole holy Perfons were wont to refre/h themfelves here, 
in their frequent Travels between Jerufalem and Jericho. 
And indeed it is a thing very probable, and no more than 
1 believe is done by all that travel this way; the Foun¬ 
tain being clofe by the Road fide, and very inviting to 
the thirfty Pafienger. 

From this place you proceed in an intricate way amongft 
Hills and Valleys interchangeably; all of a very barren 
alped at prefent, but difeovering evident figns of the la¬ 
bour of the Husband-man in ancient times. After lome 
hours travel in this fort of road, you arrive at the Moun¬ 
tainous Defart into which our Blefted Saviour was led by 
the Spirit, to be tempted by the Devil.' A mo ft miferable 
dry barren place it is, confifting of high rocky Moun¬ 
tains, fo torn and diiorder'd, as if the Earth had here fuf- 
fer'd fome great convulfion, in which its very bowels had 
been turn’d outward. On the left hand, looking down in 
a deep Valley as we patted along, we faw fome ruins of 
fmall Cells and Cottages; which they told us were former- 
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ly the Habitations of Hermits retiring hither for Penance 
and Mortification. And certainly there could not be found 
in the wholeEarth, a more comfortlefs and abandon’d place 
for that purpofe. From the top of thefe Hills of defolation, 
we had however a delightful profpedt of the Mountains 
of Arabia, the Dead Sea, and the Plain of Jericho ; into 
which laft place we defcended,after about five hoursMarch 
from Jerufalem. As foon as we enter’d the Plain, we 
turn’d up on the left hand, and going about one hour that 
way, came to the foot of the Quarantariia; which, they 
fay, is the Mountain into which the Devil took our Biel- 
fed Saviour, when he tempted him with that vilionary 
fcene of all the Kingdoms and Glories of the World. It 
is, as St Matthew ftiles it, an exceeding high Mountain, 
and in its afcent not only difficult, but dangerous. It has 
a fmall Chapel at the top, and another about half way up, 
founded upon a Prominent part of the rock : near this 
latter are feveral Caves and holes in the fide of the Moun¬ 
tain, made ufe of anciently by Hermits, and by fome at 
this day, for places to keep their Lent in; in imitation of 
that of our Bleffed Saviour. In mod: of thefe Grots we 
found certain Arabs quarter’d with Fire-Arms, who ob- 
ftru&ed our afcent, demanding two hundred Dollars for 
leave to go up the Mountains. So we departed without 
farther trouble, not a little glad to have fo good an ex- 
cufe for not climbing fo dangerous a Precipice. 

Turning down from hence into the Plain, we pafs’d by 
a ruin’d Aquedudt, and a Convent in the fame condition: 
And, in about a miles riding, came to the Fountain of 
Elifha: fo call'd, becaufe miraculoufiy purg’d from its 
brackifhnefs by that Prophet, at the requeft of the Men 
of Jericho, 2 Kings 2.19. Its Waters are at prefent receiv’d 
in a Bafin, about nine or ten paces long, and five or fix 
broad; and from thence ififuing out in good plenty, divide 
themfelves into feveral fmall ftrcams, difperfing their 
refreffiment to all the Field between this and Jericho, 
and rendring it exceeding fruitful. Clole by the Fountain 
grows a large Tree fpreading into Boughs over the Water, 
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and here in the /hade we took a Collation with the Fa¬ 
ther Guardian, and about thirty or forty Friars more* 
who went this Journey with us. 

At about one third of an hours diftance from hence is 
Jericho, at prefent oply a poor nafty Village of the Arabs# 
We were here carried to fee a place where Zaccheus’s 
Houfe is faid to have hood; which is only an old fquare 
ftone building, on the South fide of Jericho. About two 
furlongs from hence, the Mofolem, with his People had 
encamp'd; and not far from them we took up our Quar¬ 
ters this night. 

Tuefday, Mar. 30. 

The next morning we fet out very early for Jordan* 
where we arriv'd in two hours. We found the Plain very 
barren as we pafs'd along it, producing nothing but a kind 
of Samphire, and other fuch marine Plants. I obferv'd 
in many places of the road, where puddles of water had 
flood, awhitenefs upon thefurface of the ground; which* 
upon trial, I found to be a cruil of Salt caus'd by the wa¬ 
ter to rife out of the Earth, in the fame manner as it does 
every year in the Valley of Salt near Aleppo, after the 
Winter's Inundation. Thefe faline efliorefcencies I found 
at fome leagues diftance from the Dead Sea; which de- 
monftrates, that the whole Valley muft be all over plenti¬ 
fully impregnated with that Mineral. 

Within about a furlong of the River, at that place 
where we vifited it, there was an old ruin'd Church and 
Convent, dedicated to St John in memory of the Baptiz¬ 
ing of our Bleffed Lord. It is founded as near as could 
be conje&ur'd to the very place where he had the honour 
to perform that facred office, and to wafh him who was 
infinitely purer than the Water it (elf On the farther fide 
of the foremention'd Convent there runs along a fmall 
defcent, which you may fitly call the firft and outermoft: 
bank of Jordan; as far as which it may be fuppos'd the 
River does, or at leafl did anciently overflow, at fome 
Seafons of the Year, viz. at the time of hldVve{t,JoJh. 5. 

L or 



8 2 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 

or as it is exprefs'd, Chron.11.15. in the firft Month, that 
is, in March. But at prefent (whether it be becaufe the 
River has, by its rapidity of current, worn its Channel 
deeper than it was formerly, or whether becaufe its Waters 
are diverted fome other way) it feems to have forgot its 
ancient greatnefs: For we could, difcern no fign or pro¬ 
bability of fuch overflowings, when we were there; which 
was the thirtieth of March, being the proper time for 
thefe Inundations. Nay lb far was the River from over¬ 
flowing, that it ran at lead two yards below the brink of 
its Channel. 

After having defended the outermoft bank, you go 
about a furlong upon a level ftrand, before you come to 
the immediate bank of the River. This fecond bank is 
fo befet with Bulhes and Trees, fuch as Tamarisk, Wil¬ 
lows, Oleanders, &c. that you can fee no Water till you 
have made your way thro'them. In this thicket anciently 
(and the fame is reported of it at this day) feveral forts 
of wild Beafts were wont to harbour themfelves. Whole 
being walhed out of the Covert by the overflowings of 
the River, gave occalion to that allufion, Jerem. 49. 19. 
and 50. 44. He Jhall come up likje a lion from the [welling 
of Jordan. 

No fooner were we arriv'd at the River, and difmount- 
ed, in order to fatisfy that curiofity and devotion which 
brought us thither, but we were alarm’d by fome Troops 
of Arabs appearing on the other fide, and firing at us; 
but at too great a diftance to do any execution. This 
intervening difturbance hindred the Friars from perform¬ 
ing their fervice prelcrib’d for this place; and feem’d 
to put them in a terrible fear of their lives, beyond 
what appear’d in the reft of the Company : Tho’ confi- 
dering the fordidnefs of their prefent condition, and 
the extraordinary rewards, which they boall to be their 
due in the World to come, one would think in reafon, 
they of all Men fhould have the leaft caufe to difcover 
fo great a fear of Death, and lo much fondnefs of a life 
like theirs. 

But 
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Bat this Alarm was foon over, and every one return’d 
to his former purpole: fome ftripp’d and bath’d them- 
lelves in the River; others cut down boughs from the 
Trees; every Man was employ’d one way or other to 
take a memorial of this famous Stream. The Water was 
very turbid, and too rapid to be fwam againft. For its 
breadth, it might be about twenty yards over; and in 
depth it far exceeded my height. On the other fide there 
feem’d to be a much larger thicket than on that where 
wc were: But we durft not Iwim over, to take any cer¬ 
tain account of that Region, for fear of the Arabs; there 
being three Guns fired juft over againft us, and (as we 
might guefs by their reports) very near the River. 

Having finifhed our defign here, we were fummon’d 
to return, by the Mofoiem ; who carried us back into the 
middle of the Plain, and there fitting under his Tent, 
made us pafs before him, Man by Man, to the end he 
might take the more exad: account of us, and lofc nothing 
of his Caphar. We feem’d at this place to be near the 
Dead Sea, and fome of us had a great defire to go nearer, 
and take a view of thofe prodigious Waters. But this could 
not be attempted, without the Licence of ourCommander 
in chief. We therefore fent to requeft: his permiftion for 
our going, and a guard to attend us; both which he readi¬ 
ly granted, and we immediately profecuted our purpofe. 

Coming within about half an hour of the Sea, we found 
the ground uneven, and varied into hillocks, much re- 
fembling thofe places in England where there have been 
anciently Lime-kilns. Whether thefe might be the Pits at 
which the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown 
by the four Kings, Gen. 14. 10. I will not determine. 

Coming near the Sea we pafs’d thro’a kind of Coppice, 
of Bufhes and Reeds; In the midft of which our Guide, 
who was an Arab, fhew’d us a Fountain of frefti Water, 
rifing not above a furlong from the Sea: Frefli Water he 
call’d it, but we found it brackifh. 

The Dead Sea is enclos’d on the Eaft and Weft with 
exceeding high Mountains; on the North it is bounded 

L 2, with 
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with the Plain of Jericho, on which fide alfo it receives 
the Waters of Jordan; on the South it is open, and ex¬ 
tends beyond the reach of the Eye. It is Paid to be twen¬ 
ty four leagues long, and fix or feven broad. 

On the Shore of the Lake we found a black fort of 
Pebbles, which being held in the flame of a Candle foon 
burns, and yields a fmoak of an intolerable ftench. It has 
this property, that it lofes only of its weight, but not 
of its bulk by burning. The Hills bordering upon the 
Lake, are faid to abound with this fort of Sulphureous 
Stones. 3 law pieces of it, at the Convent of St John in 
the Wildernefs, two foot fquare. They were carved in 
BafFo Relievo, and poli/hd to as great a luftre as black 
Marble is capable of, and weredeflgn’d for the ornament 
of the new Church at the Convent. 

It is a common tradition, that Birds, attempting to fly 
over this Sea, drop down dead into it; and that no Fifh, 
nor other fort of Animal can endure thelc deadly Waters. 
The former report I faw a&ually confuted, by feveral 
Birds flying about and over the Sea, without any viflbie 
harm; the latter alfo I have fome reafon to fufpedt as 
falfe, having obfcrved amongft the Pebbles on the fhore, 
two or three /hells ofFi/h refemblingOyfter-fhells. Theie 
were call up by the Waves, at two hours diftance from 
the Mouth of Jordan: Which I mention, left it fhould 
be fufpeded that they might be brought into the Sea 
that way. 

As for the Bitumen, for which the Sea has been fo fa¬ 
mous, there was none at the place where we were. But 
it is gather’d near the Mountains on both fides in great 
plenty. I had feveral lumps of it brought me to Jeru¬ 
salem. It exa&ly reiemblcs Pitch, and cannot readily be 
diftinguifh’d from it, but by the Sulphureoufnefs of its 
Smell and Tafte. 

The Water of the Lake was very limpid, and fait to 
the higheft degree; and not only fait, but alfo extream 
bitter and naufeous. Being willing to make an experi¬ 
ment of its ftrcngth, I went into it, and found it bore up 
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my Body in fwimming with an uncommon force. But as 
for that relation of fome Authors, that Men wading into 
it were buoyed up to the top, as foon as they go as deep 
as the Navel; I found it, upon experiment, not true. 

Being defirous to fee the remains (if there were any) 
of thofe Cities anciently fituate in this place ; and made 
fo dreadful an example of the divine Vengeance, I dili¬ 
gently furvey’d the waters, as far as my Eye could reach : 
But neither could 1 difcern any heaps of ruins, nor any 
fmoak afcending above the furface of the water ; as is 
ufually defcribed in the writings and maps of Geogra¬ 
phers. But yet I muft not omit what was confidently at- 
tefted to me by the Father Guardian, and Procurator of 
Jerufalem; both Men in years, and feemingly not defti- 
tute either of fenfe or probity: viz., that they had once 
actually feen one of thefe ruins; that it was fo near the 
fhore, and the waters fo fnallow, at that time, that they 
together with fome French Men went to it, and found 
there feveral Pillars, and other fragments of Buildings. 
The caufe of our being depriv'd of this light was, I fup- 
pofe, the height of the water. 

On the Weft fide of the Sea is a fmall Promontory, near 
which, as our Guides told us, flood the Monument of 
Lot3s Mecamorphofed Wife; part of which (if they may 
be credited) is vifible at this day. But neither would the 
prefent occafion permit us to go and examine the truth of 
this relation, neither, had the opportunity ferv’d, could 
we give faith enough to their report, to induce us to go 
on fuch an errand. 

As for the Apples of Sodom fo much talk’d of, I nei¬ 
ther faw, nor heard of any hereabouts: Nor was there 
any Tree to be feen near the Lake, from which one might 
exped fuch a kind of Fruit; * which induces me to be¬ 
lieve that there may be a greater deceit in this Fruit, than 
that which is ufually reported of it; and that its very 
being, as well as its beauty is a fidion, only kept up, as 
my Lord Bacon obferves many other falfe notions are, 

* Tacit. Hiji. Lib. j, Jofeph. Bell. Jitd, Lib, j. Cap. j. 
becaufe 
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becaufe it ferves for a good allufion, and helps the Poets 
to a Similitude. 

In our return from the Dead Sea, at about one hours 
diftance from it, we came to an old ruin'd Greek Convent. 
There was good part of the Church remaining, with fe- 
veral pieces of painting entire; as the figures of feveral 
Greek Saints, and, over the Altar, the reprefentation of 
our Lordh laft Supper, with this Text of holy Writ fairly 
infcrib'd, AiSm See. Hereabout, and alfo in many 
other places of the Plain, I perceiv’d a ftrong (cent of 
Honey and Wax, (the Sun being very hot;) and the Bees 
were very induflrious about the blofiToms of that fait weed 
which the Plain produces. In about one hour and a half 
more we return'd to our Tents and Company, at the 
fame place where we fiept the night before; and there 
we fpent this night alfo. 

Amongft the products of this place, I faw a very re¬ 
markable Fruit call’d by the Arabs Za-cho-ne. It grows 
upon a thorny Bufh, with finall Leaves; and both in fhape 
and colour refembles a fmall unripe Wallnut. The ker¬ 
nels of this Fruit the Arabs bray in a Mortar; and then 
putting the pulp into fealding water, they skim off an 
Oil, which rifes to the top. This Oil they take inward¬ 
ly for bruifes, and apply it outwardly to green wounds, 
preferring it before Balm of Gilead. I procur'd a Bottle 
of it, and have found it, upon fome fmall trials, a very 
healing medicine. The Rofes oiJericho were not to be 
found at this feafon. 

Wednefday, Mar. $ i. 

This morning we all decamp'd at half an hour after 
two, and returning the fame way by which we came, ar¬ 
riv'd in about fix hours near the Walls of Jerufalem. 
Our Company did not think fit to enter the City, re- 
folving to go immediately for Bethlehem. In order to 
which, we turn'd down into the Valley of Jehofaphat; and 
fo palling by the City, inftantly took the Road to the 
place intended. 

From 
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From Jerufalem to Bethlehem, is but two hours Travel. 
The Country thro' which the Road lies, is the Valley of 
Rephaim; as may be gather'd from Jof.Ant. Lib.4.. Cap.io* 
A Valley fo famous for being the Theatre of David's Vi¬ 
ctories again!! the Philiftines, 2 Sam. 5. 23. In the Road 
you meet with thefe following remarkable places; Firft, 
a place faid to be the Houfe of Simeon, that venerable 
old Prophet, who taking our Blelfed Saviour in his Arms 
fung his Nunc dhnittis in the Temple. Secondly, the 
famous Turpentine Tree, in the lhade of which the Blef- 
fed Virgin is laid to have repos’d, when Ihe was carry¬ 
ing Chrift in her Arms, to prefCnt him to the Lord at 
Jerufalem. Thirdly, a Convent dedicated to St Elias, 
the imprefs of whofe Body, the Greek Monks reliding 
here pretend to fhew in a hard Stone, which was wont 
to ferve him for his Bed. Near this Convent alfo is a 
Well, where you are told it was, that the Star appear'd 
to the Eaftern Magi to their exceeding joy. Fourthly, 
Rachel's Tomb; this may probably be the true place of 
her interment, mention’d Gen. 35.19. But the prefent 
Sepulchral Monument can be none of that which Jacob 
ereCted; for it appears plainly to be a modern and Turkifh 
Structure. Near this Monument is a little piece of ground, 
in which are pick’d up a little fort of fmall round Stones, 
exadtly refembling Peafe : concerning which they have 
a tradition here, that they were once truly what they 
now feem to be; but that the Blelfed Virgin petrify'd 
them by a Miracle, in punilhment to a furly Ruftick, who 
deny’d her the Charity of a handful of them to relieve 
her hunger. 

Being arriv’d at Bethlehem, we immediately made a cir¬ 
cular vifit to all the holy places belonging to it: as name¬ 
ly the place where it is faid, our BlelTed Lord was Born; 
the Manger in which it is laid he was laid ; the Chapel 
of St Jofeph his fuppos’d Father; that of the Innocents', 
thofe of St Jerom, of St Paula and Euftochium, and of 
Eufebius of Cremona; and Jaftly, the School of Stjerom. 
All which places it lhall fuffice juft to name. 

From 



I 

SS A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem: 

From the top of the Church, we had a large profped 
of the adjacent Country. The mod remarkable places 
in view were Tekoab, fituate on the fide of a Hill, about 
nine Miles diftant to the Southward; Engedi, diftant about 
three Miles Eaftward; and fomewhat farther off, the 
fame way, a high /harp Hill, call'd the Mountain of the 
Franks, becaufe defended by a Party of the Crufaders 
forty years, after the lofs of Jerufalem. 

Thurfday, April I. 

This morning we went to fee fome remarkable places 
in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. The firft place that 
we direded our courfe to, was thofe famous Fountains, 
Pools and Gardens, about one hour and a quarter diftant 
from Bethlehem Southward, faid to have been the con¬ 
trivance and delight of King Solomon. To thefe works 
and places of pleafure that great Prince is fuppos’d to al¬ 
lude, Eccl 2. 6. where amongft the other inftances of 
his Magnificence, he reckons up his Gardens and Vine¬ 
yards and Pools. 

As for the Pools, they are three in number, lying in a 
row above each other; being lo difpos’d, that the Waters 
of the uppermoft may defcend into the fecond, and thofe 
of the fecond into the third. Their figure is quadran¬ 
gular the breadth is the fame in all, amounting to about 
ninety paces; in their length there is fome difference be¬ 
tween them j the firft being about one hundred and fixty 
paces long, the fecond two hundred, the third two hun¬ 
dred and twenty. They are all lin’d with wall, and 
plaifter’d, and contain a great depth of Water. 

Clofe by the Pools is a pleafant Caftle of a modern 
Strudure; and at about the diftance of one hundred and 
forty paces from them, is the Fountain from which prin¬ 
cipally they derive their Waters. This the Friars will 
have to be that Seal'd Fountain, to which the holy Spoufe 
is compar’d. Can. 4. 12. And, in confirmation of this 
opinion, they pretend a tradition, that King Solomon fhut 
up thefe fjprings, and kept the door of them feal’d with 

his 
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his Signet; to the end that he might preferve the Waters 
for his own drinking, in their natural freffinefs and pu¬ 
rity. Nor was it difficult thus to fecure them, they riling 
under ground, and having no avenue to them but by a 
little hole like to the Mouth of a narrow Well. Thro3 this 
hole you defeend dire&ly down, but not without fome 
difficulty, for about four yards; and then arrive in a 
vaulted Room, fifteen paces long, and eight broad. 
Joining to this, is another Room of the fame fafhion, 
but fomewhat lels. Both thefe Rooms are cover’d with 
handfome (tone Arches very ancient, and perhaps the 
work of Solomon himfelf. 

You find here four places at which the Water rifes : 
From thofe feparate fources it is convey'd, by little rivu¬ 
lets, into a kind of Bafin, and from thence is carried by 
a large fubterraneous Palfage down into the Pools. In the 
way, before it arrives at the Pools, there is an Aqueduct 
of brick Pipes, which receives part of the Stream, and 
carries it, by many turnings and windings about the 
Mountains, tojerufalem. 

Below the Pools here runs down a narrow rockyValley, 
enclos’d on both fides with high Mountains. This the 
Friars will have to be the enclos’d Garden, alluded to in 
the fame place of the Canticles before cited. A garden en- 
do fed is my fifier, my fpoufe: a fpring Jhut up, a fountain 
fealed. What truth there may be in this conje&ure, I can¬ 
not abfolutely pronounce. As to the Pools, it is probable 
enough, they may be the fame with Solomons,; there not 
being the like Itore of excellent Spring-Water to be met 
with any where elfe, throughout all Paleftine. But for 
the Gardens one may fafely affirm, that if Solomon made 
them in the rocky Ground which is now aflign’d for 
them, he demonftrated greater power and wealth in fi- 
nifhing his defign, than he did wifdom in choofing the 
place for it. 

From thefe memorials of Solomon, we return’d toward 
Bethlehem again, in order to vifit fome places nearer home. 
The places we faw were, The Field where it is laid the 

M Shepherds 
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Shepherds were watching their Flocks, when they receiv'd 
the glad tidings of the Birth of Chrift; and not far from 
the Field, the Village where they dwelt j and a little on 
the right hand of the Village, an old defolate Nunnery 
built by St Paula, and made the more memorable by her 
dying in it. Thefe places are all within about half a Mile 
of the Convent, Eaftward ■, and with thefe we finifhed 
this mornings work. 

Having feen what is ufually vifited on the South and 
Eaft of Bethlehem, we walk'd out after dinner to the Weft- 
ward, to fee what was remarkable on that fide. The iirft 
place we were guided to was the Well of David, fo call'd 
becaufe held to be the fame that David fo paftlonately 
thirfted after. 2 Sam. 23. 1 It is a Well (or rather a 
Ciftern) fupply’d only with Rain, without any natural 
excellency in its Waters to make them defireable : But 
it feems David3s Spirit had a farther aim. 

About two furlongs beyond this Well, are to be feen 
fome remains of an old Aquedud:, which anciently con¬ 
vey'd the Waters from Solomons, Pools to Jerufalem. This 
Is faid to be the genuine work of Solomon and may well 
be allow'd to be in reality, what it is pretended for. It 
is carried all along upon the furface of the ground, and is 
compos'd of Stones --foot Iquare, and-thick, per¬ 
forated with a cavity of-inches diameter, to make 
the Channel. Thefe Stones are let into each other with a 
fillet fram'd round about the cavity, to prevent leakage; 
and united to each other with fo firm a Cement, that 
they will fometimes fooner break (tho* a kind of coarfe 
Marble) than endure a feparation. This train of Stones 
was cover'd, for its greater fecurity, with a cafe of fmaller 
Stones, laid over it in a very ftrong Mortar. The whole 
work feems to be endued with fuch abfolute firmnefs, as 
if it had been defign'd for Eternity. But the Turks have 
demonftrated in this inftance, that nothing can be fo well 
wrought, but they are able to deftroy it. For of this ftrong 
Aqueduct, which was carried formerly five or fix leagues, 
with fo vaft expence and labour, you fee now only here 
and there a fragment remaining. Re- 
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Returning from this place we went to fee the Greek 
and Armenian Convents; which are contiguous to that 
of the Latins, and have each their feveral doors opening 
into the Chapel of the holy Manger. The next place we 
went to fee was the Grot of the Blelfed Virgin. It is within 
thirty or forty yards of the Convent; and is reverenced 
upon the account of a tradition, that the Blelfed Virgin 
here hid her ielf and her Divine Babe from the fury of 
Herod, for feme time before their departure into Egypt. 
The Grot is hollow'd into a Chalky Rock : But this white- 
nefs they will have to be not natural, but to have been 
occafton’d by fome miraculous drops of the Blelfed Vir¬ 
gin's Milk, which fell from her Breaft whilft Hie was fuck- 
ling the holy Infant. And fo much are they polfefs’d with 
this opinion, that they believe the chalk of this Grotto 
has a miraculous virtue for encreafing Women's Milk. 
And I was allured from many hands, that it is very fre¬ 
quently taken by the Women hereabouts, as well Turks 
and Arabs, as Chriftians, for that purpole, and that with 
very good effect; which perhaps may be true enough, 
it being well known how much Fancy is wont to do in 
things of this nature. 

Friday, April 2. 

The next morning, prefenting the Guardian with two 
Chequeens a piece for his civilities to us, we took our 
leaves of Bethlehem, defigning juft to go vifit the Wil- 
dernefs and Convent of St John Baptifi, and fo return to 
Jerufalem. 

In this Stage we firft crofs’d part of that famous Valley, 
in which it is laid that the Angel in one night did fuch 
prodigious execution, in the Army of Sennacherib. Having 
travelled about half an hour, we came to a Village call’d 
Bootejhellah 1 concerning which they relate this remark¬ 
able property, that no Turk can live in it above two years. 
By virtue of this report, whether true or falfe, the Chri¬ 
ftians keep the Village to themfelves without moleftation; 
no Turk being willing to (take his life in experimenting 

M 2 the 
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the truth of it. In fomewhat lefs than an hour more we 
came to the Fountain, where they told us, but falfly, that 
Philip baptized the ^Ethiopian Eunuch. The PafTage here 
is fo rocky and uneven, that Pilgrims finding how diffi¬ 
cult the road is for a fingle Horfeman, are ready to think 
it impoffible that a Chariot (fuch as the Eunuch rode in. 
Ads 8.28.) fliould ever have been able to go this way. 
But it mull not be judged what the Road was in ancient 
times, by what the negligence of the Turks has now re¬ 
duced it to: for I obferv’d not far from the Fountain, a 
place where the Rock had been cut away in old time, in 
order to lay open a good Road; by which it may be fup- 
pos'd that the fame care was us'd all along this PafTage, 
tho' now time and negligence have obliterated both the 
fruit and almoft the figns of fuch labour. 

A little beyond this Fountain, we came to that which 
they call the Village of St Philip ; at which afeending a 
very fleep Hill, we arrived at the Wildernefs of Si John : 
A Wildernefs it is call'd, as being very Rocky and Moun¬ 
tainous ; but is well cultivated, and produces plenty of 
Corn and Vines and Olive Trees. After a good hours 
travel in this Wildernefs, we came to the Cave and Foun¬ 
tain, where, as they fay, the Baptift exercis'd thofe fevere 
aufterities related of- him. Matt.3.4. Near this Cell there 
ftill grow fome old Locufl Trees, the Monuments of the 
Ignorance of the middle times. Thefe the Friars aver 
to be the very fame that yielded fuftenance to the Baptift, 
and the Popifh Pilgrims, who dare not be wifer than fuch 
blind guides, gather the fruit of them, and carry it away 
with great devotion. 

Having done with this place, we direded our courfe 
toward the Convent of St John, which is about a league 
diftant Eaftward. In our way we pafVd along one fide 
of the Valley of Elaby where David flew the Giant, that 
Defyer of the Army of Ifrael. 1 Saw. 17. We had like- 
wife in fight Mo don, a Village on the top of a high Hill, 
the burying place of thofe Heroical Defenders of their 
Country, the Maccabees. 

Being 
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Being come near the Convent, we were Jed a little out 

of the way, to vifit a place, which they call the Houfe of 
Elizabeth the Mother of the Baptijl. This was formerly 
a Convent alfo: but it is now a heap of ruins, and the 
only remarkable place left in it is a Grotto, in which (you 
are told) it was, that the Bleffed Virgin faluted Elizabeth, 
and pronounc'd her divine Magnificat. Luke 1. 46. 

The prefent Convent of St John, which is now inha¬ 
bited, (lands at about three furlongs didance from this 
Houfe of Elizabeth; and is fuppos'd to be built at the 
place where St John was Born. If you chance to ask how 
it came to pafs, that Elizabeth Jiv'd in one Houfe when (he 
was big with the Baptijl, and in another when (he brought 
him forth ? The anfwer you are like to receive, is, that 
the former was her Country, the latter her City Habita¬ 
tion ; and that it is no wonder for a Wife of one of the 
Prieds of better rank (fuch as (lie was, Luke 1.6.) to be 
provided with fuch variety. 

The Convent of St John has been, within thefe four 
years, rebuilt from the ground. It is at prefent a large 
fquare Building, uniform and neat all over * but that which 
is mod eminently beautiful in it, is its Church. It confids 
of three Ifles, and has in the middle a handfom Cupola, 
under which is a pavement of Mofaick, equal to, if not 
exceeding the fined works of the Ancients in that kind. 
At the upper end of the North Ifle, you go down feven 
Marble Steps, to a very fplendid altar, ereeded over the 
very place where they fay the holy Baptijl was born. 
Here are Artificers dill employ'd, in adding farther beau¬ 
ty and ornament to this Convent; and yet it has been (b 
expenfive a work already, that the Friars themlelves give 
out, there is not a Stone laid in it but has cod them a 
Dollar : which, confidering the large Sums exacted by 
the Turks for Licence to begin Fabricks of this nature, 
and alfo their perpetual Extortion and Avarrias after¬ 
wards, befides the neceffary charge of Building, may be 
allow'd to pafs for no extravagant Hyperbole, 

Returning 
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Returning from St John’s toward Jerufalem, we came 
in about three quarters of an hour to a Convent of the 
Greeks, taking its Name from the holy Crois. This Con¬ 
vent is very neat in its flrudture, and in its iituation de¬ 
lightful. But that which mod: deferves to be noted in it, 
is the reafon of its Name and Foundation. It is becaufe 
here is the Earth, that nourifhed the Root, that bore the 
Tree, that yielded theTimber that made the Crofs. Under 
the high Altar you are fhewn a hole in the ground where 
the flump of the Tree flood, and it meets with not a few 
Vifitants fo much veryer flocks than itfelf, as to fall down 
and worfhip it. This Convent is not above half an hour 
from Jerufalem; to which place we return’d this evening, 
being the fifth day fince our departure thence. 

After our return, we were invited into the Convent, 
to have our feet wafh’d; A Ceremony perform’d to each 
Pilgrim by the Father Guardian himfelf. The whole So¬ 
ciety flands round, finging fome Latin Hymns, all the 
while the Father Guardian is doing his office : And when 
he has done, every Friar comes in order, and kififes the 
feet of the Pilgrim. All this was perform’d with great 
order and folemnity: And, if it ferved either to teflify 
a fincere humility and charity in them, or to improve 
thofe excellent Graces in others, it might pafs for no un- 
ufeful Ceremony. 

Saturday, April 3. 

We went about midday to fee the fundlion of the 
Holy Fire. This is a Ceremony kept up by the Greeks 
and Armenians, upon a perfwafion, that every Eafler Eve 
there is a Miraculous Flame defcends from Heaven into 
the holy Sepulcher, and kindles all the Lamps and Can¬ 
dles there, as the Sacrifice was burnt at the Prayers of 
Elijah. 1 Kings. 18. 

Coming to the Church of the holy Sepulcher, we found 
it crowded with a numerous and diflratted Mob, making 
a hideous clamour very unfit for that iacred place, and 
better becoming Bacchanals than Chriflians. Getting with 

fome 
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Tome druggie thro5 this Crowd, we went up into the Gal¬ 
lery on that fide of the Church next the Latin Convent, 
whence we could difcern all that pafs’d In this religious 
frenzy. 

They began their diforders by running round the holy 
Sepulcher with all their might and fwiftnefs, crying out 
as they went, Huui, which fignifies this is he, or this is 
it; an expreflion by which they affert the verity of the 
Chriltian Religion. After they had by thefe vertiginous 
circulations and clamours turn'd their heads, and inflam'd 
their madnefs, they began to act the mod antick tricks 
and podures, in a thoufand fhapes of didradtion. Some¬ 
times they dragg’d one another along the floor all round 
the Sepulcher j fometimes they fet one Man upright on 
another’s fnoulders, and in this poflure march'd round; 
fometimes they took Men with their heels upward, and 
hurry’d them about in fuch an undecent manner, as toex- 
pofe their Nudities; fometimes they tumbled round the 
Sepulcher, after the manner of Tumblers on the Stage. 
In a word, nothing can be imagin'd more rude or extra¬ 
vagant, than what was adted upon this occafion. 

In this tumultuous frantick humour they continued 
from twelve ’till four of the Clock: the reafon of which 
delay was, becaufe of a Suit that was then in debate before 
the Cadi, betwixt the Greeks and Armenians; the former 
endeavouring to exclude the latter from having any/hare 
in this Miracle. Both Parties having expended (as I was 
inform’d) five thoufand Dollars between them, in this 
fooli/h Controverfy ; the Cadi at lad gave fentence, that 
they /hould enter the holy Sepulcher together, as had 
been ufual at former times. Sentence being thus given, 
at four of the Clock both Nations went on with their Ce¬ 
remony. The Greeks fird fet out, in a proce/fion round 
the holy Sepulcher, and immediately at their heels fol¬ 
low’d the Armenians. In this order they compafs’d the 
holy Sepulcher thrice, having produc’d all their Gallan¬ 
try of Standards, Streamers, Crucifixes and Embroider’d 
Habits upon this occafion. 

Toward 
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Toward the end of this proceflion, there was a Pidgeon 
came fluttering into the Cupola over the Sepulcher; at 
fight of which, there was a greater fhout and clamour than 
before. This Bird, the Latins told us, was purpofely let 
fly by the Greeks, to deceive the People into an opinion 
that it was a vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft. 

The proceflion being over, the Suffragan of the Greek 
Patriarch (he being himfelf at Conftantinople,) and the 
Principal Armenian Bifhop approach'd to the door of the 
Sepulcher, and cutting the firing with which it was faftned 
and feal’d, enter’d in, (hutting the door after them ; all 
the Candles and Lamps within having been before ex- 
tinguifh’d, in the prefence of the Turks and other wit- 
neffes. The exclamations were doubled, as the Miracle 
drew nearer to its accomplifhment; and the People prefs’d 
with fiich vehemence towards the door of the Sepulcher, 
that it was not in the power of the Turks, fet to guard 
it, with the fevereft drubs, to keep them off. The caule 
of their prefling in this manner, is the great defire they 
have to light their Candles at the holy Flame, as foon as 
it is firft brought out of the Sepulcher; it being efteem’d 
the moft facred and pure, as coming immediately from 
Heaven. 

The two Miracle-Mongers had not been above a mi¬ 
nute in the holy Sepulcher, when the glimmering of the 
holy Fire was leen, or imagin’d to appear, thro’ fome 
chinks of the door; and certainly Bedlam it felf never 
faw fuch an unruly tranfport, as was produc’d in the Mob 
at this fight. 

Immediately after, out came the twoPriefts with blazing 
Torches in their hands, which they held up at the door 
of the Sepulcher, while the People throng’d about with 
inexpreflible ardour; every one driving to obtain a part 
of the firft and pureft Flame. The Turks in the mean 
time, with huge Clubs, laid them on without mercy ; but 
all this could not repel them, the excels of their tranfport 
making them infenfible of pain. Thofe that got the Fire 
applied it immediately to their Beards, Faces andBofoms, 

pretending 
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pretending that it would not burn like an Earthly Flame: 
but I plainly Taw, none of them could endure this experi¬ 
ment long enough to make good that pretenfion. 

So many hands-being employ'd, you may be fure, 
it could not be long before innumerable Tapers were 
lighted. The whole Church, Gallerys, and every place 
Teemed indantly to be in a Flame ; and with this Illumi¬ 
nation the Ceremony ended. 

It mud be own’d, that thofe two within the Sepulcher, 
perform’d their part with great quicknefs and dexterity : 
but the behaviour of the Rabble without, very much dif* 
credited the Miracle. The Latins take a great deal of 
pains to expofe this Ceremony, as a mod fliameful im« 
podure, and afcandal to the Chridian Religion; perhaps 
out of envy, that others diould be Maders of fo gainful 
a bufinels; but the Greeks and Armenians pin their Faith 
upon it, and make their Pilgrimages chiefly upon this mo¬ 
tive : and ’tis the deplorable unhappinefs of their Prieds, 
that having aded the cheat fo long already, they are 
forc’d now to dand to it for fear of endangering the Apo- 
dacy of their People. 

Going out of the Church, after the rout was over, we 
faw feveral People gather’d about the Stone of Undion, 
who having got a good dore of Candles lighted with the 
holy Fire, were employ’d in dawbing pieces of Linnen 
with the Wicks of them and the melting Wax; which 
pieces of Linnen were defign’d for Winding-fheets : and 
’tis the opinion of thefe poor People, that if they can 
hut have the happinefs to be buried in a fliroud fmut- 
ted with this Celedial Fire, it will certainly fecure them 
from the Flames of Hell. 

1 

Sunday, April 4. 

This day being our Eader, we did not go abroad to 
vifit any places, the time requiring an employment of 
another nature. 

N Monday, 
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Monday, April y. 

This morning we went to fee fome more of the Curio- 
fities which had been yet unvifited by us. The hrft place 
we came to was that which they call St Peter s Prifon, 
from which he was deliver'd by the Angel, Acts 12. It is 
clofe by the Church of the holy Sepulcher, and flill ferves 
for its Primitive ufe. About the fpace of a furlong from 
thence, we came to an old Church, held to have been built 
by Helena, in the place where flood the Houfe of Zebedee. 
This is in the hands of the Greeks, who tell you, that 
Zebedee being a Fifherman was wont to bring Fifh from 
Joppa hither, and to vend it at this place. Not far from 
hence we came to the place where, they fay,ftood ancient¬ 
ly the Iron Gate, which open'd to Peter of its own accord. 
A few fteps farther, is the fmall Church built over the 
Houfe of Mark, to which the Apoftle direded his courfe, 
after his miraculous Goal-delivery. The Syrians (who 
have this place in their cuftody) pretend to drew you the 
very Window at which Rhoda look'd out, while Peter 
knock'd at the door. In the Church they fhew a Syriack 
Manufcript of the NewTeftament in Folio, pretended to 
be eight hundred and fifty two years old ; and a little 
SfpneFont ufed by the Apoftles themfelves in Baptizing. 
About one hundred and fifty paces farther in the fame 
Street, is that which they call the Houfe of StTbomas, con¬ 
verted formerly into a Church, but now a Mofque. Not 
many paces farther, is another Street eroding the former, 
which leads you on the right hand to the place, where 
they fay our Lord appear'd, after his Rcfurredion, to the 
three Marys, Matth.2.%.9. Three Marys the Friars tell you, 
tho' in that place of St Matthew mention is made but 
of two. The fame Street carries you on the left hand to 
the Armenian Convent. The Armenians have here a very 
large and delightful fpace of ground; their Convent and 
Gardens taking up all that part of Mount Sion which is 
within the Walls of the City. Their Church is built over 
the place where, they fay, St James the Brother of John 
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was beheaded, Atts 12.2. In a fmall Chapel on the North 
fide of the Church, is fhewn the very place of his Decol¬ 
lation. In this Church are two Altars fet out with extra¬ 
ordinary fplendour, being deck’d with rich Mitres, Em¬ 
broider’d Copes, Croffes both Silver and Gold, Crowns, 
Chalices, and other Church Utenfils without number. In 
the middle of the Church is a Pulpit made of Tortoife- 
fhell, and Mother of Pearl, with a beautiful Canopy, or 
Cupola over it, of the fame Fabrick. The Tortoife-fhell 
and Mother of Pearl are fo exquifitely mingled and inlaid 
in each other, that the work far exceeds the materials. In 
a kind of Anti-Chapel to this Church, there are laid up 
on one fide of an Altar, three large rough Stones, elteenVd 
very precious; as being, one of them, the Stone upon 
which Mofes call the two Tables, when he broke them 
in Indignation at the Idolatry of the Israelites; the other 
two being brought, one from the place of our Lord’s 
Baptifm, the other from that of his Transfiguration. 

Leaving this Convent, we went a little farther to ano¬ 
ther fmall Church, which was likewife in the hands of the 
Armenians. This is fuppos’d to be founded in the place 
where Annas’s Houfe ftood. Within the Church, not far 
from the door, is fhewn a hole in the Wall, denoting 
the place where one of the Officers of the high Pried 
fmote our Bleffed Saviour, John 18.22. The Officer, by 
whofe impious hand that Buffet was given, the Friars 
will have to be the fame Malchus, whofe Ear our Lord 
had heal’d. In the Court before this Chapel is an Olive 
Tree,.of which it is reported, that Chrift was chain’d 
to it for fome time by order of Annas to fecure him from 
efcaping. 

From the Houfe of Annas we were conduded out of 
Sion Gate, which is near adjoining to that which they 
call the Houfe of Cajaphas, where is another fmall Chapel 
belonging alfo to the Armenians. Here, under the Altar, 
they tell us is depofued that very Stone, which was laid to 
fecure the door of our Saviour’s Sepulcher, Mat. 27. 60. 
It was a long time kept in the Church of the Sepulcher; 

N 2 but 



200 A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. 

but the Armenians, not many years fince, dole it from 
thence by a ftratagem, and convey’d it to this place. The 
Stone is two yards and a quarter long, high one yard, 
and broad as much. It is plaifter’d all over, except in five 
or fix little places, where it is left bare to receive the im¬ 
mediate kiffes and other devotions of Pilgrims. Here is 
likewife fhewn a little Cell faid to have been our Lord’s 
Prifon, ’till the morning when he was carried from hence 
before .Pilate; and alio the place where Peter was frighted 
into a denial of his Mailer. 

A little farther, without the Gate, is the Church of the 
Coenaculum, where they fay Chrift militated his laft Sup¬ 
per. It is now a Mofque,and not to be feen by Chriftians. 
Near this is a Well, which is faid to mark out the place 
at which the Apoflles divided from each other, in order 
to go every Man to his feveral Charge; and clofe by the 
Well are the ruins of aHoufe,in which the Blefled Virgin 
is fuppos’d to have breath’d her lalt. Going Eaftward a 
little way down the Hill, we were fhewn the place where 
a Jew arrefted the Corps of the Blefled Virgin, as (lie was 
carry'd to her Interment; for which impious prefumption, 
be had his hand wither’d wherewith he had feiz’d the 
Bier. About as much lower in the middle of the Hill, 
they (hew you the Grot, in which Peter wept fo bitterly 
for his inconftancy to his Lord. 

We extended our Circuit no farther at this time; but 
enter’d the City again at Sion Gate. Turning down as 
foon as we had enter’d, on the right hand, and going about 
two furlongs clofe by the City Wall, we were had into 
a Garden, lying at the foot of Mount Moriah on the South 
fide. Here we were fhewn feveral large Vaults, an next 
to the Mountain on this fide, and running at leaf! fifty 
yards under ground. They were built in two Illes, arch'd 
at top with huge firm Stone, and fuftain’d with tali Pillars 
confifting each of one fingle Stone, and two yards in dia¬ 
meter. This might poflibly be feme under-ground work 
made to enlarge the Area of the Temple: For Jofephus 
feems to deferibe fome fuch work as this, eroded over the 

Valley 
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Valley on this fide of the Temple. Antiq. Jud. Lib. if. 
Cap. ult. 

From thefe Vaults, we return'd toward the Convent. 
In our way, we pafs'd thro' the Turkifh Bazars, and took 
a view of the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. But we could 
but juft view it in patting, it not being fife to ftay here 
long, by reafon of the fuperftition of the Turks. 

Tuefday, April 6. 

The next morning we took another progrefs about the 
City. We made our Exit at Bethlehem Gate, and turning 
down on the left hand under the Caftle of the Pifans, 
came in about a furlong and a half to that which they call 
Bathfhebas Pool. It lies at the bottom of Mount Sion, and 
is fuppos'd to be the fame in which Bathfloeba was wattl¬ 
ing her felf, when David fpied her from the Terrace of his 
Palace. But others refer this accident to another letter 
Pool in a Garden, juft within Bethlehem Gate j and per¬ 
haps both opinions are equally in the right. 

A little below this Pool, begins the Valley ofHinnom; 
on the Weft fide of which is the place call'd anciently 
the Potters Field, and afterwards the Field of Blood, from its 
being purchas'd with the pieces of Silver which were the 
Price of the Blood of Chrift: But at prefent, from that 
veneration which it has obtain'd amongft Chriftians, it 
is call'd Campo Santto. It is a fmall plat of ground, not 
above thirty yards long, and about half as much broad. 
One moiety of it is taken up by a fquare Fabrick twelve 
yards high, built for a Charnel Houfe. The Corpfes are 
let down into it from the top, there being five holes left 
open for that purpofe. Looking down thro' thefe holes 
we could fee many Bodies under feveral degrees of decay; 
from which it may be conje&ur'd, that this Grave does 
not make that quick difpatch with the Corpies committed 
to it, which is commonly reported. The Armenians have 
the command of this Burying place, for which they pay 
the Turks a Rent of one Zequin a day. The Earth is 
of a chalky fubftance hereabouts. 

A little 
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A little below the Campo Sancto, is fhewn an intricate 
Cave or Sepulcher, confiding of feveral Rooms one within 
another, in which the Apoftles are faid to have hid them- 
lelves, when they forfook their Mader, and fled. The 
entrance of the Cave difcovers figns of its having been 
adorn'd with Painting in ancient times. 

A little farther the Valley of Hinnom terminates, that 
o£ Jehofapbat running crofs the Mouth of it. Along the 
bottom of this latter Valley runs the Brook Cedron; a 
Brook in Winter-time, but without the lead drop of water 
in it all the time we were at Jerufalem. 

In the Valley of Jehofapbat, the fird thing you are car¬ 
ried to is the Well of Nebemiah; fo call'd becaufe reputed 
to be the fame place from which that Redorer of Ifrael re¬ 
cover’d the Fire of the Altar, after the Babylonifh Capti¬ 
vity, 2 Macc.i.ip. A little higher in the Valley, on the 
left hand, you come to a Tree, fuppos’d to mark out the 
place where the Evangelical Prophet was fawn afunder. 
About one hundred paces higher, on the fame fide, is the 
Pool of Siloam. It was anciently dignified with a Church 
built over it: but when we were there, a Tanner made 
no fcruple to drefs his bides in it. Going about a furlong 
farther on the fame fide, you come to the Fountain of 
the Blejfed Virgin, fo call’d, becaufe fhe was wont (as is 
reported) to relort hither for water; but at what time, 
and upon what occafions, it is not yet agreed. Over 
againft this Fountain on the other fide of the Valley, is 
a Village call’d Siloe, in which Solomon is faid to have kept 
his drange Wives; and above the Village is a Hill call’d 
the Mountain of Offence, becaufe there Solomon built the 
high places mention’d, 1 Kings 11. 7. his Wives having 
perverted his wile heart, to follow their Idolatrous Abo¬ 
minations in his declining years. On the lame fide, and 
not far didant from Siloe, they diew another Aceldama or 
Field of Blood; lo call’d, becaufe there it was that Judas, 
by the jud judgment of God, met with his compounded 
death, Matt. 27. y. Acts 1. 18, 19. A little farther on the 
fame fide of the Valley, they diew’d us feveral Jewifh 
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Monuments. Amongft the reft there are two noble Anti¬ 
quities, which they call the Sepulcher of Zachary, and the 
Pillar of Abfalom. Clofe by the latter is the Sepulcher of 
Jehofaphat, from which the whole Valley takes itsName. 

Upon the edge of the Hill, on the oppofite fide of the 
Valley, there runs along in a dired line, the Wall of the 
City. Near the corner of which, there is a fhort end of 
a Pillar jetting out of the Wall. Upon this Pillar the 
Turks have a tradition, that Mahomet /hall fit in Judgment 
at the laft day ; and that all the World fhall be gathered 
together in the Valley below, to receive their doom from 
his Mouth. A little farther Northward is the Gate of the 
Temple. It is at prefent wall'd up, becaufe the Turks 
here have a Prophecy, that their deftrudion fhall enter at 
that Gate; the completion of which predidion they en¬ 
deavour by this means to prevent. Below this Gate, in 
the bottom of the Valley, is a broad hard Stone, difcover- 
ing feveral impreftions upon it, which you may fancy to 
be Footfteps. Thefe the Friars tell you are Prints made 
by our BlelTed Saviour's Feet, when, after his Apprehen- 
fion, he was hurried violently away to the Tribunal of 
his Blood-thirfty Perfecutors. 

From hence, keeping ftill in the bottom of the Valley, 
you come in a few paces to a place, which they call the 
Sepulcher of the Blejfed Virgin. It has a magnificent de- 
fcent down into it of forty feven Stairs: On the right 
hand, as you go down, is the Sepulcher of St Anna the 
Mother, and on the left, that of St Jofeph the Husband 
of the BlefTed Virgin. 

Having finifh’d our vifit to this place, we went up the 
Hill toward the City. In the fide of the afcent, we were 
fhewn a broad Stone on which they fay St Stephen fuffer'd 
Martyrdom; and not far from it is a Grot, into which 
they tell you the outragious Jewifh Zealots caft his Body, 
when they had fatiated their fury upon him. From hence 
we went immediately to St Stephens Gate, fo call'd from 
its Vicinity to this place of the Protomartyr's fufferingj 
and fo return'd to our Lodging* 

Wednesday3 
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Wednefday, April 7. 

The next morning we fet out again, in order to fee the 
Sanctuaries, and other vifitable places upon Mount Olivet. 
We went out at St Stephens Gate, and eroding the Valley 
of Jehofaphat, began immediately to afeend the Moun¬ 
tains. Being got about two thirds of the way up, we came 
to certain Grottos cut with intricate Windings and Ca¬ 
verns under ground : Thefe are call’d the Sepulchers of 
the Prophets. A little higher up, are twelve arch’d Vaults 
underground, handing fide by fide; thefe were built in 
memory of the twelve Apoftles, who are laid to have com¬ 
pil’d their Creed in this place. Sixty paces higher, you 
come to the place where, they fay, ChriB utter’d his Pro¬ 
phecy concerning the final deftru&don oijerufalem, Mat. 
2. 4. And a little on the right hand of this, is the place 
where, they fay, he dictated a fecond time the Pater nofler 
to his difciples. Luke 11. 1, 2. Somewhat higher is the 
Cave of St Pelagia; and as much more above that, a Pillar 
fignifying the place where an Angel gave the Bleffed Vir¬ 
gin three days warning of her Death. At the top of the 
Hill, you come to the place of our Bleffed Lord’s Afcen- 
fion. Here was anciently a large Church, built in honour 
of that glorious Triumph: But all that now remains of it 
is only an oCtogonal Cupola, about eight yards in diame¬ 
ter, Banding, as they fay, over the very place, where were 
fet the JaB FootBeps of the Son of God here on Earth. 
Within the Cupola there is feen, in a hard Bone, as they 
tell you, the print of one of his Feet. Here was alfo that 
of the other Foot fometime fince; but it has been remov’d 
from hence by the Turks into the great Mofque upon 
Mount Moriah. This Chapel of the Afcenfion the Turks 
have the cuBody of, and ufe it for a Mofque. There are 
many other holy places about Jerufalem, which the Turks 
pretend to have a veneration for, equally with the Chri- 
Bians; and under that pretence they take them into their 
own hands. But whether they do this out of real de¬ 
votion, or for lucre’s lake, and to the end that they may 
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exad Money from the Chriftians for admiflion into them, 
I will not determine. 

About two furlongs from this place Northward, is the 
higheft part of Mount Olivet • and upon that was ancient¬ 
ly ereded an high Tower, in memory of that Apparition 
of the two Angels to the Apollles, after our Bleffed Lord's 
Afcenfion. Ads i. n. from which the Tower it felf 
had the Name given it of Viri GaliUi! This ancient Mo¬ 
nument remain'd 'till about two years fince, when it was 
demolifh'd by a Turk, who had bought the Field in which 
it flood: But neverthelefs you have (till, from the natu¬ 
ral height of the place, a large profped o{ Jerufalem, and 
the adjacent Country, and of the Dead Sea, &c. 

From this place, we defcended the Mount again by an¬ 
other road. At about the midway down, they (hew you 
the place where Chrifl beheld the City, and wept over it. 
Luke 19.41. Near the bottom of the Hill is a great Stone, 
upon which, you are told, the Bleffed Virgin let fall her 
Girdle after her Affumption, in order to convince St 
Thomas, who, they lay, was troubled with a fit of his old 
Incredulity upon this occalion. There is flill to be feen 
a fmall winding channel upon the Stone, which they will 
have to be the impreflion made by the Girdle when it 
fell, and to be left for the convidion of all fuch as fhall 
fufped the truth of their Story of the Affumption. 

About twenty yards lower they fhew you Gethfemane; 
an even plat of ground, not above fifty feven yards fquare, 
lying between the foot of Mount Olivet and the brook 
Cedron. It is well planted with Olive Trees, and thole 
of lo old a growth, that they are believ'd to be the fame 
that (food here in our Bleffed Saviour's time. In vertue 
of which perluafion, the Olives, and Olive Hones, and 
Oil which they produce, became an excellent commodity 
in Spain. But that thefe Trees cannot be fo ancient as is 
pretended, is evident from what fofepims tdHfies, Lib.7. 
Bell. Jud. Cap. i^. and in other places, viz,, that Titus in 
his Siege of Jerufalem, cut down all the Trees within 
about one hundred furlongs of Jerufalem , and that the 
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Souldiers were forced to fetch Wood fo far, for making 
their Mounts, when they Affaulted the Temple. 

At the upper corner of the Garden is a flat naked ledge 
of Rock, reputed to be the place on which the Apoftles, 
Peter, James, and John, fell afleep during the Agony of 
our Lord. And a few paces from hence is a Grotto, laid 
to be the place, in which Chrift underwent that bitter 
part of his Paflion. 

About eight paces from the place where the Apoftles 
flept, is a fmall hired of ground twelve yards long, and 
one broad, fuppos’d to be the very Path on which the 
Traitor Judas walk’d up to Chrift, faying, Hail Mafter, 
and kjjfed him. This narrow Path is feparated by a Wall 
out of the midft of the Garden, as a Terra damnata; a 
work the more remarkable, as being done by the Turks, 
who, as well as Chriftians* deteft the very ground on 
which was adted fuch an infamous Treachery. 

From hence we crofs’d the Brook Cedron, clofe by the 
reputed Sepulcher of the Blelfed Virgin, and entring at 
St Stephens Gate, return’d again to the Convent. 

Thurfday, April 8, 

We went to fee the Palace of Pilate, I mean the place 
where they fay it flood, for now an ordinary Turkifh 
Houle polfelfes its room. It is not far from the Gate of 
St Stephen, and borders upon the Area of the Temple on 
the North fide. From the Terrace of this Houfe you have 
a fair profped of all the place where the Temple flood ; 
indeed the only good profped, that is allow’d you of it: 
for there is no going within the borders of it, without 
forfeiting your Life, or, which is worfe, your Religion. 
A fitter place for an Auguft Building could not be found 
in the whole World than this Area. It lies upon the top 
of Mount Moriah over againft Mount Olivet, the Valley of 
Jehofaphat lying between both Mountains. It is, as far 
as I could compute by walking round it without, five 
hundred and fevcnty of my paces in length, and three 
hundred and feventy in breadth \ and one may ftill difceru 

• marks 
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marks of the great labour that it colb, to cut away the 
hard Rock, and to level fuch a fpacious Area upon fo 
ftrong a Mountain. In the middle of the Area Hands at 
prefent a Mofque of an odogonal figure, fuppos'd to be 
built upon the fame ground, where anciently Hood the 
Sanftum Sanctorum* It is neither eminent for its large- 
nefs, nor its ftrudaire ; and yet it makes a very (lately 
figure, by the foie advantage of its fituation* 

In this pretended Houle of Pilate is (hewn the Room 
in which Chrift was mock'd with the Enflgns of Royalty, 
and buffeted by the Souldiers. At the coming out of the 
Houfe is a defcent, where was anciently the Scala Sancla. 
On the other fide of the Street (which was anciently part 
of the Palace alfo) is the Room where they fay our Lord 
was fcourg'd. It was once us'd for a Stable by the Son 
of a certain Bajfa of Jerufalem : But prefently upon this 
profanation, they fay, there came fuch a mortality a- 
monglt his Horfes, as forc'd him to refign the place. By 
which means it was redeem'd from that fordid ufe: but 
neverthelefs, when we were there, it was no better than 
a Weaver's Shop. In our return from Pilate's Palace, we 
pafs'd along the Dolorous way; in which walk, we were 
fhewn in order; Firft, the place where Pilate brought oul* 

Lord forth to prefent to the People, with this myftick 
Saying, Behold the Man l Secondly, where Chrift fainted 
thrice under the weight of his Crofs: Thirdly, where 
the Bleffed Virgin fwoon'd away at lb tragical aSpedacle: 
Fourthly, where St Veronica prefented to him the Hand¬ 
kerchief to wipe his bleeding Brows: Fifthly, where the 
Souldiers compcll'd Simon the Cyrenian to bear his Crofs: 
All which places I need only to name. 

Friday, April 9, 

We went to take a view of that which they call the 
Pool of Bethefda. It is one hundred and twenty paces 
long, and forty broad, and at lead eight deep, but void 
of Water. At its Weft end it difeovers fome old Arches, 
now datnm'd up. Thefe fome will have to be the five 

O 2 Porches 
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Porches in which fate that Multitude of lame, halt, and 
blind, John y. but the mifchief is, inftead of five, there are 
but three of them. This Pool is contiguous on one fide, to 
St Stephen s Gate, on the other, to the Area of the Temple, 

From hence we went to the Convent or Nunnerv of 
j 

St Anne. The Church here is large and entire, and fo 
are part of the Lodgings; but both are defolate and 
neglected. In a Grotto under the Church is fhewn the 
place, where, they lay, the Bleffed Virgin was born. Near 
this Church they fhew the Pharifee’s Houfe, where Mary 
Magdalen exhibited thole admirable evidences of a peni¬ 
tent affection towards our Saviour; wajloing his feet with 
her tears, and wiping them with her hair, Luke 7. 38. This 
place alio has been anciently dignified with holy Build¬ 
ings, but they are now negle&ed. * 

This was our morning's work. In the afternoon we 
went to fee Mount Gihon, and the Pool of the fame Name. 
It 1 ies about two furlongs without Bethlehem Gate Weft- 
ward. It is a (lately Pool, one hundred and fix paces long, 
and fixty feven broad, and lin’d with wall and plailter; 
and was, when we w?ere there, well ftor’d with water. 

Saturday, April 10, 

We went to take our leaves of the holy Sepulcher; this 
being the laft time that it was to be open’d this Feftival. 

Upon this finifliing day, and the night following, the 
Turks allow free admittance for all People, without de¬ 
manding any fee for entrance as at other times; calling it 
a day of Charity. By this promifeuous Licence, they let in 
not only the poor, but, as I was told, the lewd and vicious 
alfo; who come hither to get convenient opportunity for 
proftitution, profaning the holy places in fuch a manner 
(as it is faid) that they were not worfe defil’d even then 
when the Heathens here celebrated their Aphrodifu. 

Sunday, April 11. 

Now began the Turks Byram, that is, the FeaO: which 
they celebrate after their Lent, call’d by them Ramadam. 

This 
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This being a time of great Libertinifm among the Rabble, 
we thought it prudent to confine our felves to our Lodg¬ 
ings for fome time, to the end that we might avoid fuch 
Infolencies as are ufual in fuch times of publick Feftivity. 
Our confinement was the lefs incommodious, becaufe 
there was hardly any thing, either within or about the 
City, which we had not already- vifited. 

Monday, April 12, Tuefday, April 13, 

We kept clofe to our Quarters, but however not in 
idlenefs; the time being now come, when we were to 
contrive and provide things in order for our departure. 
We had a bad account, from all hands, of the Country’s 
being more and more embroil’d by the Arabs: Which 
made us fomewhat unrefolv’d what way and method to 
take for our return. But during our fufpence it was told 
us, that the Mofolem was likewife upon his return to 
his Mailer, the Bajfa of Tripoli: Upon which intelli¬ 
gence we refolv’d, if poffible, to join our felves to his 
Company. 

Wednefday, April 14, 

We went with a fmall Prefent in our hands to wait 
upon the Mofolem, in order to enquire the time of his 
departure, and acquaint him with our defire to go under 
his prote&ion. He affur’d us of his fetting out the next 
morning; fo we immediately took our leaves in order 
to prepare our felves for accompanying him. 

I was willing, before our departure, to meafure the Cir¬ 
cuit of the City: So taking one of the Friars with me* 
I went out in the afternoon, in order to pace the Walls 
round. We went out at Bethlehem Gate, and proceeding 
on the right hand, came about to the fame Gate again. 
I found the whole City 4630 paces in Circumference; 
which I computed thus. 

Paces 
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Paces 
From Bethlehem Gate to the corner on the right hand 400 
From that corner to Damafcus Gate 680 
'From Damafcus Gate to Herod's 380 
From Herod's Gate to Jeremiah's Prifon 150 
From Jeremiah's Prifon to the corner next the Valley 

of Jehofaphat 22 y 
From that corner to St Stephens Gate 385* 
From St Stephen’s Gate to the Golden Gate 240 
From the Golden Gate to the corner of the Wall 380 
From that corner to the Dung Gate 470 
From the Dung Gate to Sion Gate 60 y 
From Sion Gate to the corner of the Wall 21 y 
From that corner to Bethlehem Gate 500 

In all, Paces 4630 

The redu&ion of my paces to yards, is,by calling away 
a tenth part; ten of my paces making nine yards: by 
which reckoning, the 4630 paces amount to 4167 yards, 
which make juft two miles and a half. 

4 

Thurfdaj, April iy. 

This morning our Diplomata were prefented us by the 
Father Guardian, to certify our having vilited all the 
holy places; and we prefented the Convent fifty Dollars 
a Man, as a gratuity for their trouble: Which offices 
having paft betwixt us, we took our leaves. 

We fet out together with the Mofolem,and proceeding 
in the fame Road by which we came, lodged the firft 
night at Kane Leban. But the Mololem left us here, and 
continued his Stage as far as Naplofa; lo we faw him no 
more. The Country People were now every where at 
plough in the Fields, in order to fow Cotton. 'Twas ob- 
iervable that in ploughing, they us'd Goads of an extra¬ 
ordinary fize. Upon meafuring of feveral, I found them 
about eight foot long, and at the bigger End fix inches in 
circumference. They were arm'd at the lelfer End with 
a fharp Prickle for driving the Oxen, and at the other end 

with 
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with a fmall Spade, or Paddle of Iron, ftrong and maffy, 
for cleaning the Plough from the clay that encumbers 
it in working. May we not from hence conje&ure, that 
it was with iuch a Goad as one of thefe, that Shamgar 
made that prodigious daughter related of him Judg. 
3. 31? I am confident that whoever Ihould fee one of 
thefe Inftruments, would judge it to be a Weapon not 
lefs fit, perhaps fitter, than a Sword for fuch an Execu¬ 
tion. Goads of this fort I faw always us'd hereabouts, 
and alfo in Syria: and the reafon is, becaufe the fame 
fingle Perfon both drives the Oxen, and alfo holds and 
manages the Plough * which makes it neceffary to ufe fuch 
a Goad as is above defcrib’d, to avoid the encumbrance 
of two Inftruments. 

Friday, April 16. 

Leaving Kane Leban we proceeded ftill in our former 
Road j and paffing by Naplofa and Samaria, we came to the 
Fountain Selee, and there took up our Lodging this night. 

Saturday, April 17• 

The next morning we continued on in the fame Road 
that we travelled when outward bound, 'till we came to 
Capbar Arab. At this place we left our former way, and 
inftead of turning off on the left hand to go for Acra, 
we kept our courfe ftraight forwards, refolving to crofs 
directly athwart the Plain of Efdraelon, and to vifitAfo- 
zaretb. 

Proceeding in this courfe from Capbar Araby we came 
in about half an hour to Jeneen. This is a large old Town, 
on the skirts of Efdraelon: It has in it an old Caftle, and 
two Mofques, and is the chief relidence of the Emir Cbibly. 
Here we were accofted with a Command from the Emir 
not to advance any farther,'till he fhould come in perfon, 
to receive of us his Caphars. This was very unwelcome 
News to us, who had met with a trial of his civility 
before. But however we had no remedy, and therefore 
thought it beft to comply as contentedly as we could. 

Having 
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Having been kept thus in fufpence from two in the morn¬ 
ing 'till Sun fet, we then receiv'd an order from the Prince 
to pay the Caphar to an Officer, whom he fent to receive 
it, and difmifs us. 

Having receiv'd this Licence, we made all the hafte 
we could to difpatch the Caphar, and to get clear of 
thele Arabs, But notwithftanding all our diligence, it was 
near midnight before we could finifh. After which we 
departed, and entring immediately into the Plain of Ef- 
draelon, travelled over it all night, and in {even hours 
reach'd its other fide. Here we had a very deep and 
rocky afcentj but however in half an hour we matter'd it, 
and arriv'd at Nazareth. 

Sunday, April 18. 

Nazareth is at prefent only an inconfiderabie Village, 
fituate in a kind of round concave Valley, on the top of 
an high Hill: We were entertain'd at the Convent built 
over the place of the Annunciation. At this place are, as 
it were, immur'd feven or eight Latin Fathers, who live 
a life truly mortified, being perpetually in fear of the 
Arabs, who are abfolute Lords of the Country. 

We went in the afternoon to vifit the San&uary of this 
place. The Church of Nazareth (lands in a Cave, fuppos'd 
to be the place, where the Blefied Virgin receiv'd that 
joyful mellage of the Angel, Hail thou that art highly fa¬ 
voured, Sec. Luke 1.28. It refembles the figure of a Crofs. 
That part of it that Hands for the Tree of the Crofs is 
fourteen paces long, and fix over ; and runs dire&Iy into 
the Grot, having no other Arch over it at top, but that of 
the natural Rock. The traverfe part of the Crofs is nine 
paces long,and four broad, and is built athwart the Mouth 
of the Grot. Juft at the fedtion of the Crofs are ere&ed 
two Granite Pillars, each two foot and one inch diameter, 
and about three foot diftance from cadi other. They are 
fuppos'd to (land on the very places, one,where the Angel, 
the other, where the Blefied Virgin (food at the time of 
the Annunciation. Of thele Pillars, the innermoft being 

that 
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that of the BlelTed Virgin, has been broke away by the 
Turks, in expedition of finding Treafure under it; fo 
that eighteen inches length of it is clean gone, between 
the Pillar and its Pedeftal. Nevertheless it remains ered ; 
tho’, by what art it is fuftain’d, I could not difcern. It 
touches the roof above, and is probably hang’d upon that: 
unlefs you had rather take the Friars account of it, viz. 
that it is Supported by a Miracle. 

After this we went to See the Houfe of Jofeph, being 
the Same, as they tell you, in which the Son of God liv'd 
for near thirty years, in Subjection to Man. Luke 2. yi. 
Not far diftant from hence, they fhew you the Synagogue 
where our BlefTed Lord preach’d that Sermon, Luke 4. 
by which he fo exalperated his Country-men. Both thefe 
places lie North Weft from the Convent, and were an¬ 
ciently dignified each with a handfomeChurch; but thefe 
Monuments of Queen Helena s Piety are now in ruins. 

Monday, April 19. 

This day we deftin’d for vifiting Mount Tabor, (landing 
by it Self in the Plain of Efdraelon, about two or three 
furlongs within the Plain. 

Its being Situated in Such a Separate manner has induc'd 
moft Authors to conclude, that this muft needs be that 
holy Mountain (as St Peter ftiles it, 2 Pet. 1. 18.) which 
was the place of our Blefled Lord’s Transfiguration, re¬ 
lated Mat. 17. Mark 9- There you read that Chrift took^ 
•with him Peter, James, and John, into a Mountain apart; 
from which description they infer that the Mountain 
there Spoke of can be no other than Tabor. The conclufion 
may poflibiy be true, but the argument us’d to prove it, 
teems incompetent; becaufe the term y&Y icflar or apart, 
moft likely relates to the withdrawing and retirement of 
the perfons there Spoken of, and not the Situation of the 
Mountain. 

After a very laborious afeent, which took up near an 
hour, we reach'd the higheft part of the Mountain. It has 
a plain Area at top, moft fertile and delicious, of an oval 

P figure. 
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figure, extended about one furlong in breadth, and two 
in length. This Area is enclos'd with Trees on all parts, 
except toward the South. It was anciently invironed 
with Walls, and Trenches, and other Fortifications, of 
which it exhibits many remains at this day. 

In this Area there are, in fe veral places, Citterns of good 
Water: But thofe which are mott devoutly vifited are, 
three contiguous Grottos made to reprefent the three 
Tabernacles which St Peter propos’d to eredt, in the atto- 
nittiment that pofifeft him at the Glory of the Transfigu¬ 
ration. Lord (fays he) it is good for us to be here; let us 
make three Tabernacles, one for Thee, &c. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place, an obferva- 
tion which is very obvious to all that vifit the Holy-Land; 
viz. that almoftall Palfages and Hiftories related in the 
Gofpel, are reprefented, by them that undertake to fhew 
where every thing was done, as having been done mott 
of them in Grottos; and that, even in fuch cafes where 
the condition and circumftances of the a&ions them- 
felves feem to require places of another nature. 

Thus, if you would fee the place where St Anne was 
deliver'd of the Blefifed Virgin, you are carried to a Grotto: 
If the place of the Annunciation, it is alfo a Grotto: If 
the place where the Blelfed Virgin faluted Elizabeth ; if 
that of the Baptift's, or that of our Blefled Saviour's Na¬ 
tivity ; if that of the Agony, or that of St Peter s Re¬ 
pentance, or that where the Apottles made the Creed, or 
this of theTransfiguration, all thcfe places are alfo Grot¬ 
tos. And in a word, where-ever you go, you find almoft 
every thing is reprefented as done under ground. Cer¬ 
tainly Grottos were anciently held in great efteemj or 
elfe they could never have been aflign'd, in fpight of all 
probability, for the places in which were done fo many 
various A&ions. Perhaps it was the Hermits way of 
living in Grottos, from the fifth or fixth Century down¬ 
ward, that has brought them ever fincc to be in fo great 
reputation. 

From 
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From the top of Tabor you have a profped, which, 

if nothing elfc, well rewards the labour of afcending it. 
It is impodible for Man's eyes to behold a higher grati¬ 
fication of this nature. On the North Weft you difcern 
at a diftance the Mediterranean; and all round you 
have the fpacious and beautiful Plains of Efdraelon and 
Galilee, which prefent you with the view of lo many 
places memorable for the Refort and Miracles of the Son 
of God. 

At the bottom of Tabor Weftward ftands Daberah, a 
fmall Village fuppos’d by fome to take its Name from 
Deborah, that famous Judge and Deliverer oflfrael. Near 
this Valley is the Fountain of Kijhon. 

Not many leagues diftant Eaftward you fee Mount Her- 
mm; at the foot of which is feated Nam, famous for our 
Lord’s railing the Widow’s Son there. Luke 7. 14. and 
Endor, the place where dwelt the Witch confulted by Saul. 
Turning a little Southward you have in view the high 
Mountains of Gilboah, fatal to Saul and his Sons. 

Due Eaft you difcover the Sea of Tiberias, diftant about 
one day’s Journey; and clofe by that Sea they Ihew a 
fteep Mountain, down which the Swine ran and perifh’d 
in the Waters. Mat. 8. 32. 

A few points towards the North appears that which 
they call the Mount of the Beatitudes; a fmall riling, from 
which our Blelfed Saviour deliver’d his Sermon in the 
5*, 6, 7, Chapters of St Matthew. Not far from this little 
Hill is the City Saphet, fuppos’d to be the ancient Be- 
thulia. It ftands upon a very eminent and confpicuous 
Mountain, and is feen far and near. May we not fup- 
pofe that Chrift alludes to this City in thofe words of his 
Sermon, Mat. 5. 14. A City fet on a hill cannot be hidf 
A conje&ure which feems the more probable, becaufe our 
Lord, in feveral places, affeds to illuftrate his difcourfe 
by comparifons, taken from objeds that were then pre¬ 
fent before the eyes of his Auditors. As when he bids 
them behold the fowls of the air, chap. 6. 16. and the lilies 
of the field, ibid. v. 28. 

P 2 From 
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From Mount Tabor you have likewife the light of a place 
which they will tell you was Doth aim, where jfofepb was 
fold by his Brethren 3 and of the Field where our Blefied 
Saviour fed the Multitude with a few Loaves and fewer 
Fifties. But whether it was the place where he divided 
the live Loaves and two Fifties amongft the five thou- 
find, Mat 14. 16. &c. or the feven Loaves amongft the 
four thouland, Mat. 1 y. 32. I left them to agree among 
themleives. 

Having receiv'd great fatisfadbion in the light of this 
Mountain, we return'd to the Convent the fame way that 
we came. After dinner we made another Imall exetirfion, 
in order to lee that which they call the Mountain of the 
Precipitation ; that is, the brow of the Hill from which 
the Nazarites would have thrown down our Blelled Sa¬ 
viour, being incens'd at his Sermon preach'd to them, 
Luke 4. This Precipice is at ieaft half a league diftant 
from Nazareth Southward. In going to it you crofs, firft 
over the Vale in which Nazareth Hands; and then, going 
down two or three furlongs in a narrow cleft between the 
Rocks, you there clamber up a ftiort, but difficult way 
on the right hand; at the top of which you find a great 
Stone Handing on the brink of a Precipice, which is laid 
to be the very place where our Lord was deftin'd to be 
thrown down by his enraged Neighbours, had he not 
made a miraculous efcape out of their hands. There are 
in the Stone feveral little holes, refembling the prints of 
fingers thruft into it. Thele, if the Friars fay truth, are 
the imprclTes of Chrift's fingers, made in the hard Stone, 
while he refilled the violence that was offer’d to him. At 
this place are leen two or three Ciftcrns for faving Water, 
and a few ruins; which is all that now remains of a Re¬ 
ligious building founded here by the Emprefs Helena. 

Tuefdaj, April 20. 

The next morning we took our leaves of Nazareth, 
prelcnting the Guardian five a-piece, for his trouble and 
charge in entertaining us. We directed our courle for 

Acra 3 
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Acra; in order to which, going at firft Northward, we 
crofs’d the Hills that encompafs’d the Vale of Nazareth 
on that fide. After which we turn'd to the Weftward, and 
pafs’d in view of Cana of Galilee > the place fignaliz’d 
with the beginning of Chrift’s Miracles. John 2.11. In an 
hour and a half more we came to Sepharia; a place reve¬ 
renc’d for being the reputed habitation of Joachim and 
Anna, the Parents of the BlefTed Virgin. It had once the 
Name of Diocefaria, and was a place in good repute : but 
at prefent it is reduced to a poor Village, fliewing only 
here and there a few ruins, to teftify its ancient better 
condition. On the Weft fide of the Town ftands good 
part of a large Church, built on the fame place where, 
they fay, flood the Houfe of Joachim and Anna; it is fifty 
paces long, and in breadth proportionable. 

At Sepharia begins the delicious Plain of Zahnlon. We 
were an hour and a half in crofting it; and, in an hour 
and a half more, palled by a defolate Village on the right 
hand, by Name Satyra. In half an hour more we en¬ 
ter’d the Plains of Acra, and in one hour and a half more 
arriv’d at that place. Our Stage this day was fomewhat 
lefs than feven hours: It lay about Weft and by North, 
and thro’ 4 Country very delightful, and fertile beyond 
imagination. 

Wednefday, April 21. 

At Acra we were very courteoufly treated by the French 
Conful and Merchant, as we had been when outward 
bound. Having ftaid only one night, we took our leaves; 
and returning by the fame way of the Coaft that I have 
defcrib’d before, came the firft night to our old Lodgings 
at Solomon s Cifterns, and the fecond to Sidon. 

Thurfday, April 22. 

Three hours diftant from Sidon, we were carry’d by 
the French Conful to fee a place, which we had palled 
Ty unregarded in our Journey outward; tho’it very well 
deferves a Traveller’s Obfervation. 

At 
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At about the diflance of a Mile from the Sea, there run s 
along a high rocky Mountain; in the fide of which are 
hewn a multitude of Grots, all very little differing from 
each other. They have entrances of about two foot lquare. 
On the infide you find, in moft, or all of them, a Room 
of about four yards fquare; On the one fide of which is 
the door, on the other three, are as many little Cells, ele¬ 
vated about two foot above the floor. Here are of thefe 
fubterraneous Caverns (as I was inform'd by thofe who 
had counted them) two hundred in number. They go by 
the Name of the Grots of-1 he great doubt con¬ 
cerning them is, whether they were made for the dead or 
the living. That which makes me doubt of this is, be- 
caufe tho' all the ancient Sepulchers in this Country very 
much refemble thefe Grottos; yet they have fomething 
peculiar in them, which intices one to believe they might 
be defign'd for the reception of the living: For feveral of 
the Cells within were of a figure not fit for having Corpfes 
depofited in them; being fome a yard lquare, lome more, 
and fome lefs; and Teeming to be made for family ufes. 
Over the door of every Cell, there was a channel cut to 
convey the Water away, that it might not annoy the 
Rooms within. And becaufe the Cells were cut above each 
other, fome higher, fome lower, in the fide of the Rock, 
here were convenient Stairs cut for the eafier communica¬ 
tion betwixt the upper and nether Regions. At the bottom 
of the Rock were alfo feveral old Citterns for floring up 
Water. From all which arguments it may, with probabi¬ 
lity at leaf, be concluded, that thefe places were contriv'd 
for the ufe of the living, and not of the dead. But what 
fort of People they may be that inhabited this fubterra¬ 
neous City, or how long ago they liv'd, I am not able to 
refolve. True it is, Strabo defcribes the habitations of 
the Troglodyte to have been fomewhat of this kind. 

Friday, slpril 23. 

We continued this day at Sidon, being treated by our 
Friends of the French Nation with great generofity. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday, April 24. 

This morning we took our leaves of the worthy French 
Con fill, and the reft of our other Friends of that Nation, 
in order to go for Damafcus. 

Damafcus lies near due Eaft from Sidon: It is ufually 
efteem'd three days Journey diftant, the Road lying over 
the Mountain Libanus and Anti-Libanus. 

Having gone about half an hour thro' the Olive yards 
of Sidon, we came to the foot of Mount Libanus. In 
two hours and a half more we came to a fmall Village 
called Caphar Milki. Thus far our alcent was eafy; but 
now it began to grow more ft£ep and difficult: In which 
having labour'd one hour and one third more, we then 
came to a frefh Fountain called Ambus Leewhere we 
encamp'd for this night. Our whole Stage was four hours 
and one third Our Courfe Eaft. 

Sunday, April 2$. 

The next day we continued afcending for three good 
hours, and then arriv'd at the higheft ridge of the Moun¬ 
tain, where the Snow lay clofe by the Road. We began 
immediately todefcend again on theotherfide; andin two 
hours came to a fmall Village called Me fog ar ah, where 
there guffies out, at once, from the fide of the Mountain, 
a plentiful Stream, which falling down into a Valley be¬ 
low, makes a fine Brook, and after a current of about 
two leagues, lofes it felf in a River called Letane. 

At Mefhgarah there is a * Caphar demanded by the 
Drufes, who are the PofTeflfors of thefe Mountains. We 
were for a little while perplex'd by the exceflive demand 
made upon us by the Caphar-men; but finding us obfti- 
nate, they defifted. 

Having gone one hour beyond Mcjhgarah, we got clear 
of the Mountain, and enrer'd into a Valley called Bocat. 
This Bocat feems to be the fame with Bicath Aven, men¬ 
tion'd Amos 1. together with Eden and Damafcus-, for 

* Half per Frank, quarter per Servant, 

there 
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there is very near it, in Mount Lib anus, a place call’d Eden 
to this day. It might alfo have the Name of Avert, that 
is Vanity, given it from the Idolatrous Worlhip of Ba'aly 
pra&ifed at Balbeck^or Heliopolis, which is fituate in this 
Valley. The Valley is about two hours over, and in length 
extends leveral days Journey, lying near North Eaft, and 
South Weft. It is enclofed on both fides with two pa¬ 
rallel Mountains, exactly refembling each other; the one 
that which we lately pafs’d over between this and Sidon} 
the other oppolite againft it towards Damafcus. The for¬ 
mer I take to be the true Lib anus, the latter Anti-Liba- 
nus; which two Mountains are no where fo well diftin- 
guifh’d as at this Valley.’ 

In the bottom of the Valley there runs a large River, 
called Letane. It lifes about two days Journey North¬ 
ward, not far from Balbecks* and keeping its courfe all 
down the Valley, falls at laft into the River Cafimir, or 
(as it is erroneouHy called) Eleutberus. 

Thus far our courfe had been due Eaft; but here we 
inclin’d fome points toward the North. Crofting oblique¬ 
ly over the Valley, we came in half an hour to a Bridge 
over the River Letane. It conftfts of five ftone Arches, 
and is called Kor Aren, from a Village at a little diftance, 
of the fame Name. At this Bridge we crofs’d the River, 
and having travell’d about an hour and a half on its bank, 
pitch’d our Tents there for this night. Our whole Stage 
was eight hours. 

Monday, April 26, 

The next morning we continued our oblique courfe 
over the Valley Bocat. In an hour we pafs’d clofe by 
a fmall Village call’d JibJeneen, and in three quarters of 
an hour more, came to the foot of the Mountain Anti- 
Lib anus. Here we had an eaiy afeent, and in half an hour 
pafs’d by, on our right hand, a Village call’d ZJz.zi. In 
three quarters of an hour more we arriv’d at Apt a, a Vil¬ 
lage of Chriftians of the Greek Communion. At this laft 
place the Road began to grow very rocky and trouble- 
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fome; in which having travelfd an hour, we arriv’d at 
a fmall Rivulet call’d Ayn Tentloe. Here we enter’d into 
a narrow cleft between two rocky Mountains, parting 
thro* which we arriv’d in four hours at Demafs, gently 
defcending all the way. At Demafs a fmall * Caphar is 
demanded; which being difpatch’d, we put forward again, 
but had not gone above an hour and a half, when it grew 
dark, and we were forc’d to flop at a very inhofpitable 
place, but the bell we could find; affording no grafs for 
our Horfcs, nor any water, but juft enough to breed Frogs, 
by which we were ferenaded aft night. 

Tuefday, April 27. 

Early the next morning we deferted this uncomfortable 
Lodging, and in about an hour arriv’d at the River Bar- 
rady; our road ftill defcending. This is the River that 
waters Damafcus, and enriches it with all its plenty and 
pleafure. It is not fo much as twenty yards over; but 
comes pouring down from the Mountains with great ra¬ 
pidity, and with fo vaft a Body of Water, that it abun¬ 
dantly fupplies all the thirfty Gardens, and the City of 
Damafcus. 

We crofted Barrady at a new Bridge over it, called 
Dttmmar. On the other fide our road afcended, and in 
half an hour brought us to the brink of a high Precipice, 
at the bottom of which the River runs; the Mountain 
being here cleft afunder to give it admiflion into the 
Plain below. 

At the higheft part of the Precipice is eredted a fmall 
Stru&ure, like a Sheck’s Sepulcher, concerning which the 
Turks relate this Story : That their Prophet, coming near 
Damafcus, took his Station at that place for fome time, 
in order to view the City; and confidering the ravifhing 
beauty and defightfulnefs of it, he would not tempt his 
frailty by entringinto it; but inftantly departed,with this 
reflection upon it, that there was but one Paradife defign’d 

* A quarter per Head, 
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for Man, and for his part he was refolv'd not to take His 
in this World. 

You have indeed, from the Precipice, the molt perfed 
profped of Damajcus. And certainly no place in the 
World can promile the Beholder, at a diftance, greater 
voluptuoufnefs. It is fituate in an even Plain of lo great 
extent, that you can but juft difeern the Mountains that 
compafs it on the farther fide. It ftands on the Weft fide 
of the Plain, at not above two miles diftance from the 
place where the River Barrady breaks out from between 
the Mountains; its Gardens extending almoft to the very 

City it felf is of a long ftreight figure; its ends 
pointing near North Eaft and South Weft. It is very {len¬ 
der in the middle, but fwells bigger at each end,efpecially 
at that to the North Eaft. In its length, as far as I could 
guefs by my eye, it may extend near two miles. It is thick 
fet with Mofques and Steeples, the ufual ornaments of 
the Turkifh Cities; and is encompafs'd with Gardens, 
extending no lefs, according to common eftimation, than 
thirty miles round; which makes it look like a noble City 
in a vaft Wood. The Gardens are thick let with Fruit 
Trees of all kinds, kept fre/h and verdant by the Waters 
of Barrady. You difeover in them many Turrets, and 
Steeples,and Summer-Houfes, frequently peeping out from 
amongft the green Boughs, which may be conceiv'd to add 
no fmall advantage and beauty to the Profped. On the 
North fide of this vaft Wood is a place call'd Solhees^here 
are the moft beautiful Summer-Houfcs and Gardens. 

The greateft part of this pleafantnefs and fertility pro¬ 
ceeds, as I faid, from the Waters of Barrady, which Sup¬ 
ply both the Gardens and City in great abundance. This 
River, as foon as it iiTues out from between the cleft of 
the Mountain before mention'd, into the Plain, is imme¬ 
diately divided into three Streams, of which the middle- 
moft and biggeft runs diredtly to Damafcus, thro' a large 
open Field call'd the Agcr Damafcenus, and is diftributed 
to all the Cifterns and Fountains of the City. The other 

twe 
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two (which I take to be the work of Art) are drawn round, 
one to the right hand, and the other to the left, on the 
borders of the Gardens, into which they are let as they 
pafs, by little Currents, and fo difpers'd all over the valt 
Wood : Infomuch that there is not a Garden, but has 
a fine quick Stream running thro'it; which ferves not 
only for watering the place, but is alfo improv'd into 
Fountains and other Water-works, very delightful, tho’ 
not contriv'd with that variety of exquifite Art which is 
ufed in Chriftendom. 

Barrady being thus defcrib3d,is almofl: wholly drunk up 
by the City and Gardens. What lmall part of it efcapes 
is united, as I was inform'd, in one Channel again, on 
the South Eaft fide of the City; and after about three 
or four hours courfe, finally lofes it felf in a Bog there, 
without ever arriving at the Sea. 

The Greeks, and from them the Romans, call this 
river Chryforrhoas. But as for Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damafcus, mention'd 2 Kings 12. I could find no me¬ 
mory, fo much as of the Names remaining. They muft 
doubdefs have been only two Branches of the river Bar- 
rady; and one of them was probably the fame Stream that 
now runs through the Ager Damafcenm, diredly to the 
City, which feems by its Terpentine way to be a natural 
Channel: the other I know not well where to find; but 
it's no wonder, feeing they may, and do turn and alter 
the courfes of this river, according to their own conve¬ 
nience and pleafure. 

We continued a good while upon the Precipice, to take 
a view of the City; and indeed it is a hard matter to leave 
a Station which prefents you fo charming a Landskip. It * 
exhibits the Paradife below as a mod fair and delegable 
place, and yet will hardly fuffer you to ftir away, to go 
to it: thus at once inviting you to the City, by the plea¬ 
fure which it feems to promife, and detaining you from 
it by the beauty of the Profped. 

Coming down the Hill into the Plain, we were there 
met by a Janizary from the Convent, fent to condud us 

Qja into 
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into the City. He did not think fit to carry us in at the 
Weft Gate, (which was neareft at hand) and To all acrofs 
the City, to the Latin Convent where we were to lodge; 
for fear the Damafcens, who are a very bigotted and in- 
folent Race, fliould be offended at fo great a number of 
Franks as we were: To avoid which danger, he led us 
round about the Gardens, before we arriv'd at the Gate. 
The Garden Walls are of a very lingular Structure. They 
are built of great pieces of Earth, made in the fafhion of 
Brick, and hardn'd in the Sun. In their dimenfions they 
are two yards long each, and fomewhat more than one 
broad, and half a yard thick. Two rows of thefe placed 
edge ways, one upon another, make a cheap, expeditious, 
and, in this dry Country, a durable Wall. 

In palling between the Gardens, we alio oblerv'd their 
method of Icouring the Channels. They put a great bough 
of a Tree in the Water, and fallen to it a Yoke of Oxen: 
Upon the bough there (its a good weighty Fellow, to 
prefs it down to the bottom, and to drive the Oxen : In 
this equipage the bough is dragged all along the Channel, 
and ferves at once both to cleanle the bottom, and alfo 
to mud and fatten the Water for the greater benefit of 
the Gardens. 

Entring at the Eaft Gate, we went immediately to the 
Convent, and were very courteoufly receiv'd by the Guar¬ 
dian, Father Raphael, a Majork'me by birth j and a Perfon 
who tho’ he has dedicated himlelf to the contemplative 
Life, is yet not unfit for any affairs of the adtive. 

Wcdncfdaj, April 28. 

This morning we walk'd out to take a view of the City. 
The firft place we went to vifit, was the Houfe of an emi¬ 
nent Turk. The Streets here are narrow, as is ulna! in 
hot Countries, and the Houles are all built, on the out- 
fid e, of no better a material than either Sun-burnt Brick, 
or Flemifh Wall, daub'd over in as courfe a manner as 
can be fcen in the vileft Cottages. From this dirty way 
of building, they have this atnongft other inconveniences. 
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that upon any violent Rain, the whole City becomes, by 
the wafting of the Houles, as it were a Quagmire. 

It may be wonder’d what ftould induce the People to 
build in this bafe manner, when they have, in the adjacent 
Mountains, fuch plenty of good Stone for nobler Fabricks. 
I can give no reafon for it, unlefs this may pafs for fuch ; 
that thole who firft planted here, finding lb delicious a fi- 
tuation, were in hafte to come to the enjoyment of it; and 
therefore nimbly fet up thofe extemporary Habitations, 
being unwilling to defer their pleafure fo long, as whilft 
they might erebt more magnificent Structures: which pri¬ 
mitive example their Succelfors have follow’d ever fince. 

But however, in thefe mud Walls you find the Gates 
and Doors adorn’d with Marble Portals, carv’d and in¬ 
laid with great beauty and variety. It is an objeCfc not 
a little furprizing, to fee Mud and Marble, State and 
Sordidnefs fo mingled together. 

In the infide, the Houfes difcover a very different Face 
from what you fee without. Here you find generally a 
large fquare Court, beautified with variety of fragrant 
Trees, and Marble Fountains, and compafs’d round with 
fplendid Apartments and Duans. The Duans are floor’d 
and adorn’d on the fides, with variety of Marble mixt in 
Mofaick Knots and Mazes. The Cielings and Traves are, 
after the Turkifh manner, richly Painted and Guilded. 
They have generally Artificial Fountains fpringing up 
before them in Marble Bafons; and, as for Carpets and 
Cufhions, are furnift’d out to the height of Luxury. Of 
thefe Duans they have generally feveral on all fides of the 
Court, being plac’d at fuch different points, that at one 
or other of them, you may always have either the Shade 
or the Sun, which you pleafe. 

Such as I have defcrib’d was theHoufe we went to fee; 
and I was told the reft refemble the fame defcription. 

In the next place we went to fee the Church of St 
John Bapttfi, now converted into a Mofque, and held too 
facred for Chriftians to enter, or almoft to look into. 
However we had three ftort views of it, looking in at 

three 
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three feveral Gates. Its Gates are vaftly large, and cover'd 
with Brafs, ftampt all over with Arab Charaders, and in 
feveral places with the figure of a Chalice, fuppos’d to be 
the ancient Enfign or Arms of the Mamalukes. On the 
North fide of the Church is a fpacious Court, which I 
could not conjedure to be lels than one hundred and fifty 
yards long, and eighty or one hundred broad. The Court 
is pav’d all over, and enclos’d on the South fide by the 
Church, on the other three fides by a double Cloifter, 
fupported by two rows of Granite Pillars of the Corin¬ 
thian Order, exceeding lofty and beautiful. 

On the South fide the Church joins to the Bazars, and 
there we had an opportunity juft to peep into it. It is 
within fpacious and lofty, built with three Ides, betw een 
which are rows of poli/h’d Pillars of a furprizing beauty 5 
unlefs perhaps we were tempted to overvalue what was 
fo fparingly permitted to our Survey. 

In this Church are kept the Head of St John, and fome 
other Relicks efteem’d fo holy, that it is death even for 
a Turk to prefume to go into the Room, where they are 
kept. We were told here by a Turk of good faftiion, that 
Chrift was to defcend into this Mofque at the day of Judg¬ 
ment, as Mahomet was to do into that of Jerufalem: but 
the ground and reafon of this tradition, I could not learn. 

From the Church we went to the Caftle, which ftands 
about two furlongs diftant, towards the Weft. It is a good 
Building of the ruftick manner; in length it is three hun¬ 
dred and forty paces, and in breadth fomewhat lefs. We 
were admitted but juft: within the Gate, where we faw 
ftore of ancient Arms and Armour, the Spoils of the 
Chriftians in former times. Amongft the Artillery was an 
old Roman Balifta; but this was a place not long to be 
gaz'd upon by fuch as we wTere. At the Eaft end of the 
Caftle there hangs down in the middle of the Wall a fhort 
Chain cut in Stone $ of what ufe I know not, unlels to 
boaft the Skill of the Artificer. 

Leaving this place we went to view the Bazars, which 
we found crowded with People, but deftitutc of any thing 
elfe worth obferving. j’hurfday, 
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Thurfdajj April 2?. 

Very early this morning we went to fee the yearly great 
Pomp of the Hadgees fetting out on their Pilgrimage to 
Mecca; Oftan, Bafia of Tripoli, being appointed their 
Emir or Conductor for this year. For our better fecurity 
from the infolencies of the over zealous votaries, we hired 
a Shop in one of the Bazars thro' which they were to pafs. 

Jn this famous Cavalcade there came firft forty fix 
Dellees, that is. Religious Madmen, carrying each a filk 
Streamer, mixt either of red and green, or of yellow and 
green; After thele came three Troops of Segmen, an Or¬ 
der of Souldiers amongft the Turks; and next to them, 
fome Troops of Spahees, another. Order of Souldiery* 
Thefe were follow'd by eight Companies of Mugrubines 
(fo the Turks call theBarbarofes)on foot: Thefe were Fel¬ 
lows of a very formidable afpedt, and were defign'd to be 
left in a Garrifon maintain’d by the Turks fome where 
in the Defart of Arabia, and reliev'd every year with frefh 
Men. In the midfl: of the Mugrubines, there pafs'd fixfmall 
pieces of Ordnance. In the next place came on foot the 
Souldiers of the Caltle of Damafcits, fantaftically Arm'd 
with Coats of Mail, Gauntlets, and other pieces of old 
Armour. Thefe were follow'd by two troops of janizaries, 
and their Aga, all mounted. Next were brought the Baf- 
fa's two Horfe Tails, ufher'd by his Aga of the Court; 
and next after the Tails follow'd fix led Horfes, all of 
excellent fhape, and nobly furnilh'd. Over the Saddle 
there was a Girt upon each led Horfe, and a large Silver 
Target guilded with Gold. 

After thefe Horfes came the Mahmal. This is a large 
Pavilion of black Silk, pitch'd upon the back of a very 
great Camel, and fpreading its Curtains all round about 
the Beaft down to the Ground. The Pavilion is adorn'd 
at top with a Gold Ball, and with Gold Fringes round 
about. The Camel that carries it wants not alfo his Orna¬ 
ments of large Ropes of Beads, Fi/h-fhells, Fox-tails, and 
9ther fuch fantaftical finery hang'd upon his Head, Neck, 
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and Legs. All this is defign’d for the State of the Alcoran, 
which is placed with great reverence under the Pavilion, 
where it rides in State both to and from Mecca. The 
Alcoran is accompanied with a rich new Carpet, which 
the Grand Signieur (ends every year for the covering of 
Mahomet’s Tomb, having the old one brought back in 
return for it, which is efteem’d of an ineftimable value, 
after having been lb long next Neighbour to the Pro¬ 
phet’s rotten Bones. The Bead, which carries this facred 
Load, has the privilege to be exempted from all other 
Burdens ever after. 

After theMahmal, came another Troop, and with them 
the Baffa himfelf; and laft of all, twenty loaded Camels, 
with which the Train ended, having been three quarters 
of an hour in palling. 

Having obferv’d what we could of this Shew, (which 
perhaps was never feen by Franks before) we went to 
view lome other Curiofities. The firft place we came to 
was the Ager Da?nafcenusy a long beautiful Meadow, juft 
without the City, on the Weft fide. It is divided in the 
middle by that branch of the river Barrady which fup- 
plies the City • and is taken notice of, becaufe of a Tra¬ 
dition current here, that Adam was made of the Earth 
of this Field. 

Adjoining to the Ager Damafcenus is a large Hofpital: 
It has within it a plealant fquare Court, enclos’d on the 
South fide by a ftately Mofque, and on its other Tides with 
Cloifters, and Lodgings of no contemptible Stru&ure. 

Returning from hence homeward, we were fhewn by 
the way a very beautiful Bagnio; and not far from it a 
Coffee-houfe capable of entertaining four or five hun¬ 
dred People,fhaded over head with Trees, and with Matts 
when the Boughs fail. It had two Quarters for the re¬ 
ception of Guefts j one proper for the Summer, the other 
for the Winter. That defign’d for the Summer was a 
fmall Ifland, wafh’d all round with a large fwift Stream, 
and (haded over head with Matts and Trees. We found 
here a Multitude of Turks upon the Duans, regaling 

them- 
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themfelves in this pleafant place; there being nothing 
which they behold with fo much delight as Greens and 
Water: to which if a beautiful Face be added, they have 
a Proverb, that all three together make a perfed Anti¬ 
dote againft Melancholy. 

In the afternoon, we went to vifit the Houfe which, 
they fay, was fometime the Houfe o{Ananias, the Re- 
ftorer of fight to St Paul. Ads 9.17. The place fhewti 
for it is (according to the old Rule) a fmall Grotto or 
Cellar, affording nothing remarkable, but only that there 
are in it a Chriltian Altar, and a Turkifh praying place, 
feated nearer to each other than well agrees with the 
nature of fuch places. 

Our next Walk was out of the Eaft Gate, in order to 
fee the place (they lay) of St Paul's Vifion, and what 
elfe is obfervable on that fide. The place of the Vifion 
is about half a Mile diifant from the City, Eaftward ; 
It is clofe by the way fide, and has no Building to diftin- 
guifh it, nor do I believe it ever had : Only there is a 
fmall Rock or heap of Gravel which ferves to point out 
the place. 

About two furlongs nearer the City, is a fmall Timber 
Strudure refembling the Cage of a Country Burrough. 
Within it is an Altar ereded : there, you are told, the 
holy Apoftle relied for fome time in his way to this City, 
after his Vifion. Ads 9. 8. 

Being return'd to the City, we were fhewn the Gate 
at which St Paul was let down in a Basket. Ads 9. 25% 
This Gate is at prefent wall'd up, by reafon of its vici¬ 
nity to the Eall Gate, which renders it of little ufe. 

Entring again into the City, we went to fee the great 
Patriarch reliding in this City. He was a Perfon of about 
forty years of Age. The place of his refidence was mean, 
and his Perfon and Converfe promis'd not any thing ex¬ 
traordinary. He told me there were more than one thou- 
fand two hundred Souls of the Greek Communion in 
that City, 

R 



i jo A Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalcm, 

Friday, April 30. 

The next day we went to vifit the Gardens, and to 
fpend a day there. The place where we difpos'd of our 
felves was about a mile out of Town. It afforded us a 
very pleafant Summer-houfe, having a plentiful Stream 
of Water running thro'it. The Garden was thick fet with 
Fruit Trees, but without any Art or Order. Such as this, 
are all the Gardens hereabouts; only with this odds, that 
fome of them have their Summer-houfes more fplendid 
than others, and their Waters improv'd into greater va¬ 
riety of Fountains. 

In viliting thefe Gardens, Franks are oblig'd either to 
walk on foot, or elfe to ride upon Alfes; the infolence 
of the Turks not allowing them to mount on Horfeback. 
To ferve them upon thefe occasions, here are hackney 
Alfes always Handing ready equipp'd for hire. When you 
are mounted, the Mailer of the Afs follows his Beall to 
the place whither you are difpos'd to go; goading him 
up behind with a lharp pointed Stick, which makes him 
difpatch his Stage with great Expedition. It is apt fome- 
times to give a little difgult to the generous Traveller, 
to be forc’d to fubmit to fuch marks of fcorn; but there 
is no remedy: and if the Traveller will take my advice, 
his bell way will be to mount his Afs contentedly, and to 
turn the Affront into a motive of Recreation, as we did. 
Having fpent the day in the Garden, we return'd in the 
evening to the Convent. 

Saturday, May 1. 

The next day we fpent at another Garden, not far di- 
flant from the former; but far exceeding it in the beauty 
of its Summer-houfe, and the variety of its Fountains. 

Sunday, May 2, 

We went, as many of us as were difpos'd, to Sydonaiia, 
a Greek Convent about four hours dillant from Damascus, 
IQ the Northward, or North by Baft: The Road, except¬ 

ing 
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ing only two deep a (cents, is very good. In this Stage 
we pafs'd by two Villages, the firft call'd Tall, the fecond 
Meneen. At a good diftance on the right hand is a very 
high Hill, reported to be the fame on which Cain and 
Abel offer'd their Sacrifices; and where al/o the former 
flew his Brother, letting the firft example of Blood*Hied 
to the World. 

Sydonaiia is fitnated at the farther fide of a large Vale 
on the top of a Rock. The Rock is cut with Steps all up, 
without which it would be inacceflible. It is fenced all 
round at the top with a ftrong Wall, which enclofes the 
Convent. It is a place of very mean Structure, and con¬ 
tains nothing in it extraordinary, but only the Wine 
made here, which is indeed rnoft excellent. This place 
was at firft Founded and Endow'd by the Emperor Jufti- 
nian. It is at prefent polleft by twenty Greek Monks, 
and forty Nuns, who fieem to live promifeuoufly toge¬ 
ther, without any order or reparation. 

Here are upon this Rock, and within a little compafs 
round about it, no lefs than fixteen Churches or Orato¬ 
ries, Dedicated to feveral Names. The firft, to St John; 
fecond, to St Paul; third, to St Thomas; fourth, to St Ba¬ 
by l as ; fifth, to St Barbara', fixth, to St Chrifiopher; fie- 
venth, to St Jofeph; eighth, to St Lazarus', ninth, to the 
Bleffed Virgin; tenth, to St Demetrius; eleventh, to St 
Saba ; twelfth, to St Peter ; thirteenth, to St George ; 
fourteenth, to All Saints', fifteenth, to the Afcenfion; fix- 
teenth, to the Transfiguration of our Lord: From all which, 
we may well conclude, this place was held anciently in 
no fmall repute for San&ity. Many of thefie Churches 
I actually vifited; but found them fo ruin'd and defolate, 
that I had not courage to go to all. 

In the Chapel, made ufe of by the Convent for their 
daily Services, they pretend to /hew a great Miracle done 
here fome years fince j of which take this Account, as I 
receiv'd it from them. 

They had once in the Church a little Pi&ure of the 
Bleffed Virgin, very much referred to by Supplicants, and 
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famous for the many Cures and Bledings granted in re¬ 
turn to their Prayers. It happen’d that a certain Sacri¬ 
legious Rogue took an opportunity to deal away this 
Miraculous Pidure: But he had not kept it long in his 
cuftody, when he found it metamorphofed into a real 
Body of Flefh. Being (truck with wonder and remorfe 
at fo prodigious an event, he carried back the prize to 
its true Owners, confefling and imploring forgivenefs for 
his crime. The Monks having recover’d fo great a jewel, 
and being willing to prevent lhch another di(after for the 
future, thought fit to depofite it in a fmall Chell of Stone; 
and placing it in a little Cavity in the Wall behind the 
high Altar, Ext an Iron Grate before it, in order to fecure 
it from any fraudulent attempts for the future. Upon 
the Grates there are hang’d abundance of little toys and 
trinkets, being the offerings of many Votaries in return 
for the fuccefs given to their Prayers at this Shrine. Un¬ 
der the fame Cheft, in which the Incarnate Picture was 
depofited, they always place a (mall Silver Bafon, in or¬ 
der to receive the diftiliarion of an holy Oil, which, they 
pretend, iffues out from the enclos’d Image, and does 
wonderful Cures in many Diftempers, efpecially thofc 
afxeding the Eyes. 

■ On the Ea(t fide of the Rock is an ancient Sepulcher 
hollow’d in the firm Stone. The Room is about eight 
yards fquare, and contains in its (ides (as I remember) 
twelve Chcfts for Corpfcs. Over the entrance there are 
carv’d fix Statues as big as the Life, (landing in three 
Niches, two in each Nich. At the Pedeftals of the Sta¬ 
tues may be obferv’d a few Greek words, which, as far 
as I was able to difcern them in their prefcnt oblcuritv, 
are as follows. 

ETorci#-- 
lOYA^APTe 

til I A I POC KAI 

npeirKT ttnh 

I[OT]A/f 4>I[AI 

nj niKoc 

[K]AI AOMNC1NA 

r r nh 

iota ^ahmh 

TPIOC KA[I A[PI] 

AANH rr[NH] 

itantac enoior[N] 

Under the fzrft. Under the fecond. Under the third Nich. 

A Gen- 
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A Gentleman in our Company, and my felf have reafon • 
to remember this place, for an efcape we had in it. A 
drunken Janizary, pafting under the Window where we 
were, chanc’d to have a drop of Wine thrown out upon 
his Veft. Upon which innocent provocation, he prefent- 
ed his Piftol at us in at the Window : Had it gone off, 
it mu ft have been fatal to one or both of us, who fate 
next the place. But it pleas’d God to reftrain his fury. 
This evening we return’d again to Damafcus. 

Monday, May 3. 

This morning we went to fee the Street call’d Straight. 
Acts 9. 11. It is about half a mile in length, running 
from Eaft to Weft thro’the City. It being narrow, and 
the Houfes jutting out in feveral places on both tides, 
you cannot have a clear profped of its length and 
ftraightnefs. In this Street is ftiewn the Houle of Juda$y 
with whom St. Paul lodged ; and in the fame Houfe is 
an old Tomb, fa id to be Ananias's : but how he ftiould 
come to be buried here, they could not tell us, nor could 
we guefs; his own Houfe being (hewn us in another place. 
However the Turks have a reverence for this Tomb, and 
maintain a Lamp always burning over it. 

In the afternoon, having prelented the Convent with 
ten per Man for our kind reception, we took our leaves 
of Damafcus, and ftiap’d our courfe for Tripoli; defigning 
in the way to fee Balbeckj and the Cedars of Libanus. In 
order to this, we return’d the fame way by which we came; 
and crofting the river Barrady again at the Bridge of 
Dummar, came to a Village of the fame Name a little 
farther, and there lodg’d this night. We travell’d this 
afternoon three hours. 

Tuefday, May 4. 

This morning we left our old Road, and took another 
more Northerly. In an hour and a half we came to a 
lmall Village call’d Sinie y juft by which is an ancient 
Strudure on the top of an high Hill, fuppos’d to be the 

Tomb 
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Tomb of Abel, and to have given the adjacent Country in 
old times the Name of Abilene. The Fratricide alio is 
faid by fome to have been committed in this place. The 
Tomb is thirty yards long; and yet it is here believ'd 
to have been but juft proportion'd to the Stature of Him 
who was buried in it. Here we enter'd into a narrow Gut, 
between two fteep rocky Mountains, the river Barrady 
running at the bottom; On the other fide of the river 
were feveral tall Pillars, which excited our Curiofity to 
go and take a nearer view of them. We found them part 
of the front of fome ancient and very magnificent Edi¬ 
fice, but of what kind we could not conjecture. 

We continued upon the Banks of Barrady, and came in 
three hours to a Village call'd Maday; and in two hours 
more to a Fountain call’d Ayn ilHawra, where we lodg’d. 
Our whole Stage was fomewhat lefs than feven hours, our 
Courfe near North Weft. 

Wednefday, May y. 

This morning we pafs'd by the Fountain of Barrady y 
and came in an hour and two thirds to a Village call’d 
Surgawich. At this place, we left the narrow Valley, in 
which we had travelled ever fince the morning before, 
and afcended the Mountain on the left Hand. Having 
fpent in crofting it two hours, we arrived a fecond time 
in the Valley ofBocat, here fteering Northerly direddy 
up the Valley, we arrived in three hours at B alb eelOur 
Stage this day was near leven hours, and our Courfe near 
about Weft. 

At Balbeck_ we pitch’d at a place lefs than half a mile 
diftant from the Town, Eaftward, near a plentiful and 
delicious Fountain, which grows immediately into a 
Brook; and running down to Balbeck, adds no fmall 
pleafure and convenience to the place. 

In the afternoon we walked out to fee the City. But 
we thought fit, before we enter’d, to get Licenfe of the 
Governour, and to proceed with all caution. Being taught 
this necelfary care by the example of fome worthy Englifh 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of our Factory; who vifiting this place in the 
year 1689, in their return from Jerufalem, and fufpeding 
no mifehief, were bafely intrigu'd by the People here,and 
forc'd to redeem their Lives at a great Sum of Money. 

Balbeck^is fuppos'd to be the ancient Heliopolis, or City 
of the Sun; for that the word imports. Its prefent Arab, 
which is perhaps its moft ancient Name, inclines to the 
fame importance. For Baal, tho' it imports all Idols in 
general, of whatfoever Sex or Condition ; yet it is very 
often appropriated to the Sun, the Sovereign Idol of this 
Country. 
' The City enjoys a moft delightful and commodious 
fituation, on the Eaft fide of the Valley of Bocat. It is of 
a fquare figure, compafs’d with a tolerable good Wall, in 
which are Towers all round at equal diftances. It extends, 
as far as I could guefs by the eye, about two furlongs on 
a fide. Its Houfes within are all of the meaneft Strudure, 
fuch as are ufually leen in Turkifh Villages. 

At the South Weft fide of the City is a noble Ruin, 
being the only Curiofity for which this place is wont to 
be vifited. It was anciently a Heathen Temple; together 
with fome other Edifices belonging to it, all truly Magni¬ 
ficent: But in latter times thefe ancient Strudures have 
been patch'd and piec'd up with feveral other Buildings, 
converting the whole into a Caftle, under which Name 
it goes at this day. The adjeditious Buildings are of 
no mean Architedure, but yet eafily diftinguifhable from 
what is more ancient. 

Coming near thefe Ruins, the firft thing you meet with 
is a little round Pile of Building, all of Marble. It is 
encircled with Columns of the Corinthian Order, very 
beautiful, which fupport aCornifh that runs all round the 
Strudure of no ordinary ftate and beauty. This part of it 
that remains, is at prefent in a very tottering condition, 
but yet the Greeks ufe it for a Church : and 'twere well 
if the danger of its falling, which perpetually threatens, 
would excite thofe People to ufe a little more fervour in 
their Prayers, than they generally do; the Greeks being 

feem- 
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feemingly the moil undevout and negligent at their Di¬ 
vine Service, of any fort of People in the Chridian World. 

From this Ruin you come to a large firm pile of Build¬ 
ing, which tho’ very lofty, and compos’d or huge fquare 
Stones, yet, I take to be part of the adje&itious work; 
for one fees in the infide fome fragments of Images in the 
Walls and Stones, with Roman Letters upon them, fet 
the wrong way. In one Stone we found graven div is. 
and in another Line, mo sc. Thro’this pile you pafs 
in a (lately arch’d Walk or Portico, one hundred and fifty 
paces long, which leads you to the Temple. 

The Temple is an oblong fquare, in breadth thirty two 
yards, and in length fixty four, of which eighteen were 
taken up by the or Anti-Temple; which is now 
tumbled down, the Pillars being broke that fullain’d it. 
The Body of the Temple, which now (lands, is encom- 
paflfed with a noble Portico, fupported by Pillars of the 
Corinthian Order, meafuring fix foot and three inches in 
diameter, and about forty five foot in height, confiding 
all of three Stones a piece. The didance of the Pillars 
from each other, and from the Wall of the Temple, is 
nine foot. Of thefe Pillars there are fourteen on each 
fide of the Temple, and eight at the end, counting the 
corner Pillars in both numbers. 

On the Capitals of the Pillars there runs all round a 
datqly Architrave, and Cornifh rarely carv’d. The Por¬ 
tico is cover’d with large Stones hollow’d Arch-wile, ex¬ 
tending between the Columns and the Wall of the Tem¬ 
ple. In the Center of each done is carv’d the figure of 
lome one or other of the Heathen Gods, or GoddefiTes, or 
Heroes. I remember amongd the red a Ganymede, and 
the Eagle flying away with him, (o lively done, that it ex¬ 
cellently reprefented the fenfe of that Verfe in Martial, 

IlUfum timidis unguibus botfit onus. 

The Gate of the Temple is twenty one foot wide; but 
how high, could not be mealur’d, it being in part fill’d up 
with rubbifti. It is molded and beautified all round with 

exquifite 
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exquifite Sculpture. On the nethermoft fide of the Portal 
is carv’d a Fame, hovering over the head as you enter, 
and extending its Wings two thirds of the breadth of the 
Gate 5 and on each fide of the Eagle is defcrib’d a Fame 
likewife upon the Wing. The Eagle carries in its Pounces 
a Caduceus, and in his Beak the Strings or Ribbons com¬ 
ing from the ends of two Feftoons; whole other ends are 
held and fupported on each fide by the two Fames. The 
whole feem’d to be a piece of admirable Sculpture. 

The meafure of the Temple within, is forty yards in 
length, and twenty in breadth. In its Walls all round are 
two rows of Pilafters, one above the other; and between 
the Pilafters are Niches, which feem to have been defigtfd 
for the reception of Idols. Of thefe Pilafters there are 
eight in a row, on each fide; and of the Niches, nine. 

About eight yards diftance from the upper end of the 
Temple, ftands part of two fine channell a Pillars; which 
feem to have made a partition in that place, and to have 
fupported a Canopy over the Throne of the chief Idol, 
whole Station appears to have been in a large Nich at this 
end. On that part of the partition which remains, are 
to be feen Carvings in Relievo reprefenting Neptune, 
Tritons, Fillies, Sea-Gods, Arion and his Dolphin, and 
other Marin.e Figures. The covering of the whole Fa- 
brick is totally broken down, but yet this I muft fay of 
the whole, as it now ftands, that it ftrikes the Mind with 
an Air of Greatnels beyond any thing that I ever faw be¬ 
fore, and is an eminent proof of the Magnificence of the 
ancient Architecture. 

About fifty yards diftant from the Temple, is a row 
of Corinthian Pillars, very great and lofty; with a molt 
(lately Architrave and Cornilh at top. This fpeaks it felf. 
to have been part of fome very Auguft Pile, but what one 
now fees of it, is but juft enough to give a regret that 
there Ihould be no more of it remaining. 

Here is another Curiolity of this place, which a Man 
had need be well allur'd of his Credit before he ventures 
to relate, left he Ihould be thought to (train the privilege 

S' of 
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of a Traveller too far. That which I mean is a large 
piece of the old Wall, or ri6ei£oA©s which encompafs'd 
all thefe Strudures laft defcrib’d. A Wall made of fuch 
monftrous great Stones, that the Natives hereabouts (as 
it is ufual in things of this ftrange Nature) afcribe it to 
the Architedure of the Devil* Three of the Stones, which 
were larger than the reft, we took the pains to meafure, 
and found them to extend fixty one yards in length; one 
twenty one, the other two each twenty yards. In deep- 
nefs they were four yards each, and in breadth of the 
fame dimenfion. Thefe three Stones lay in one and the 
lame row, end to end. The reft of the Wall was made 
alfo of great Stones, but none, I think, fo great as thefe. 
That which added to the wonder was, that thefe Stones 
were lifted up into the Wall, more than twenty foot from 
the ground. 

In the fide of a fmall afcent, on the Eaft part of the 
Town, ftood an old fingle Column, of theTufcan Or¬ 
der, about eighteen or nineteen yards high, and one 
yard and a half in diameter: It had a Channel cut in 
its fide from the bottom to the top; from whence we 
judg’d it might have been ereded for the fake of railing 
Water. 

At our return to our Tents, we were a little perplex’d 
by the Servants of the Moiolem, about our Caphar. We 
were contented at laft to judge it at ten per Frank, and 
five per Servant, rather than we would engage in a long 
difpute at fuch a place as this. 

Near the place where we were lodged was an old 
Mofque, and (as I (aid before) a fine Fountain. This 
latter had been anciently beautified with fome handfome 
Stone-work round it, which was now almoft ruined; 
however it afforded us this imperfed Infcription. 

T0lN 
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TGONxei|ie peicoN n^iONetoicne toc nm n 
BAeneiN asacokgn coppecTexAi ngon 
XPYCONIIAPACXCHCCOCIBIOC T6 MGFAC 
YACOPTeNYN-PGCTinHrAION nOAY 
EYXAIC © eOAOTQYTOY OCIOY EHICKOXIOYl 

Tburfdajj May 6. 

Early this morning we departed from Balbeek, direcl- 
ing our Comic ftraight acrofs the Valley. As we pafs'd by 
the Walls of the City, we obferv'd many Stones Infcrib’d 
with Roman Letters and Names; blit all confus'd, and 
Lome placed upiide down: which demonltrates that the 
Materials of the Walls were the Ruins of the ancient 
City. v 

In one place we found thefe Letters rmiptitvepr, 

in others thefe vari—, in another neris, in others 
lvc 1 l— and severi and celnae and firmij 

all which ferve only to denote the refort which the Ro* 
mans had to this place in ancient times. 

In one hour we pafs'd by a Village call'd Te-ad ; and 
in an hour more went to fee an old Monumental Pillar, 
a little on the right hand of the Road. It was nineteen 
yards high, and five foot in diameter, of the Corinthian 
Order. It had a Table for an Infcription on its North 
fide, but the Letters are now perfe&ly eras'd. In one 
hour more we reach'd the other fide of the Valley, at 
the foot of Mount Anti-Libanus. 

We immediately afeended the Mountain, and in two 
hours came to a large Cavity between the Hills, at the 
bottom of which was a Lake call'd by its old Greek Name, 
Lhnone. It is about three furlongs over, and derives its 
Waters from the melting of the Snow. By this Lake our 
Guid es would have had us ftaid all night 5 alluring us 
that if we went higher up in the Mountains, wc fhould be 
forc'd to lie amongft the Snow: but we ventur'd that, 
preferring a cold Lodging before an unwholfome one. 

S 2 Having 
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Having afcended one hour, we arriv’d at the Snow; and 
proceeding amongft it for one hour and a half more, we 
then chofe out as warm a place as we could find in fo 
high a Region; and there we lodg’d this night upon the 
very top of Lib anus. Our whole Stage this day was feven 
hours and a half. 

Libanus is in this part free from Rocks, and only riles 
and falls with fmall, eafy unevenneffes, for feveral hours 
riding j but is perfectly barren and defolate. The ground, 
where not conceal’d by the Snow, appear’d to be cover’d 
with a fort of white Slates thin and imooth. The chief 
benefit it lerves for, is, that by its exceeding height, it 
proves a confervatory for abundance of Snow, which, 
thawing in the heat of Summer, affords fupplies of Wa¬ 
ter to the Rivers and Fountains in the Valleys below. 
We faw, in the Snow, prints of the Feet of feveral wild 
Beafts, which are the (ole Proprietors of thefe upper parts 
of the Mountains. 

Friday, May 7. 

The next morning we went four hours almoft perpe¬ 
tually upon deep Snow; which, being frozen, bore us 
and our Horles: and then defeending for about one hour, 
came to a Fountain call’d, from the Name of an adja¬ 
cent Village, Ayn il Hadsde. By this time we were got 
into a milder and better Region. 

Here was the place, where we were to ftrike out of the 
way, in order to go to Qanobine and the Cedars. And 
fome of us went upon this defign, whilft the reft chofe 
rather to go directly for Tripoli, to which we had not now 
above four hours. We took with us a Guide, who pre¬ 
tended to be well acquainted with the way to Qanobine \ 
but he prov’d an ignorant Director: and after he had led 
us about for feveral hours in intricate and untrodden 
Mazes amongft the Mountains, finding him perfedly at 
alofs , we were forc’d to forfake our intended vifit for the 
prefent, and to fteer diredly for Tripoli; where we arriv’d 
late at night, and were again entertain’d by our worthy 
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Friends, Mr Con fill Hafiings -and Mr Fijher, with their 
wonted friend/hip and generofity. 

Saturday, May 8. 

In the afternoon Mr Confiul Hafilngs carry ?d us to lee 
the Caitle of Tripoli. It is pleafantly fituate on a Hill, 
commanding the City; but has neither Arms, nor Am¬ 
munition in it, and ferves rather for a Prifbn than a Gar- 
rifon. There was fhut up in it at this time a poor Chri- 
ftian Prifoner, call'd Sheck^Eunice, a Maronite. He was 
one that had formerly renounc'd his Faith, and liv'd for 
many years in the Mahometan Religion : but in his de¬ 
clining Age, he both retraced his Apollacy, and died to 
attone for it; for he was impal'd by order of the BajGTa 
two days after we left Tripoli. This punifhment of im¬ 
paling is commonly executed amonglt the Turks for crimes 
of the higheO; degree; and is certainly one of the greatell 
indignities and barbarities that can be offered to human 
Nature. The execution is done in this manner. They 
take a Poll of about the bignefs of a Man's Leg, and eight 
or nine foot long, and make it very (harp at one end. 
This they lay upon the back of the Criminal, and force 
him to carry it to the place of Execution: imitating here¬ 
in the old Roman Cultom, of compelling Malefactors to 
bear their Crols. Being arriv'd at the fatal place, they 
thru!! in the Stake at the Fundament of the Perlbn, who 
is the milerable SubjeCt of this doom; and then taking 
him by the Legs draw on his Body upon it, 'till the point 
of the Stake appears at his Shoulders. After this they ereCt 
the Stake, and fallen it in a hole dug in the ground. The 
Criminal fitting in this pollute upon it, remains not only 
Hill alive, but alfo drinks, fmoakes, and talks, as one per¬ 
fectly fenfible; and thus fome have continued for twenty 
four hours. But generally, after the tortur'd Wretch has 
remain'd in this deplorable and ignominious polture an 
hour or two, fome one of the Standers by is permitted 
to give him a gracious flab to the Heart; fo putting an 
end to his unexpreflible mifery. 

Sunday, ' 
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Sunday, May 9. 

Defpairing of any other opportunity, I made another 
attempt this day to fee the Cedars and Canobine. Having 
gone for three hours acrofs the Plain of Tripoli, I arriv'd 
at the foot of Libamts; and from thence continually af- 
cending, not without great fatigue, came in four hours 
and a half to a fmall Village call'd Eden, and in two hours 
and a half more to the Cedars. 

Thefe noble Trees grow amongft the Snow near the 
higheft part of Lebanon ; and are remarkable, as well for 
their own age and largenefs, as for thofe frequent allu- 
fions made to them in the Word of God. Here are fome 
of them very old, and of a prodigious bulk ; and others 
younger of a fmaller lize. Of the former I could reckon 
up only fixteen; and the latter are very numerous. I mea- 
fured one of the large!!:, and found it twelve yards fix 
inches in girt, and yet found ; and thirty feven yards in 
the fpread of its boughs. At about five or fix yards from 
the ground, it was divided into five Limbs, each of which 
was equal to a great Tree. 

After about half an hour fpent in furveying this place, 
the Clouds began to thicken, and to fly along upon the 
ground; which fo obfcur'd the road, that my Guide was 
very much at a lofs to find our way back again. We ram¬ 
bled about for feven hours thus bewilder'd, which gave 
me no fmall fear of being forc'd to fpend one night more 
at Libamts. But at laft, after a long exercife of pains and 
patience, we arriv'd at the way that goes down to Cano¬ 
bine-, where I arriv'd by that time it was dark, and found 
a kind reception, anfwerable to the great need I had of 
it after fo long a fatigue. 

Canobine is a Convent of the Maronites, and the Seat 
of the Patriarch, who is at prefent F. Stephanas Edenenfis, 
a Perfon of great learning and humanity. It is a very 
mean Stru6lure, but its fituation is admirably adapted for 
retirement and Devotion: for there is a very deep rupture 
in the fide of Libanus, running at leaf! feven hours travel 
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diredtly up into the Mountain. It is on both fides ex¬ 
ceeding fteep and high, cloath’d with fragrant Greens from 
top to bottom, and every where refrefh’d with Fountains, 
falling down from the Rocks in pleafant Cafcades; the 
ingenious work of Nature. Thefe Streams, all uniting 
at the bottom, make a full and rapid Torrent, whofe 
agreeable murmuring is heard all over the place, and adds 
no (mail pleafure to it. Canobine is feated on the North 
fide of thisChafm, on the fteep of the Mountain, at about 
the midway between the top and the bottom. It ftands at 
the mouth of a great Cave, having a few fmall Rooms 
fronting outward, that enjoy the light of the Sun ; the 
reft are all under ground. It had for its Founder the Em- 
perour Theodofius the Great, and tho* it has been feve- 
ral times rebuilt, yet the Patriarch affur’d me, the Church 
was of the Primitive Foundation. But whoever built it, 
it is a rriean Fabrick, and no great Credit to its Founder. 
It ftands in the Grot, but, fronting outwards, receives a 
little light from that fide. In the fame fide there were 
alfohang’d in the Wall two fmall Bells, to call the Monks 
to their Devotions: a privilege allow’d no where elfe in 
this Country; nor would they be fuffer’d here, but that 
the Turks are far enough off from the hearing of them. 

The Valley of Canobine was anciently (as it well de- 
ferves) very much reforted to for religious retirement. 
You fee here ftill Hermitages, Cells, Monafteries, almoft: 
without number. There is not any little part of Rock, 
that jets out upon the fide of the Mountain, but you gene¬ 
rally fee fome little Stru&ureupon it, for the reception of 
Monks and Hermits; tho’ few or none of them are now 
Inhabited. 

Monday, May io. 

After Dinner I took my leave of the Patriarch, and 
return’d to Tripoli. I fteer’d my Courfe down by a nar¬ 
row oblique Path, cut in the fide of the rupture, and found ^ 
it three hours before I got clear of the Mountain, and 
three more afterwards before I came to Tripoli. 

Tuefdaj, 
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Tuefday, May it. 

This day we took our leaves of our worthy Tripoli 
Friends, in order to return for Aleppo. We had fome 
debate with our felves, whether wefhould take the fame 
way by which we came, when outward bound, or a new 
one by Emijfa Hempfe and Hamal. But we had notice 
of lome difturbances upon this latter road ; fo we con¬ 
tented our felves to return by the fame way we came: 
for having had enough by this time both of the pleaiure, 
and of the fatigue of travelling, we were willing to put 
an end to both, the neareft and fpeedieft way. All that 
occurr’d to us new in thefe days Travel, was, a particular 
way us'd by the Country People in gathering their Corn; 
it being now Harveft time. They pluck’d it up by hand- 
fulls from the roots; leaving the moft fruitful Fields as 
naked as if nothing had ever grown on them. This was 
their pra&ice in all places of the Eaft that I have feen: 
and the reafon is, that they may lofe none of their Straw, 
which is generally very fhort, and neceftfary for the fufte- 
nance of their Cattle; no Hay being here made. I men¬ 
tion this, becaufe it feems to give light to that expref- 
fion oi the Pfalmift, Pf. 129. 6. which withereth before it be 
plucked tip; where there feems to be a manifeft aliufion to 
this Cuftom. Our new Tranilation renders this place o- 
therwife: but in fo doing it differs from moft, or all other 
Copies; and here we may truly fay, the old is the better. 
There is indeed mention of a Mower in the next Verfe; 
but then it is luch a Mower as fills not his hand; which con¬ 
firms, rather than weakens, the preceding Interpretation. 

Returning therefore by our former Stages, without any 
notable alteration or occurrence, we came in eight days 
to the Honey Kane: at which place we found many of 
our Aleppine Friends, who having heard of our drawing 
homeward were come to meet us, and welcome us home. 
Having dined together, and congratulated each other 
upon our happy reunion, we went onward the fame even¬ 
ing to Aleppo. 

Thus 
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Thus, by God’s infinite mercy and protection, we were 
reftor’d all in fafety to our refpe&ive Habitations. And 
here, before I conclude, I cannot but take notice of one 
thing more, which I fiiould earneftly recommend to the 
devout and grateful remembrance of every Perfbn engag’d 
in this Pilgrimage : viz.* that amongfi: lo great a Com¬ 
pany as we were, amidft iuch a multiplicity of dangers 
and cafualties, luch variety of Food, Airs and Lodgings, 
(very often none of the belt) there was no one of us 
that came to any ill accident throughout our whole Tra¬ 
vels; and only one that fell Sick by the confequences of 
the Journey, after our return. Which I efteem thelefs 
diminution to fo fingular a mercy, in regard that amongft 
fo many of my dear Friends and Fellow Travellers, it 
fell to my own fiiare to be the Sufferer, 

FINIS. 

T Sines 
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Since the Booh was 'Printed off, the two 
following Letters, relating to the 
fame Subject, were communicated 

. by the Reverend Mr Osborn Fellow 
0/Exeter College; to whom they were 
fent by the Author, in Hnjwer to 
fome Maeft ions propos'd by Him. 

SIR, I Received yours of June 27. 1698. and re¬ 
turn’d you an Anfwer to it in brief, about 
three Months fince; promifing tofupply what 
was then wanting, at fome other opportu¬ 

nity : which promife I fliall now make good. You 
defired an Account of the Turks^ and of our way 
of living amongft them. As to the former, it 
would fill a Volume to write my whole thoughts 
about them. I fliall only tell you at prefent, 
that I think they are very far from agreeing 
with that Character which is given of them in 
Chriftendom; efpecially for their exadt Juftice, 
Veracity, and other moral Virtues: upon account 
of which, I have fometimes heard them men¬ 
tion’d with very extravagant Commendations; 
as tho’ they far exceeded Chriftian Nations. But 
I mutt profefs my felf of another Opinion: For 
the Chriftian Religion, how much foever we live 
below the true Spirit and Excellency of it, muft 

Hill 
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ftill be allow’d to difcover fo much Power upon 
the minds of it’s Profdlors, as to raife them far 
above the level of'a Turkijh Virtue. ’Tis a Maxim 
that I have often heard from our Merchants, 
that a Turk will always cheat when he can find 
an opportunity. Friendfhip, Generofity, and 
Wit (in the Englijb Notion) and delightful Con- 
verfe, and all the Qualities of a refin’d and in¬ 
genuous Spirit, are perfect Strangers to their 
Minds; tho’ in Traffick and Worldly Negotia¬ 
tions, they are acute enough : and are able to 
carry the Accounts of a large Commerce in their 
Heads, without the help of Books, by a natural 
Arithmetick, improv’d by Cuftom and Neceffity. 
Their Religion is fram’d to keep up great out¬ 
ward Gravity and Solemnity, without begetting 
the lead good tindture of Wifdom or Virtue in 
the Mind. You fliall have ’em at their hours of 
Prayer (which are four a day always) addrefling 
themfelves to their Devotions with the mod fo- 
lemn and critical Wafhings, always in the mod 
publick places, where mod People are palling; 
with mod lowly and mod regular Prodrations, 
and a hollow Tone; which are amongd them 
the great Excellencies of Prayer. I have feen 
’em in an affected Charity, give Money to Bird- 
catchers (who make a Trade of it) to redore 
the poor Captives to their natural Liberty; and 
at the fame time hold their own Slaves in the 
heavied Bondage. And at other times they’ll 
buv Flefh to relieve indigent Dogs and Cats; 
and yet curfe you with Famine and Pedilence, 
and all the mod hideous Execrations; in which 

T 2 way 
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way thefeEaftern Nations have certainly the moft 
exquifite Rhetorick of any People upon Earth. 
They know hardly any Pleafure but that of the 
fixth Senfe. And yet with all this, they are in¬ 
credibly conceited of their own Religion ; and 
contemptuous of that of others: which I take 
to be the great Artifice of the Devil, in order to 
keep them his own. They are a perfect vifible 
Comment upon our BlefTed Lord’s Defcription 
of the JemJh Pharifiees. In a word, Luft, Arro¬ 
gance, Covetoufnefs, and the moft exquifite Hy- 
pocrify compleat their Character. The only thing 
that ever I could obferve to commend in them 
is, the outward Decency of their Carriage, the 
profound Refpedt they pay to Religion and to 
every thing relating to it, and their great Tem¬ 
perance and Frugality. The dearnefs of any thing 
is no motive in Turky, tho’ it be in England, to 
bring it into Fafhion. 

As for our living amongft them, it is with all 
poftible quiet and fafety: And that’s all we de¬ 
fire, their Converfation being not in the lead en¬ 
tertaining. Our Delights are among our felves: 
and here being more than forty of Us, we ne¬ 
ver want a moft Friendly and Pleafant Conver¬ 
fation. Our way of Life refembles, in fome 
meafure, the Academical. We live in feparate 
Squares, fhut up every night after the manner 
of Colleges. We begin the day conftantly, as 
You do, with Prayers; and have our fet times 
for Bufinefs, Meals and Recreations. In the Win¬ 
ter we Hunt in the moft delightful Campaign 
twice a week; and in the Summer go as often to 

divert 
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divert Our felves under our Tents, with Bowl¬ 
ing, and other Exercifes. So that you fee we 
want not Divertifenients 5 and thefe all Inno¬ 
cent and Manly. In fhort, ’tis my real Opinion, 
that there is not a Society out of England, that 
for all good and defireable Qualities, may be 
compar’d to this. But enough of this Confufion* 
which I would have fhorten’d, and put in better 
order, if I had had time. 

March 10. itfpf. 
, 1 



An Account ofGehaziV Dijlemper; And of a No¬ 

tion entertain d in the Greek Church, concerning 
3 O 

theBodies of per fans dying under Excommunication, 

si K, 
S for your Queftions about Geba\is Polte- 

±x rity, and the Greek Excommunications, I 
have little to anfwer; but yet I hope enough to 
give You and your Friend fatisfaCtion. When I 
was in the Holy Land, I faw feveral that labour’d 
under Gebays Diftemper; but none that could 
pretend to derive his Pedigree from that Perfon. 
Some of them were poor enough to be his Rela¬ 
tions: particularly at Sichem (now Naplofa) there 
were no lefs than ten (the fame number that was 
cleans’d by our Saviour not far from the fame 
place) that came a begging to Us at one time. 
Their manner is to come with (mail Buckets 
in their hands, to receive the Alms of the Cha¬ 
ritable; their touch being (till held infectious, 
or at lead unclean. The Diftemper, as I faw 
it in them, was very different from what I have 
feen it in England: for it not only defiles the 
whole furface of the Body with a foul Scurf ; 
but alfo deforms the Joints of the Body; parti¬ 
cularly thofe of the Wrifts and Ancles; making 
them fwell with a Gouty fcrofulous Subftance, 
very loathfome to look upon. I thought their 
Legs refembled thofe of old batter’d Horfes, 
fuch as are often feen in Drays in England. The 
whole Diftemper indeed, as it there appear’d, was 
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fo noifome, that it might well pafs for the utmoft 
Corruption of the Human Body on this fide the 
Grave. And certainly the infpired Pen-men could 
not have found out a fitter Emblem, whereby to 
exprefs the uncleannefs and odioufnefs of Vice. 
But to return to Gebaqi: ’Tis no wonder if the 
defeent from him be by time obfeur’d; feeing 
the beft of the Jews, at this time of day, are at 
a lofs to make out their Genealogies. But be- 
fides, I fee no neceffity in Scripture for his Line’s 
being perpetuated. The term (for Ever) is, you 
know, often taken in a limited fenfe in Holy- 
writ: of' which the defoliation of Phineass Fa- 
mily to the Priefthood, Numb. zy. 13. may ferve 
for an Inftance. His Pofterity was, you know, 
cut entirely oft from the Priefthood, and that 
transferr’d to Eli (who was one of another Line) 
about 300 years after. 

I have enquired of a Greek Prieft, a Man not 
deftitute either of Senfe or Probity, about your 
other Queftion. He pofitively affirmed it, and 
produced an Inftance of his own Knowledge in 
Confirmation of it. He faid, that about ly years 
ago, a certain Greek departed this Life without 
Abfolution ; being under the guilt of a Crime, 
which involv'd him in the fentence of Excommu¬ 
nication, but unknown to the Church. He had 
Chriftian Burial given him; and about 10 years 
after, a Son of his dying, they had occafion to 
open the ground near where his Body was laid, 
in order to bury his Son by him. By which 
means they difeoverd his Body as entire, as when 
it was firft laid in the Grave. The Shrowd was 

rotted 
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rotted away, and the Body naked and black, but 
perfectly found. Report of this being brought 
to the Bifliop, he immediately fufpeded the caufe 
of it j and fent feveral Priefts (of whom the Re¬ 
lator was one) to pray for the Soul of the de¬ 
parted, and to abfolve him at his Grave. Which 
they had no fooner done, but (as the Relator 
goes on) the Body inftantly diflolv’d and fell into 
Duft like flack’d Lime. And fo (well fatisfied with 
the Effed of their Abfolution) they departed. 
This was delivered to me verbo Sacerdotis. The 
Man had hard fortune not to dye in the Rornifh 
Communion ; for then his Body being found 
fo entire would have entitled him to Saindhip. 
For the Romanifts, as I have both heard and 
feen, are wont to find out and maintain the Re¬ 
licks of Saints by this token. And the fame fign, 
which proves an Anathema'Maranatha amongft the 
Greeks, demonftrates a Saint amongft thePapifts: 
perhaps both equally in the,right. 

April 12.1700. 
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Aleppo to the River Euphrates, the 
City Beer, and to Mesopotamia. WE fet out from Aleppo, April 17th 1699. 

and (leering Eafl North Eaft:, fomewhat 
lefs, we came in three hours and a half 

Tuefdaj, April 18, 

We came in three hours and a half to Bezay, pafiing 
by Bab, where is a good Aquedud * Djn il Daab, to 
which you defcend by about thirty Steps ,* and Lediff 
a pleafant Village. Our Cpurfe thus far was Eaft and by 
North. In the Afternoon w7e advanced three hours fur¬ 
ther, Courfe North Eail, to an old ruin'd place, former¬ 
ly of fome Conftderation, call'd Acamj: It is fituated in 
the Wildernefs on a Hill encompaifed by a Valley; It 
was large, and had the footfteps of fome Symmetry, good 
Walls and Buildings. 

Wednefdaj, April 19, 

We went Eaft and by North, and in four hours arriv’d 
at Bambych. This Place has no remnants of its Ancient 

* The Diftrid of Danl/> 
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Greatnefs but its Walls, which may be traced all round, 
and cannot be lefs than three miles in compafs. Several 
fragments of them remain on the Baft Side, especially at 
the Eaft Gate; and another piece of eighty yards long, 
with Towers of large fquare ftone extreamly well built. 
On the North Side I found a Stone with the Bufts of a 
Man and Woman, large as the life; and under, two Eagles 
carv'd on it. Not far from it, on the fide of a large Well, 
was fixed a Stone with three Figures carved on it, in 
Baffo Relievo. They were two Sirens, which twining 
their fifhy Tails together, made a Seat, on which was 
placed fitting a naked Woman, her Arms and the Sirens 
on each fide mutually entwined. 

On the Weft Side is a deep Pit of about a ioo yards dia¬ 
meter. It was low, and had no Water in it, and feem'd 
to have had great Buildings all round it; with the Pillars 
and Ruins of which, it is now in part filled up; but not 
fo much, but that there was ftill Water in it. Here are 
a multitude of Subterraneous Aquedudts brought to this 
City; the People atteftcd no fewer than fifty. You can 
ride no where about the City, without feeing them. We 
pitched by one, about a quarter of a mile Eaft of the City, 
which yields a fine Stream ; and emptying it felf into a 
Valley, waters it, and makes it extreamly fruitful. Here 
perhaps were the Paftures of the Beafts defign'd for Sa¬ 
crifices. Here are now only a few poor Inhabitants, tho* 
anciently all the North Side was well inhabited by Sara¬ 
cens ; as may be feen by the remains of a noble Molque 
and a Bagnio a little without the Walls. We were here 
vifited by a Company of Begdelies, who were incamped 
loine hours further towards Euphrates, having about 1000 
Horfe there. 

Thursday, April 20, 
t 

For avoiding the Begdelies, we hired a Guide, who con¬ 
duced us a by-way. We travelled North North Eaft, 
over a defert Ground ; and came in three hours to a fmall 
Rivulet called Sejour, which falls into the Euphrates 

about 
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about three hours below Jembolus. In about two hours 
more we came to a tine fruitful Plain covered with ex¬ 
traordinary Corn, lying between the Hills and the River 
Euphrates. In about an hour and half's travelling thro" 
this Plain on the banks of the River, we came to Jera- 
bolus. This place is of a femicircular figure, its flat fide 
lying on the banks of Euphrates; on that fide it has a 
high long Mount, clofe by the water, very deep. It was 
anciently built upon (and at one end of it, 1 law frag¬ 
ments of) very large Pillars, a yard and half diameter, 
and Capitals and Cornifhes well carved. At the foot of 
the Mount was carved on a large done a Bead refem- 
bling a Lion, with a bridle in his Mouth; and I be¬ 
lieve anciently a Perfon fitting on it: but the done is 
in that part now broke away ; the Tail of the Bead was 
Couped. 

Round about this place are high banks cad up, and 
there are the footdeps of walls on them. The gates feem 
to have been well built: the whole was 22^0 paces, that 
is yards, in circumference. The River is here as large as 
the Thames at London; a long bullet-gun could not fhoot 
a ball over it, but it dropt into the water. Here is found 
a large Serpent which has legs and claws, called WoraUa. 
I was told by a Turk, that a little below this place, when 
the River is low, may be feen the Ruins of a Stone-bridge 
over the River: for my own part I faw it not, nor do I 
much rely on the Turk's Veracity. The River feem'd 
ro be lately fallen very fuddenly; for the banks were 
frefhly wet, two yards and more above the water. It was 
here North and South. 

Friday, April 27, 

We kept clofe on the banks of Euphrates, and in*two 
hours and a half eroded a fine Rivulet call'd Townad; 
and in two hours more arrived over againd Beer, and 
pitched on a Flat, clofe by the River fide. Oblerving 
the Latitude of the place by my Quadrant, I found the 
Angle between the Sun and the Zenith to be twenty two 

U 2 degrees j 
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degrees; and the declination this Day being if degrees 
10 minutes, the whole is 37 degrees 10 minutes. 

Saturday, April 22, 

We continued at our Station, not daring to crofs the 
River, for fear of falling into the hands of the Qriab of 
the Bajhaw of Vrfa, who was then at Beer ordering many 
Boats of Corn down to Bagdal. We were fuppiied at th£ 
fame time with provi lions by Sheck^AJfyne, to whom we 
made returns. 

Sunday, April 23. 

The Chi ah being now departed, Sheck^AJfyne invited 
us over to Beer: We eroded in a Boat of the Country, 
of which they have a great many, this being the great 
Pafs into Mefopotamia. The Boats are of a miferable Fa- 
brick, flat and open in the forepart, for Horfes to enter: 
They are large enough to carry about four Horfes each. 
Their way to crofs is, by drawing up the Boat as high as 
they know to be neceffary; and then with wretched Oars 
ftriking over, /he falls a good way down by the force of 
the Stream, before they arrive at the further fide. 

Having faluted AJfyne, we were conducted to fee the 
CafUe; which is a large old Building on the top of a great 
long Rock, feparated by a great gulph or natural bottom, 
from the land. At firft coming within the Gates which 
are of Iron, we faw feveral large Globes of Stone about 
twenty inches diameter; and great Axles of Iron, with 
wheels, which were intire blocks of wood two foot thick 
in the Nave, and cut fomewhat to an edge toward the 
Periphery; and Screws to bend Bows or Engines; as alio 
feveral Brafs Field Pieces. 

Afcending up the fides of the Rock by a way cut ob¬ 
liquely, you come to the Caltle. At firft entrance, you 
find a way cut under ground down to the River. In the 
Caftle, the principal things we faw, were, firll a large 
Room full of old Arms: I faw there Glafs Bott les to be 
fhot at the end of Arrows; one of them was thick at the 

end 



to the River Euphrates? &c. i 57 

end of an Arrow, with four pieces of Tin by its (ides, to 
keep it firm: Vaft large Crofs-Bows, and Beams, leem- j 
ingly defign'd for Battering-Rams; and Roman Saddles f 
and Head Pieces of a large fize; fome of which were 
painted; and lorne large Thongs for Bow-ftrings, and 
Bags for flinging Stones. But the jeaioufy of the Turks 
would not permit us to flay lb long, as would have been 
requifite for a perfed: examination of thele Antiquities* 

From the Caftle we returned to AJfyne, and were ci¬ 
villy treated. In the Evening we went up into the Coun¬ 
try of Mefopdtamia. The Hills are Chalky and Steep; 
and come clofe to the Water fide without a Plain inter- , 
vening, as it is upon the fide of Syria; fo that Beer ftands 
on the fide of a Hill. However it has a couple of fine 
Streams that run over the top of the Hill; one of which 
drives two Mills, and fo runs down to the City, which 
is well walled. In the fide of the Hill, there is a Kane 
under ground cut into the Rock, with fifteen large Pil¬ 
lars left to fupport its Roof. 

Monday, April 24, 

We IzhBeer, and, travelling Weft, came in three hours 
to "Ktizaby a place well fituated at the Head of the Towz^ad. 
Here is an old fmall Church, very ftrong and entire ; 
only the Cupola in the middle of the crofs is broke down, 
and its fpace covered with Leaves, to fit the place for 
a Mofque. I believe the Turks made the places to which 
they turn in Prayers, empty Niches, to fliew that they 
worfhipped one Invifible God not to be reprefented by 
Images. In two hours we came from Niub to a good 
Chriftian Village called Vwur-, and in an hour and half 
more;, to a Well in the Defart. 

• r. 

Tuefday, April 25^ 

We travelled Weft near two hours; and came through 
a fine Country diverfified into fmall Hills and Valleys, 
to a Village called Adjia, having left Silam and two 
other Villages on the right hand. At Adjia rifes the 

River 
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River of Aleppo, from a large Fountain, at once; and juft 
above it runs the Sejour, which might be let into it by 
a ftiort cut of ten yards. From Adjia, our Courfe was 
Weft North Weft. The Banks of the Sejour are well 
planted with Trees and Villages. In two little hours 
we came to Antab, having crofted the Sejour at a Bridge, 
about three quarters of an hour before. Leaving the 
City on the Right hand, we palled under its Walls, and 
pitched about three quarters of an hour from it, on a 
plain Field on the Banks of the Sejour. 

Antab ftands moftly on a Hill, having a Caftle on a 
Round Mount, at its North ftde, exactly refembling that 
of Aleppo, tho’ much lefs. It has a very deep Ditch round 
it: and at the foot of the Mount within the Ditch, is 
a Gallery cut through the Rock all round the Caftle, 
with Portals for Ihot; and it is faced with ftone Walls, 
where the Rock was not ftrong enough. The Houfes 
have generally no upper Rooms; the Bazars are large. 
I faw here a line Stone very much refembling Porphyry; 
being of a red ground, with yellow fpecks and veins, very 
glofty. It is dug juft by Antab. 

Antab is doubtlefs Antiochia penes Taurum: in the Skirts 
of which it ftands, and is not far diftant from the higheft 
ridge: it is about two thirds as big as Aleppo. 

We duefday, April 2 6, 

We pafled through a Fruitful Mountainous Country, 
and came in feven hours and a quarter to Kowant Caftle. 
It ftands on the top of a round fteep Hill, and has been 
ftrong for the times it was built in. It is probably a Sa¬ 
racen Fabrick, and is now in Ruins. At the foot of the 
Hill Weftward runs the River Epbreen ; its Courfe is 
South South Weft. Our Courfe from Antab to Rowant 
was North Weft and by North. 

Thursday, April 27, 

We continued travelling through the Mountains,which 
were now fomewhat more uneven and precipititious, 

but 
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but watered every where with fine Springs and Rivulets. 
In about fix hours we came to Corns; our Courfe was 
South Weft, having croffed the Epbreen about two thirds 
of an hour before. Juft by Corns is the River Sabon9 
that is, Chor or Char, which encompaffes moft part of 
the City. 

Corns ftands on an Hill, confifting of the City and 
Caftle. The City ftands Northerly; and from its North 
end afcending, you come at laft to a higher Hill to the 
Southward, on which ftands the Caftle. The whole is 
now in Ruins, which feems to have been very large, wal¬ 
led very ftrongly with huge fquare Stones. Within are 
obfervable the Ruins, Pillars, &c. of many noble Build¬ 
ings. On the Weft fide there is a fquare Enclofure of 
great Capacity, compared with good Walls and five 
Gates, which admitted into it • as one may difeern by 
the Ruins of them. I conjectured they might be the 
Cathedral. Over the Caftle Gate were written the three 
Infcriptions in the Plate belonging to page 7. 

The middle Infcription was over the middle of the 
Portal ; the other two on the top of the Pilafters on the 
right and left hand. 

Below the Caftle Hill, to the Southward, ftands a noble 
old Monument. It is fix fquare, and opens at fix Win¬ 
dows above; and is covered with a Pyramidical Cupola. 
In each Angle within is a Pillar of the Corinthian Or¬ 
der, of one (tone; and there is a fine Architrave all round 
juft under the Cupola, having had heads of Oxen carved 
on it; and it ends a-top with a large Capital of the Co¬ 
rinthian Order: near this feveral Sepulchral Altars, of 
which only one has a legible Infcription, which you may 
fee in the Plate. 

Friday, April 28, 

We left Corns, and without the Town about half a 
mile South Eaft, we defeended down through a way cut 
obliquely on the fide of a Precipice, which leads to a 
Bridge of feven Arches of a very old Structure, over the 

River 
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River Sabon. And about a quarter of a mile further, we 
came to another Bridge of three very large Arches over 
the River Ephreen. Thefe Bridges are very ancient, and 
well built of fquare ftone. Thefe Pillars have an Acute 
Angle on the fide againft the Stream, and a round But- 
trefs on the other fide, and on both fides are Niches for 
Statues. They were well paved a-top with large Stones, 
and are doubtlefs, as well as that of the other fide of 
the Town, the Work of the Excellent and Magnificent 
Theodorit. 

From this Bridge in about three hours, with a Courfe 
• South South Ealt or South Eaft and by South, we arrived 

at Jan-Bolads. From Jan-Bolads to Chillis is one hour 
and two thirds, Courfe North North Eaft. Chillis is a 
large populous Town, and has fifteen Mofques that may 
be counted without the Town: and it has large Bazars. 
Many Medals are found here, which feem to argue it to 
be ancient ; but under what Name I know not. 

Aleppo bears from Jan-Bolads South and by Eaft; Seek.- 
Berukel South South Weft. An hour from Jan-Bolads is 
Az.afs. And two hours further, we lodged in the Plain, 
which about Chillis and Az.afs is very wide, and no lefs 
fruitful. This Country is always given to the Validea 
or Grand-SignioFs Mother. 

Saturday, April 29, 

We arrived, by God’s Bleffing, fafe in Aleppo; having 
travelled about five hours with a Courle South and by 
Eaft. 

OF 



£ >«■ ] 

Of the VALLEY 
O F 

S A 
Which is about 

ALE 

I, 
Hours from 

P o. 
THIS Valley is of two or three Hours Extent; we 

were three quarters of an Hour in crofting one 
Corner of it. It is of an exadt Level, and appears at a 
diftance like a Lake of Water. There is a kind of a dry 
Cruft of Salt all over the top of it; which founds, when 
the Horfes go upon it, like frozen Snow, when it is walk’d 
upon. There are three or four fmall Rivulets empty 
themfelves into this Place, and wafti it all over about 
Autumn, or when the Rains fall. 

In the heat of the Summer the Water is dried off, and 
when the Sun has fcorched the ground, there is found 
remaining the Cruft of Salt aforeiaid; which they gather 
and feparate into feveral Heaps, according to the degrees 
of finenefs; Some being exquifttely White, Others al¬ 
loy’d with Dirt. 

It being foft in fome places, our Horfes hoofs ftruck 
in deep : And there I found in one part a foft brown 
Clay, in another a very black one, which to the Tafte 
was very Salt, thoJ deep in the Earth. Along on one Side 
of the Valley, viz. that towards Gibul, there is a fmall 
Precipice about two Men’s lengths, occaiion’d by the 
continual taking away the Salt; and in this you may fee 

X how 
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how the Veins of it lye. I broke a piece of it, of which 
that part that was expofed to the Rain, Sun, and Air, 
tho* it had the fparks and particles of Salt, yet it had 
perfectly loft its Savour, as in St Matthew, Chap, y. The 
Inner part, which was connected to the Rock, retain’d 
its Savour, as I found by proof. 

In feveral places of the Valley, we found that the thin 
cruft of Salt upon the furface bulged up, as if fome Infedfc 
working under it had raifed it; and taking off the part, 
we found under it Efflorefcences of pure Salt (hot out 
according to its proper figure. 

At the Neighbouring Village Gibul, are kept the Maga¬ 
zines of Salt, where you find great Mountains (as I may 
fay) of that Mineral, ready for Sale. The Valley is farm’d 
of the Grand Signior at 1200 Dollars per Annum. 

F 1 N 1 S. 
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THE 

I E X. 

A 
A 

Bel his Tomb pag-134 
Abfalom his Pillar 103 
Adam, the Earth He 

is fuppos’d to be made of 128 
ibid, 
ibid. 

5 
*3 

129 
99 

*33 

Ager Damafcenus 
Alcoran carried in State 
Alms Houfe at Shoggle 
• -and Mofque at Jebilee 
Ananias his Houfe 
Annas his Houfe 
• -Tomb 
Antidote of the Turks againft 

Melancholy 129 
Antonine Way 36. 38 
Aqueduft conveying the Wa¬ 

ter from Solomon’s Pools 
to JerufaJem 90 

Aquedu.fts feveral at Bambychi 54 
Arms and Inftruments of War 

anciently made ufe of 15 6 
Author, His Beafts prefs’d for 

Publick Service 25 
• -In Danger of being Shot 

by a drunken Janizary 133 
-In Great Diftrefs by Bad 

Weather 8 
— Entertain’d by the Englifh 
Conful at Tripoli 25.141 

-Entertain’d by the French 
Merchants at Sidon 44. 118 

-Entertain’d by the Guar¬ 
dian at Damafcus 124 

-Joins the French Conful 
at Acra 56.117 

-His Letter giving fome 

Account of the Turks 146 
— His Letter concerning 
Gehazi’s Diftemper, and of 
Excommunication among 
the Greeks 150 

— He leaves Jerufalein in 
Company with theMofolem II© 

— His Servants frighted a- 
way by thofe of the Baffa at 
Tripoli 32. 
— He fets out to the River 
Euphrates, &c. 153 

B 

Balls of Stone us’d for Am¬ 
munition 54 

Balbeck Temple 136 
Bafhalick of Aleppo ends, and 

Tripoli begins 5 
-of Tripoli and Sidon 35 
Bathfheba’s Pool 101 
Bay of Junia 35 
Beautiful Gate of the Temple 

at Jerufalein 101 
Bells an Abomination to the 

Turks 27 
.-Two at the Church at 

Canobine, and at no other 
Place 143 

Bell - Mount a Convent of 
Greeks 27 

Bethel , 64 
Bethefda the Pool of 107 
Bird and Coney Blands 3 t 
Bitumen a kind of Earth re- 

fembling Pitch 84 
X 2 Boats 
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Boats for Croffing the Rivers, 

the Fafhion of them, and 
Manner of rowing them i $6 

Bridges, two near Coras, the 
Work ofTheodorit 160. 

C 

Cajaphas his Houfe 99 
Cain, where ilain by his Bro¬ 

ther 131 
Canis River 36 

Caphar, a Duty paid by Tra¬ 
vellers 4,6. 17. 35.43. 53. 58. 
6z. 67.79.83.111.119.111.138. 

Caftle of Antab 158 
-of Beer 15 6 

-— of Corns 159 
• -of Merchab 17 
- ofMargath ibid. 
-Several in the Bay of 

Junia, built by the Emprefs 
Helena 35 

■ -of Rowant 15 3 
• -Scandalium, or of A- 

lexander 53 
--of Teinfeida 33 
Cave, where the ApoftJes hid 

rhemfelves when they for- 
fook their Mafter ioz 

Cedars of Libanus 142. 
Cedron the Brook 102,. 105 
Ceremonies obferv’d by the 

Latins on Good Friday 67 71 
Chain cut in Stone iz6 

Chapel of the Holy Manger 91 
Chrift, the Place where he was 

Betrayed, Mocked, and 
Scourged 106. T07 
-—His Prifon 73.99 

■ — Place of his Crucifi¬ 
xion, the Hole where his 
Crofs ftood, and the Cleft 
in the Rock made by the 
Earthquake 73 

■ -where he appeared to 
the Three Matys 98 

-Place of his Afcenfionio4 

-Transfiguration 113 

64 ] 
-where he fed the Mul¬ 

titude 116 

—-where he was fmote 
by a Servant of the High 
Prieft 99 

Chriftian Church at Bellulca 7 
• -at Jebilee i? 
Churches, their Haft End left 

entire 49 
-Chapels and Con¬ 

vents 98.99 
-Convents, Palace, 

Nunnery &c. ruin’d at Acra 
or Acca 5 3 
-at Beroot 41 
• ..— and Convents at Sy- 

donaiia, 16 in Number 131 
Church of the Ccenaculum 100 
-of Helena 98 
-of St John at Dama- 

feus, and the Turks Tradi¬ 
tion concerning it iz$ 

and Convent of St 
John, where our Saviour 
was Baptized 8 r. 93 

at Sebafta over the 
Place where St John was 
Beheaded 59 
-at Beer, in Memory of 
the Blefled Virgin 64 
-and Convent of La¬ 
tins at Jerufalem 67 
-at Nizib 157 
-of the Holy Sepul¬ 
cher 67. 94 

at Tortofa 19 
Clouds fo low as to obfeure 

the Road ; 14a 
Cofiee Houfe a Pvemarkable 

One near Dainafcus 118 
Compliment made to the 

Conful by the Prieft zS 
Conful (French) at Sidon, vi- 

fits Jerufalem every Eafter 45 
Convent of St Anne 108 
-over the Place of 

the Annunciation 11 z 
-dedicated to Elias 87 

•-of 
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of Greeks, call’d Bell- his Reafon for 

Mount 27 
-of Greeks, call’d the 
Holy Crofs 94 
-- Oozier 3? 

Sydonaiia 130 

turning Day into Night 43 
his Grove ibid. 

Corn, the Eaftern Manner of 
Gathering it in Harveft 144 

Court, 5^ Yards Square, cut 
in the natural Rock 

Crutches us’d by the Prielts at 
Divine Service 

20 

28 

D 

Damafcus, its pleafant Situa¬ 
tion, &c. 

the Gardens, and 
124 

Figures of Men, carved in the 
natural Rock 37 

Fiflure, a very Deep One in 
the Earth $ 

Font, us’d by the Apoftles 98 
Fountain of the Apoftles 98 
•--Ayn il Hadede 140 
--Ayn il Hawra 134 
--—— Ambus Lee 119 
--- of Elifha 80 
—*-— ofKiflion 12$ 
--ofSelee 58 
—-— of the Blefled Vir¬ 

gin _ _ $ 3; 102, 
theManner of vifiting them 13 o Fruit call’d Za-cho-ne remark- 
-- Water’d by the Ri¬ 
ver Barrady 122 

David’s Well 90 
—-the Place where He 

flew Goliah 92 
Dead Sea 80. 83 
--- the Quality of its 

Water 84 
Defart, where our Saviour was 

Tempted by the Devil 79 
Dike, a large one, cut in the 

Rock 30 Yards over, and 
more than a Furlong long, 
near the Serpent Fountain 20 

Dolorous Way 107 
Doors of Stone very remark¬ 

able 77 
E 

Elias his Stone Bed S7 
Elizabeth the Mother of St 

John, her Houfe 93 
EmirChibly encamp’d upon the 

Road, robs Travellers 58. in 
Eunuch of ^Ethiopia, where 

Baptized by Philip 91 

Faccardine, Prince of the 
Drufes, his Palace 39 

able for its Healing Quality 86 

G 

Garden Walls at Damafcus, 
defcribed 124 

Gate of the Temple wall’d up 
by the Turks, and why 103 

Gethfemane ioy 
George (St) and the Dragon, 

the Place where they Duell’d 38 
Goads of Oxen, of an extra¬ 

ordinary lize no 
Good-Friday, how obferv’d 

by the Latins at Jerufalein 67 

Granite, feveral Pillars of it 
if. 16. 3 i. 42. 43. 112. 

Grott of the Blelfed Virgin, 
an Account of the White- 
nefs of it 91 

Grottos two Hundred, cut in 
the ride of a Rock 118 

--All Tranfactions rela¬ 
ted in the Gofpels, faid to 
be done in Grottos 114 

H 

Hadgees, the Manner of their 
letting out on their Pilgri¬ 
mage to Mecca 127 

Hermon, 
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Hefmon, the Dew of it 57 
Herod’s Gate at Jerufalem 78 
Holy Fire, a Ceremony on 

Eafter Eve 94 
—-— the Peoples great 

Opinion of it 96. 97 
—— Land begins 45 
--Sepulcher profaned 108 
Horfe falls through the Bridge 

at Cafuneer 4S 

Jacob’s Well 62 
James (St) where Beheaded 98 
Jebilee, its Situation 13 
-— ■ ■ Anciently convenient 

for Shipping iy 
-— ■ ■ Remains of a Noble 

Theater there ibid. 
Jehofaphat, the Turks Tradi¬ 

tion concerning a Pillar 
near his Valley 103 

Jeremiah the Prophet’s Place 
of RefijJence, and Bed 76 

— the Dungeon where 
he was kept by Zedekiah 78 

Jerufalem, Ceremonies at en- 
tring the City 66 

--the Circuit of it 
Meafured 109 

-- ■ ■ the feveral Ceremo¬ 
nies obferv’d there on Good 
Friday, and Eafter Day, re¬ 
lating to our Saviour’s Cru¬ 
cifixion 72. 73 &c. 

Impaling, the Manner of that 
Punifhment 141 

Inns, none to be found on 
the Roads in Turky 2 

Infcription to the Memory of 
the Emperour Antoninus 37 

— ■ ■ on the Fountain at 
Balbeck 139 

over a Gate at Be- 
root 42 

•-— over the Caftlc Gate 
at Corus j 5 9 

on two Pillars of 
Granite, lying crofs the 
Road 47 

Joachim and Anna, Parents of 
the Blefted Virgin, their 

Houfe 117 
John Baptift (St) his Cave 92 
-Beheaded at Se- 

bafta $9 
-his Head kept in 

a Church at Damafcus 126 
Jofeph Sold by his Brethren 

at Dothaim 116 
—-his Sepulcher 62 
-the Ground given him 

by his Father Jacob 63 
Jofeph (St) his Houfe where 

Our Saviour liv’d 113 
-his Chapel 87 
Jud as, the place where He 

Hanged Himfelf 102 
-the Place where He Be¬ 

trayed his Mafter 106 

K 

Kanes, Lodging Places for 
Travellers 2 

-One cut into a Rock 
at Beer 157 

Kifhon, the Brook 57. 115^ 

Lake Limone 139 
-orSeaofRooge 3 
Lazarus his Caftle and Sepul¬ 

cher 79 
Locufts 61.92 
Lycus River 36 

M 

Mandrakes 61 
Manufcript of the Teftament 

in Syriack 800 years old 98 
Marine, near Tripoli 31 
Mark (St) his Houfe 98 

Marks 
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Marks of the Crofs &e, on the 

Arms of Pilgrims, the Man¬ 
ner of making them 75 

Maronites, exaSing and in- 
folent 35 

Mary Magdalen, her Habita¬ 
tion 79 

the Houfe where (he 
wafhed our Saviour’s Feet 108 

Mary the Virgin, where Born i©8 
-her Annunciation 1 12 
-her Affumption 105 
• -a Story of her Girdle ibid. 
-the Place where fbe was 

warned of her Death 104 
• -the Place where (lie Dyed 100 
• -the Place where fhe Sa¬ 

luted Elizabeth 91 
• -her Corps arrefled by a 

Jew 100 
-her Sepulcher 106 

Miracle, related of a Picture 
of the Virgin Mary 15 1 

Monument, at Corus 159 
Mofques, fifteen at Chillis 160 
Mount of the Beatitudes 115 
-Calvary 68 
— Carmel 54 
■ - Gerizim and Ebal 59 
- Gihon 108 
—— Moriah 68.100, 106 
--Olivet 79. 105 
• -Saron 53 
-Sion lot 
- ... Tabor and Hermon 

57- 113-115 
Mountains of Cafhavan and 

Climax 3 5 
- ■— ■ ■ of the Franks * 83 
— - - of Libanus, and 

Anti-Libanus 119. 139. 140 
■' ■ of Occaby 6 
- of Offence ioz 
■ ■ of Precipi tati on 116 

— ■ ofQuarantania,from 
whence the Devil (hewed 
Our Saviour the Kingdoms 
©f the World 80 

where the Swine ran 
down into the Sea n* 

—- • of Arabia 80 
■-of Gilboah XI? 
-of Gilead 66 
-- of Paleftine 6S 

N % 

Neceres, a ftrange and An¬ 
gular People iz 

Nehemiah, his Well ioz 
Nicephorus (St) a Story con¬ 

cerning his Beard 41 
Nox Tenebrofa, Good Friday 

night, fo called by the La¬ 
tins at Jerufalem 72. 

Nuns, disfigure their Faces, 
to avoid the Beftialities of 
the Souldiers $$ 

O 

Orange Garden at Beroot 40 

P 

Paffengers impos’d upon by 
thofe who aliift them at the 
Rivers 44 

Paul (St) the Place of his Vi- 
lion, &c. And where He 
was let down in a Basket 129 
- the Houfe where He 

lodged at Damafcus 133 
Peter (St) his Prifon 98 
• -the Place where He 

Wept after Denying his 
Lord loo 

Pidgeons, great Numbers of 
them at Kefteen 3 

• -One put into the 
Cupola of the Holy Sepul¬ 
cher, to reprefent the Holy 
Ghoft 96 

Pilate, his Palace 106 
Pilgrims, at Eafter guarded 

from Jerufalem to Jordan 78 
--■ Difturbed 



■ ■ ..Difturbed in their 
Devotions there 
-- their Feet wafh’d by 

the Father Guardian 
Pillar of Lot’s Wife 
Plain of Acra 
-— of Efdraelon 
--of Galilee 
-of Jericho 
—— of Junia 
—>— of Tripoli 
-of Zabulon 
Potters Field 
Prefents, to be fent when you 

intend a Vifit to the Turks z 6 

Princes Bridge, fuppos’d to be 
built byGodfrey ofBulloign z6 

Promontory, fuppos’d to be 
mention’d by Strabo 32 

Promontory (White) 52 
Pulpit, of Tortoife Shell and 

Mother of Pearl 99 

Q~ 

Quails ' 61 

' R 

Rachel’s Tomb 87 
Rivers Abana and Pharpar, 

fuppos’d to be Branches of 
the Barrady 123 

■ ■ — of Aleppo arifes from 
a Fountain 158 

«-Awle, near Sidon 44 
--Ayn Yentloe 121 
— -Barrady 121. 134 
- .— Belus 5 6 

- -Beroot 38 
--—— Cafimeer 24. 48.120 
-the Cold Waters 24 
— -Darner or Tamyras 43 
-Eleutherus 24. 48. 120 
-Ephreen 158 
-Euphrates 155 
-— Ibrahim Balfa, fuppos’d 

to be the River Adonis, its 
Water of a Bloody Colour 
at certain Seafons 34 

-— Jobar 16 
— --Jordan 8r 
-Kifhon 57 
— -Letane .119.120 
——— Lycus or Canis 3 f 
-Nahor Abrofh, or Le¬ 

pers River 14 
-Nahor Acchar ibid. 
-- Nahor Hufline 18 

-Nahor Kelp 36 

-Nahor il Kibber, or 
the Great River 24 

— -Nahor il Melech, or 
the King’s River 16 

—— — Orontes, its Water 
and Fifh unwholfome 4 

-Sabon, Chor or Char 159 
-Sejour 154. 158 
-Tovvzad 155 
Rivulets, the Manner of 

Cleaning them at Dama- 
l’cus 124 

Road cut on the fide of the 
White Promontory 52 

S 

Sand, a Material for making 
Glafs 5 6.5 7 

Sea of Tiberias 115 
Seditions fown by the Turks 

among the Wild People %6 

Sepulchers hewn into the Rock 1.4 
-- of the Kings 76 

— ■— the Doors of them 
very furprizing 77 

•-of the Prophets 104 
-of the Virgin Mary, 

St’Anna, and St ]ofeph 103 
-with fix Statues, and 

Infcriptions 132 
Sepulchral Monuments, very 

Large 21 
Serpent Fountain 20. 24 
Sheck’s Houfe, a Burying- 

Place 9 
-Wife, a Deep FRTure 

in the Earth 6 

. Shepherds 
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33 

94 
85 

53* ”7 
57- in. 1 if 

n$ 
66. 80 

24 
142 

117 
ior 
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Shepherds, the Field where 

they watch’d their Flocks, 
when they received Tide- 
ings of the Birth of Chriffc 90 

Siloam, the Pool of 102. 
Simeon, his Houfe 87 
Sion Gate at Jerufalem 99 
Sion, the Hill of 69 
Solomon’s Citterns 50 
—- Fountains, Pools, 

Gardens &c. 88 
—-1 High Places Built 102 #o 
•-- His Strange Wives 

kept at Siloe ibid. 
Spon (Mr) drown’d in patting 

the River Darner 43 
Star appeared to the Eaftern 

Magi 8-7 
St Stephen, the Stone 011 

which He Buffered Martyr¬ 
dom 103 

——-- His Gate at Jerufa¬ 
lem ' 78, 103 

Stones like Peafe, a Tradition 
concerning them 87 

-Refembling Porphyry 158 
—-Sixty one Yards long, 

in a Wall at Balbeck 138 
■ of a fulphureous Na¬ 

ture and Combuftible 84 
■-Three much efteem'd, 

and why 99 
Stone which was laid at the 

Door of our Saviour’s Se¬ 
pulcher 99 

Stone of Unttion 74. 97 
Stone faid to have the Iinpref- 

fon of our Saviour’s Feet 
upon it 103,104 

Stream iffuing out of the fide 
of a Mountain 1x9 

Street called Straight, at Da- 
mafcus 133 

Synagogue, where our Saviour 
Preached 113 

Sultan Ibrahim, His Tomb, 
Mofquc, Grotto, Cell &c. 

J3> 14 

69 1 

Theater, the Remains ©f a 
Noble One at Jebilee 

Thomas (St) his Houfe 
Tomb and Cell of Sultan 

Ibrahim 
—-Several, in the Plain 

near Latichea 
Tortofa, anciently Orthofia, 

a Place of Great Strength 

1* 
98 

11 

18 
a Large Cattle there ibid. 

Towers, or Sepulchral Monu« 
ments 

Tree, from whence our Sa¬ 
viour’s Crofs was taken 

Tree (Olive) to which our Sa¬ 
viour was Chain’d 

Tribe of Afher 
-- of Zabulon 
—— of Benjamin 

21 

94 

99 
45 
57 
64 

of Manafles and Ephraim 58 
Tripoli fuppos’d to have been 

Three dittin<5E Cities 3 1 
Troglodyte, a People men¬ 

tioned by Strabo 11 8 
Turks By ram or Ramadam, a 

Feaft after Lent 108 
•-Their Manner of Build¬ 

ing, and Furnifhing their 
Houfes at Dainafcus 125 

-None of them live above 
Two Years in Boote-fhellah 91 

-Their Tradition concern¬ 
ing a Pillar at Jerufalem 103 
— Their Story of their Pro¬ 
phet viewing Dainafcus 121 
— Their Policy in lowing 

5d Divifions among the Arabs 
Turpentine Tree, uncer which 

the Virgin Mary repofed Her 
felf 

U 
87 

Valley, where the Angel de- 
ftroyed the Army of Sen¬ 
nacherib 91 

--of Be-da-me < 

Y  of 
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—- of Bocat or Bicath-Aven 119 
--of Canobine 143 
—— of Elah 92 
--cfHinnom 101 
--ofJehofaphat 78. 102. 104 
-— of Rephaim 87 
-of Salt 161 

—-ofSychem 59 
Vaults, feveral very Large at 

the foot of Mount Moriah 100 
-Twelve, in Memory of 

the Apoftles 104 
Vifit,theManner ofitinTurkey 29 

Wildernefs and Convent of 
St John 91, 92 

Water and Eifh in the River 
Orontes, very Unwholfome 4 

Z 

Zaccheus, his Houfe Sr 
Zachary, his Sepulcher 105 
Zebedee, his Houfe 98 

Cities, Towns, and Villages, 
Mentioned in the Journey. 

A Camy 
Achzib 

!53 
53 

Botrus and Byblus 
Callemone 

33 

32 
Acra 53. 117 Cana of Galilee 117 
Adjia 157 Canobine 141 
Antab 158 Caphar-Milki 119 
Arab 58 Carmel 43 
Arvad and Arphad 19 Caftravan ibid 
Ayta 120 Caypha 57 
Azafs 160 Chillis 160 
Bab 153 Citte-Galle 7 
Balbeck 120. 134 Cinga 64 
Bambych 153 Corus 159 
Baneas 17 Daberah 115 
Barfeba 59 Damafcus 119.122 
Be-da-me 5 Dem as 121 
Beer 6 4. 15 6 Diocefaria 117 
Bell-maez 4 Dothaim 116 

Bellulca 7 Dyn il Daab lSS 
Berook 44 Eden i19. 142 
Beroot or Berytus 38 Endor Ilf 
Befack 18 Engedi 88 
Bethany 79 E Toy 11 z 
Bethlehem 87 Geeb 

64 
Bethulia 1 >5 Gibul in the Valley of Salt 162 
Bezay 153 Gibyle , 35 
Bird and Coney Iflands 31 Hadyar ib Sultane, or Sultan’s 
Bocat or Bicath-Aven 119 Stone 6 

Bootefhellah 91 Harbanoofc 3 
Howar 



Ho war 
Hozano 
Jan-Bolads 
Jebilee 
Jeneen 
Jib Jeneen 
Jerabolus 
Jericho 
Jerufalem 
Jordan 
Julia Felix 
Keffre 
Kefteen 
Kor Aren 
Ko-ri-e 
Latichea 
Leban or Lebonah 
Lediff 
Legene 
Legune 
Maday 
Meneen 
Merakia 
Melhgarah 
Mefopotamia' 
Mich mas 
Modon 
PJain 
Naplofa 
Nazareth 
Nizib 
Oo-rem 
Orthoha 
Patrone 
Philip (St) 
Ptolemais 
Rama 
Rooge 

C I7t ] 
63 Rofelayn 

z Ruad, fuppofed to be Amd 
160 and Arphad 19 
iz Samaria jg 

in Saphet nf 

izo Sarphan or Sarepta 48 
155 Satyra 117 

81 Sawee 6$ 

66. %6 Sebafta 58 
81 Seck-Berukel 160 
3 8 Selwid 64 

z Sepharia 1 17 
ibid. Sherack 59 ' 
izo Shoggle 4 
48 Sholtatia 8 
11 Shuckfoat 43 
63 Sidon 44. 117 

153 Silam 157 
z Siloe i©s 

57 Sinie 133 
134 Solhees 1%% 

131 Sophia 18 
18 Sodoin 8? 

119 Sultan s Stone 6 

157 Surbafs 153 
6 4 Surgawich 134 
9Z Sychem or Sychar 59 

115 Tall 131 
59 Tekoah 88 

57. nz Te-ne-ree 4 
157 Tortofa 18 t 

z Tripoli 25. 14 c 
18 Tyre 48 
33 Uwur 157 
92 Uzzi izo 
54 Ye-ad 139 

58. 66 Zib jg 

3 

FINIS. 
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